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Week Ending Friday, November 15, 1991 


Address to the Nation Commemorating 
Veterans Day 


November 9, 1991 


At the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 
11th month of 1918, the guns fell silent and 
the First World War came to an end. Ever 
since, Americans have set aside November 
llth to honor our veterans, our heroes, 
whose footsteps set the pace of freedom’s 
march. 

From the fiery birth of our Nation to 
freedom’s latest triumph in the Persian 
Gulf, America’s veterans have always an- 
swered the call and given their all when- 
ever freedom was threatened or democracy 
imperiled. 

They called World War I the war to end 
all wars. But that was not to be. In 1939 
democracy was once again threatened, and 
by the end of 1941, the world was again at 
war. Americans fought not only for their 
rights and freedoms, but for those of mil- 
lions of people throughout the world. 

Today, however, with communism defeat- 
ed and democracy sweeping the globe, our 
hope grows stronger that war will vanish 
and a more civilized world, based on friend- 
ship, cooperation, and a commitment to 
peace will emerge. 

This Veterans Day, we owe particular 
gratitude to the men and women veterans 
of Desert Storm. It is important to honor all 
veterans, particularly those who fought so 
bravely during World War II as we prepare 
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
what we hope to be the last World War. 

Like the veterans of World War II, 
Desert Storm veterans went proudly, will- 
ingly, on a mission of high principle and 
noble purpose: to defeat aggression and 
defend freedom. In a faraway land they bat- 
tled the enemy in the field and the inner 
enemy of fear. Through their sacrifice, they 
put an end to brutal aggression. They freed 
a captive nation and set America free by 
renewing our faith in ourselves. 


From the time Operation Desert Shield 
began, a sacred bond grew between Ameri- 
cans here at home and those serving in the 
Gulf, much the same as it had during World 
War II. Think of all those yellow ribbons 
and those blue stars in the windows during 
World War II. Think of how the American 
family has never been more united. That 
bond, that unity, and that love must be pre- 
served. 

President Coolidge said long ago, “The 
nation which forgets its defenders will itself 
be forgotten.” No Commander in Chief for- 
gets the sacrifices of America’s veterans. 
Nor will America forget those who do the 
hard work of freedom. 

To the men and women of our Armed 
Forces and to all our veterans, you know 
that you have your country’s gratitude on 
Veterans Day and every day of the year. 

May God bless America and the veterans 
who keep her free. 


Note: The President recorded this address 
on October 28 in Room 459 of the Old 
Executive Office Building for broadcast at 
9 a.m. on November 9. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
this address. 


Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by 
Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers in The 
Hague 


November 9, 1991 


Mr. Prime Minister and President Delors, 
Foreign Minister van den Broek, distin- 
guished guests, thank you all. And may I 
especially thank Her Majesty the Queen for 
the extraordinary, warm, genuine hospital- 
ity that we have felt today and that Barbara 
and I have felt in the past as her guests, and 
to say what a pleasure it is to be back here 
once again. 

It is my pleasure to meet with you at the 
conclusion of this, the first meeting of U.S. 
and EC leaders on European soil. That this 
is Dutch soil makes the moment all the 
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more special, for nowhere is the moral fiber 
of our Atlantic community stronger. 

I made my first visit to The Hague as 
President more than 2 years ago—Ruud 
Lubbers referred to this—on the eve, 
though, of the revolution of 1989. And at 
that moment, East and West stood locked in 
conflict, the armed and uneasy peace we 
called the cold war. And yet, even then in 
the captive nations of Eastern Europe, the 
world felt those first stirrings of change. 

In the stone church at Leiden, I spoke of 
the new spirit alive on this continent, of the 
new world within our reach. Today as we 
meet in this historic Hall of Knights, 
Europe stands transformed. A new world 
stretches out before us, a world alive with 
the promise of freedom. 

Just 2 years ago today, the revolution 
swept away that stark and searing symbol of 
Europe’s division, and that wall came crash- 
ing down. But history allows little time for 
celebration. With change comes new chal- 
lenges: New challenges for old allies who 
must chart a common course in the peace 
that follows the cold war; new challenges 
for old adversaries, here in Europe, making 
certain the nations of the East can look to 
their Western neighbors for help in secur- 
ing their hard-won freedoms. 

As we confront the future, we must not 
repeat the errors of the past. On my side of 
the Atlantic, some greeted the end of the 
cold war with a chorus of “Come Home, 
America.” For them, the collapse of com- 
munism meant America’s engagement in 
Europe was finished. Nothing could be 
more shortsighted for Europe, for my coun- 
try, and for the world. 

We must heed the hard-won lessons of 
this century if we’re to seize new opportu- 
nities in the next. We should give future 
historians no reason to see in 1991 a repeat 
of 1919: An age of naive isolationism with 
the world’s great democracies divided and 
distracted, a Europe divided between vic- 
tors and vanquished, oblivious to unexpect- 
ed dangers. This first age of naiveté made 
possible the horrors of Hitler, followed by 
the protracted terror of the cold war. For 
that earlier dalliance with delusion, I think 
we would all agree the world paid dearly. 
War cost the lives of millions. Innocent gen- 
erations lost the dream of freedom. 
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The question we face today is not so dif- 
ferent than the one our ancestors faced in 
1919. For our part, we knew how to wage 
“cold war.” But do we know how to wage 
the peace? We must start from the under- 
standing that NATO is not simply a military 
pact joined only to face a common threat. 
We must recognize that our Atlantic alli- 
ance is as vital in today’s volatile world as it 
was years ago when Europe was menaced 
by Stalin’s army. 

Our alliance was from the very first and 
remains today an alliance of free nations, of 
fellow democracies, of countries bound by 
the long sweep of history and shared herit- 
age. Today, as we have been for half a cen- 
tury, Europe and America are partners in 
peace. And today, we’re also partners in 
prosperity with strong trade ties that enrich 
our peoples, create new opportunities, and 
fuel growth. 

There is no question that NATO will 
change. In Rome, we approved changes in 
the way the alliance will provide for the 
common defense, the way we will deal with 
our former adversaries, and even the way 
we will deal with each other. Our new de- 
fense doctrine will ensure that every ally is 
secure from any threat, security made cred- 
ible by highly mobile, multinational forces, 
greatly reduced in size but unmatched in 
human and technological quality. 

Our new NATO liaison program for Eu- 
rope’s youngest democracies, Poland and 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and others, will 
help them transform their military appara- 
tus from a weapon of the state to the guard- 
ian of free people. 

And finally, the alliance’s endorsement of 
a European defense identity, the long- 
sought “European Pillar’, will give our Eu- 
ropean allies more responsibility in the pro- 
tection of shared vital interests, cherished 
ideals, and the rule of law. 

My country and the nations of this conti- 
nent are forging a new Atlantic partnership. 
Think back, look over our shoulders four 
decades ago, to the days of the Berlin block- 
ade and the Marshall Plan. Nearly all of 
Europe stood in ruins, half its people locked 
in chains. And today, Western Europe 
stands as a model for what democracy, the 
free market, and cooperation can deliver. 
More than 300 million people, generating 
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fully one-fifth of the world’s economic 
output, nations that rank among the world’s 
most advanced and best educated. 

This era of postwar prosperity has pre- 
pared Europe for larger responsibilities. 
We're now witnessing the new Europe in 
action: Working with us to help the citizens 
of Central and Eastern Europe transform 
their systems, their societies, their lives; in 
the Middle East, where the European Com- 
munity stands with us as a partner in the 
quest for peace. We see the new Europe at 
work closer to home, striving against diffi- 
cult odds to end the war in Yugoslavia. 

We welcome the emergence of the new 
Europe, in the European Community’s 
march toward a single market and political 
union, in the revival of the Western Euro- 
pean Union, the WEU, in the EC’s new 
accord with the European Free Trade Asso- 
ciation. Revitalizing the Atlantic alliance 
and building a European Union go hand-in- 
hand. Both can contribute to a safe, pros- 
perous Europe and a humane world order. 
A continuing American role in Europe can 
facilitate integration doing that by fostering 
stability. And a more confident and cohe- 
sive Europe will, we believe, want the 
United States to remain fully engaged. 

We, therefore, hope for continued 
progress at the upcoming EC summit in 
Maastricht because America recognizes the 
accelerating unity of Europe as a natural 
evolution toward our common aim: A com- 
monwealth of free nations, working in con- 
cert; a new world where more and more 
nations enter a widening circle of freedom. 
In the months and years ahead, this com- 
monwealth will be called upon to be pa- 
tient and steady, at once, resolute and 
ready to act. 

First, we’ve got to write the final chapter 
of the cold war conflict. We must help the 
nations of the East secure the freedoms that 
they have won. In Central and Eastern 
Europe, the euphoria of 1989 has worn 
away. Each country struggles now to build a 
functioning free market on the ruins of the 
socialist systems, to rekindle a saving sense 
of trust essential to democratic society. 
These nations need our help. They need 
access to Western markets, financial and 
technical assistance to ease their transition. 
For 40 long years, the captive nations of the 
East looked West for a sign of hope. And it’s 


time now to say to these new democracies 
we will help you. More than that, after such 
a cold and protracted isolation, it is time for 
us to extend to them a warm welcome into 
this commonwealth of freedom. 

And yet, while the urgent work of de- 
mocracy-building and market reform moves 
forward, some see in freedom’s triumph a 
bitter harvest. In this view, the collapse of 
communism has thrown open a Pandora’s 
Box of ancient ethnic hatreds, resentment, 
and even revenge. Some fear democracy’s 
new freedoms will be used not to build new 
trust but to settle old scores. 

All of Europe has awakened to the 
danger of an old enemy: A nationalism ani- 
mated by hatred and unmoved by nobler 
ends. No one need fear healthy national 
pride: The distinctive and defining tradi- 
tions, the living history that gives peoples 
and nations a sense of identity and principle 
and purpose. But we must guard against 
nationalism of a more sinister sort: One that 
feeds on old, stale prejudices, teaches 
people intolerance and suspicion, and even 
racism and anti-Semitism; one that pits 
nation against nation, citizen against citizen. 
There can be no place for these old animos- 
ities in the new Europe. 

The answer lies not in suppressing the 
dark impulses that destroy nations but in 
surmounting them, cultivating a spirit of 
democratic tolerance and peaceful change, 
a concept of majority rule that respects mi- 
nority rights. Democracy is not the cause of 
strife in Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union but rather the solution. Western 
Europe stands as proof that in the space of 
little more than one generation, the spirit of 
democracy can transcend centuries of rival- 
ry, war, nationalistic strife. 

We see in Yugoslavia how the proud 
name of nationalism can splinter a country 
into bloody civil war. America supports, 
strongly supports, the efforts of the Europe- 
an Community to bring that conflict to an 
end. We salute Lord Carrington for his in- 
defatigable efforts. And we urge all parties 
to stop the violence, to seek through peace- 
ful means an immediate end to the suffer- 
ing. We are ready to join the EC in holding 
accountable those in Yugoslavia whose paro- 
chial ambitions are perpetrating this agony. 
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Second, we must seize the opportunities 
farther East to support the democratic 
transformation of the Soviet Union and its 
Republics. Prime Minister Lubbers referred 
to this: That failed August coup stiffened 
the resolve of reformers to institute demo- 
cratic change and introduce true free 
market reforms. We in the West must 
answer by offering humanitarian aid, open- 
ing our markets to goods from every Re- 
public, encouraging investment, offering 
economic advice and expertise. 

I believe the peoples everywhere in that 
vast land want change. But no shortcut can 
spare them suffering and hardship as they 
dig out from under 70 years of misrule. A 
harsh winter, hard times, lie ahead. And 
desperate times breed demagogs. America 
and Europe share an interest in the success 
of Soviet reform. Together, we must act to 
support the forces of liberty and democracy 
and free enterprise in that troubled region. 

Finally, we must guard against the 
danger that old cold war allies will become 
new economic adversaries, cold warriors 
turned to trade warriors. There are signs on 
both sides of the Atlantic, frankly, that this 
could happen. Shrill voices on both sides 
peddle protectionism as the path to pros- 
perity. 

That way, in my view, lies to economic 
ruin, a prescription for plunging us into the 
kind of impoverishing rivalry that ravaged 
our economies during the Great Depres- 
sion. As President, part of my responsibility 
to the American people is ensuring eco- 
nomic growth and opportunity. In a global 
economy, that means insisting on free and 
fair trade. 

In North America, as in Europe, great 
progress has been made driving down trade 
barriers. But that progress will mean little if 
the world aligns itself into warring trade 
blocs. The principle of free trade faces a 
critical test in the Uruguay round. A posi- 
tive outcome, one that reaffirms and ex- 
tends the GATT system, will prove that the 
United States and the European Communi- 
ty, as world economic leaders, have the 
confidence to move decisively into a new 
era of free and open trade, generating jobs 
and opportunity on both sides of the Atlan- 
tic. And that’s why I am pleased today to 
report that the United States and the EC 
have made progress in just the past few 
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days and have pledged to spare no effort to 
resolve the equally significant issues that 
are still outstanding. 

Helping the emerging democracies of 
Eastern Europe; supporting democratic 
reform in the Soviet Union and in its Re- 
publics as well; pushing forward for freer 
world trade: Each challenge we face consti- 
tutes a test. Each holds open an opportunity 
to give real meaning to strengthen the 
bonds that link us across the Atlantic, to 
open our commonwealth of free nations to 
all who love liberty and all who seek peace. 

Thank you very much. And may God 
bless The Netherlands and the free peoples 
of Europe. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:46 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to: Jacques Delors, 
president of the European Community’s Ex- 
ecutive Commission; Foreign Minister Hans 
van den Broek and Queen Beatrix of The 
Netherlands; and Lord Carrington, chair- 
man of the Conference on Yugoslavia of the 
European Community. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


The President’s News Conference With 
Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers of The 
Netherlands and President Jacques 
Delors of the Commission of the 
European Community in The Hague 
November 9, 1991 


President Bush. Well, let me just say that 
our meetings here and in Rome underline 
the Atlantic partnership is as important as 
ever. Our agenda today reflected the grow- 
ing role of the European Community in 
Europe and beyond, and much of our inter- 
national cooperation with the EC is based 
on the concept of responsibility-sharing. 
We're working together effectively in 
aiding Central and Eastern Europe, assist- 
ing the Soviet Union, trying to bring peace 
to the Middle East and Yugoslavia. 

Trade was a central issue on our discus- 
sions today. The U.S.-EC economic relation- 
ship continues to grow. The United States 
and the EC must demonstrate the ability to 
lead in the economic area by successfully 
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concluding the Uruguay round. There’s 
total agreement on that point. I think our 
talks did mark the narrowing of differences 
and a commitment to work to get that 
round concluded this year. 

And we share the concern of the EC re- 
garding the conflict in Yugoslavia. We, the 
United States, have concluded that further 
measures must be taken to hold accounta- 
ble those who placed their narrow ambi- 
tions above the well-being of the peoples. 
And so, therefore, we will apply sanctions 
on Yugoslavia comparable to those of the 
EC. And the EC can also depend on the 
United States to cosponsor a new U.N. Secu- 
rity Council resolution on Yugoslavia, look- 
ing toward a possible oil embargo, and to 
cooperate fully in efforts to strengthen the 
embargo on arms exports to Yugoslavia. 

We're very grateful to President Delors, 
Prime Minister Lubbers for the conduct of 
the meeting today, and also to Her Majesty 
for the hospitality shown us here in The 
Netherlands. 

Prime Minister Lubbers. As you know, 
we discussed a number of items this morn- 
ing, spent some time on explaining the in- 
stitutional arrangements we are preparing 
from a strict monetary union and a political 
union. We exchanged limited views and 
prepared ourselves for a conference to be 
held next year in Brazil about the climato- 
logical problems. 

We, of course, also here spent some time 
on Yugoslavia, and we are very happy, as 
you heard from President Bush, that also 
the United States will contribute to the poli- 
cies there in putting some pressure on the 
parties, as was agreed upon already within 
the European Community. 

Most of the time, of course, this morning 
we have spent to invest in coming to a 
more common position in the Uruguay 
round. As the President said, we agreed 
that it is essential that we come to results in 
the last months of this year, November and 
December. 

So, a little bit running out of time, and 
therefore, I’m happy that we had a good 
opportunity here to discuss this matter. As 
you have seen in the declaration which was 
distributed and which I am not going to 
read for you, we are aiming at an approach, 
and this is not only one aspect or another, 
but it is as well about agriculture as about 


services and intellectual property and what 
have you. 

From the paper you can see that there is 
progress. We have made an important step 
forward. On the other hand, we want to be 
realistic in saying there are still a number of 
problems that we have to solve together. 
There is a remaining gap, especially in agri- 
culture. And as we see this as a package 
deal, so to say, we have to negotiate further 
a number of elements. Naturally, negotia- 
tions have to be done in a way that they 
can be successful, but it will be difficult for 
me to be too specific on that. 

Let me assure you that we will continue 
from here, and hopefully, in a period not all 
too long it will be possible for Mr. Dunkel 
of the GATT to come out with a proposal 
that can be endorsed as well by the United 
States and the Community. 

Thank you. 

President Delors. Mr. Lubbers has made 
a full statement on the Community’s side 
on the meeting of this morning. Let me add 
simply as a personal feeling that for the first 
time I am reasonably optimistic upon the 
possibility to reach an agreement in the 
three common—on the Uruguay round. 
And this is very important to deliver a very 
important signal to the world economy. 

Thank you. 


Sanctions Against Yugoslavia 


Q. Mr. President, how extensive are the 
sanctions against Yugoslavia, and why is 
there any reason to believe that the sanc- 
tions against Yugoslavia will be any more 
effective than those already in place against 
Iraq? 

President Bush. Well, I'm not sure how 
effective sanctions by themselves will be. 
The decision to take the sanctions was to 
strongly back the efforts of the EC. As I 
mentioned, they are not complete yet. We 
are going to go to the United Nations to try 
to strengthen the concept of oil embargo. 
But I don’t think anybody can predict with 
any accuracy that sanctions alone will solve 
the problems in Yugoslavia, in Haiti, or in 
Iraq, or in other places. But it is the way 
that the European Community felt, backed 
now by the United States, that we can 
make our position better, clearer to the 
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people in the various entities inside Yugo- 
slavia. 

So, they’re fairly broad. I don’t have a list 
of the specific sanctions here, but I cannot 
say that I think sanctions alone are going to 
get this job done. I hope they will. 


European Unity 


Q. Mr. President, you spoke about the 
importance of accelerating the process to- 
wards European unity. The Netherlands 
tried in the Presidency to do so. Do you 
think we go fast enough, and is the lack of 
speed in this process a problem also in the 
GATT negotiations? 

President Bush. The answer is, the 
manner of how fast one goes, that seems to 
me is a matter for Europe, and I don’t be- 
lieve that the failure to have all those mat- 
ters resolved should inhibit a solution to the 
GATT round. 


GATT Talks 


Q. President Bush, do you think it’s time 
to take up John Major’s suggestion of a G-7 
special summit on the GATT which would 
at least allow you to bring Japan on board, 
given that time is really running out fast? 

President Bush. Well, I didn’t have a 
chance to talk to the Prime Minister about 
that. I’m always interested in his sugges- 
tions; he’s got very good judgment on these 
trade matters. But I think the first thing we 
must do is to follow through in the way that 
we've talked today through the existing 
mechanism. We are trying to get this 
matter wrapped up soon. The next step will 
be, I believe, in Geneva. So, I think that’s 
most important. 

When John Major talks about getting 
Japan involved in various ways, I think he’s 
on to something very important. Because 
it’s the G-7 that gives Japan a window to 
these broad international questions. But 
before I comment on his proposal I would 
just simply stay with the process that we 
talked about here today. 


Agriculture and Trade Issues 


Q. President Bush, American farmers are 
looking at you to deliver on freeing interna- 
tional trade in agriculture. Reading your 
joint declaration, it looks as if they haven’t 
got much to cheer about at the moment. 
And I just wondered if I could ask Mr. Lub- 


1622 


bers a question: Do you think that the U.S. 
Omnibus Trade Act, section 301, can still 
be in existence if there is to be a Uruguay 
round agreement? 

President Bush. Well, on cheering about, 
American farmers have a lot at stake on 
this. Agriculture has been one of the stum- 
bling blocks. Today we say we have made 
some progress. It is highly complex. As a 
layman, not one who has been in on all 
these negotiations, I can tell you I have a 
greater appreciation for the complexity. But 
to the American farmer I would say, please 
read the communiqué here, and say, where 
we've made some progress, I can enthusi- 
astically endorse that. But if the question is, 
do we have all the problems of agriculture 
behind us so that the American farmer can 
rejoice, the answer is, not yet. We’ve got to 
keep on trying, though. 

But I think there’s a positive message 
here. I notice what President Delors said. 
He’s been engaged in this right up to his 
elbows since it started. And if he can say 
that he feels there’s progress, why, I think 
that’s a good message not just for the Amer- 
ican farmer, but for everybody. 

Prime Minister Lubbers. Let me add to 
that question. As I see it, the GATT negoti- 
ations are not about serving one group in 
one country, but have to serve all countries 
in order to get more economic growth. 
That’s the main point. It’s important. That’s 
what we have to do together. That’s the 
first thing. 

The second thing is, that we need a 
result. We came a little bit nearer to that 
today, as President Delors said, in order to 
avoid in the future all sorts of trade wars. 
I’m not going to brief you in formal legal 
formalities now, but I want to say that, of 
course, it would be very important to have 
more trade to have futures for farmers in 
all countries and other industries as well in 
a growing economy, and that we’d have to 
do it in such a way that we have a better 
chance to avoid trade wars in the future. 

Q. And on the trade question? 

Q. President Delors, could you explain, 
President Delors, why you are more opti- 
mistic, and in what areas the differences 
have been narrowed? 

President Delors. This is not the moment 
to enter into details, but it seems to me that 
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the negotiation, the conversation last week 
and the meeting tomorrow morning, this 
morning, excuse me, this meeting provides 
room of maneuver in the two most impor- 
tant sectors: services and agriculture. But 
we must go on. This is not the end of the 
negotiation. But I have always thought that 
result in an increase of the demand be- 
tween U.S. and the Community on the two 
fields, agriculture and services. It was im- 
possible to give an impetus to the negotia- 
tion for all the countries. 

Q. We were hearing earlier on that fig- 
ures were discussed for a new agricultural 
compromise. Do you now have the ingredi- 
ents for something you can suggest to 
Dunkel on creeping together between the 
GATT, the U.S. and the EC, on agriculture 
offers? 

President Delors. We are on the tracks of 
a reform of the common agriculture poli- 
cies. And the contribution of this reform to 
the negotiation of GATT is very simple to 
say. We intend to produce less, to import 
less, to import more, excuse me, and to 
export less. This is our contribution with the 
modification of our old system, and this 
system of agriculture in the communiqué is 
different from the system in the U.S. for 
many reasons. But the main reason is there 
are—{inaudible|—differences between the 
American agriculture and the European ag- 
riculture. 

But if we produce less, we are less pres- 
sure on the world market, and this is a con- 
tribution to the GATT round to let room to 
maneuver for the other exporters, and nota- 
bly, the exporters from less developing 
countries. 

Q. The American President, the question 
was also put to you. 

President Bush. 1 agree with what Mr. 
Delors said. [Laughter] 


Yugoslavia 


Q. With respect to the United Nations, do 
you support the idea of possibly forming a 
peacekeeping force to intervene in Yugo- 
slavia, assuming that your European part- 
hers agree? 

President Bush. You're too far ahead of 
the power curve. We’re not talking about 
force. We’re talking about economic sanc- 
tions. And thus, I cannot answer a hypothet- 


ical question of that nature. We’re just not 
there yet. 


GATT Talks 


Q. President Bush, have you lowered 
your expectations in the agriculture negoti- 
ations—— 

President Bush. No. 

Q. because you were seeking huge 
cuts in subsidies? 

President Bush. No, we haven’t lowered 
our expectations. And I think our position 
publicly is well-known, but I agree with 
what President Delors said. I was not just 
brushing off the question. I really believe 
he said how we all feel the talks went 
today. 

But, no, we’re trying to reach an agree- 
ment, and I think our expectations, which 
certainly include a satisfactory solution to 
the agricultural problem, are about the 
same as they’ve been. 


Protectionist Sentiment in the United 
States 


Q. Mr. President, protectionist pressures 
are already growing in Congress, and given 
the coming political year, will probably 
grow more intense. If you’re unsuccessful in 
these negotiations, how do you expect to 
hold back that pressure? And shouldn’t 
Americans expect you to protect their inter- 
ests, perhaps retaliate for what may be con- 
sidered unfair trade practices? 

President Bush. Well, I think the GATT 
mechanism protects American interests 
there, protects the interests of others. And 
from time to time, we have used the GATT 
mechanism to protect American interest. 
But when I use the word “protection” 
there, I say to guarantee fair play. Just as 
when people bring trade cases against us, 
they would say they’re doing it for fair play. 

On your question of broad protectionist 
swings in the United States, I will continue 
to oppose that kind of protection—isolation, 
if you will—pulling back into fortress Amer- 
ica and thinking that that will benefit the 
American people. It won’t do it. It will 
shrink our existing markets, rather than ex- 
panding markets. 

So, you’re right; some in an election year 
will demagog that issue and try to move 
into a protectionist vein. But that happens 
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every 4 years. Indeed, it happens every 2 
years. 

But I would say to the American working 
man and woman, the best interest is to 
expand our markets and to resist the short- 
run appeal of basic protection philosophy 
because that does nothing but shrink mar- 
kets. And it really is a very bad approach in 
terms of our own interests, as well as in 
terms of the interests of the world. So, I will 
have no problem staying with adherence, 
an advocacy of a freer trading system, free 
and fair, level playing field. 

I took my case to the American people on 
that in 1988. I think it was endorsed then. 
And I recognize that some, given some eco- 
nomic hardships at home, are moving the 
way you say, but I just think they’re wrong. 
The thing where we have been the strong- 
est economically in recent times has been 
through expanding exports, through our 
export market. And one way to guarantee 
the lack of prosperity for the American 
men and women is to shrink those export 
markets. And one way to shrink the export 
markets is to think you can get there by 
what is called “protection.” It simply will 
not work. 

And history is replete with examples of 
where it failed, and I cited in the speech I 
just gave the experience that we had after 
the World War and in the time of the Great 
Depression. So, we are not going to go back 
to a policy of protection. I want to stay with 
a policy of expanding markets for U.S. prod- 
ucts. 

Q. But given the stalled economy and the 
political atmosphere, isn’t that going to be a 
tougher sell? 

President Bush. Well, it could be, if any- 
body believes something that’s not true. 
And what’s not true is that protection is the 
way to prosperity. It is not the way to pros- 
perity, and freer trade is. So, I see your 
point, Jim [Jim Miklaszewski, NBC News] 
but I just don’t, I can’t subscribe to it. And 
I'm not going to change my position based 
on political expediency. And I think the 
American people can see through political 
expediency. And I agree with you that 
some are sounding the siren’s call of protec- 
tion in the States. 


Note: The President’s 111th news conference 
began at 2:15 p.m. in the Noenzaal Room 
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in Binnenhof. Arthur Dunkel is the Director 
General of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT). A tape was not available 
for verification of this news conference. 


Greetings to the American Community 
in The Hague 


November 9, 1991 


Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 
Thank all of you. This is too beautiful a day 
to give my 45 minute speech, don’t you 
think, or not? Yes, and I see the Prime Min- 
ister over here, and let me just say to him 
and the Foreign Minister, Mr. van den 
Broek, two things: One, here they are at 
this school, this American School, interna- 
tional school really, giving up some precious 
time. 

Both of them have dual responsibilities: 
Running the Government here in this mar- 
velous country that’s so friendly to the 
United States, and also their responsibilities 
as they have assumed the Presidency of the 
EC. This would give them a precious few 
minutes off if they didn’t have to him here 
with us today. And I am very grateful to 
them, not only for their leadership and for 
the constructive nature of our meetings and 
for the hospitality that they’ve given us, but 
for taking this little extra bit of time to be 
with us today. Because we owe them an 
enormous vote of thanks for the interest 
that they have taken in this school from the 
day it was conceived. 

So, let’s show them our appreciation, to 
both of you, Ruud and Hans, thank you 
very, very, very much. We are so grateful 
to you. 

And Dr. Schoopert, thank you, sir, for ar- 
ranging this. When I was a kid I never liked 
to do anything on Saturday, other than go 
outside and play soccer or do something 
like that. And I know that this has been a 
strain on some of you guys in the front 
here, having to stay indoors, just as it’s a 
strain on Prime Minister Lubbers, who 
could be out playing hockey. One of the 
great athletes of The Netherlands is teth- 
ered here in the sixth row. So, I will be 
very brief. 
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And I will simply say what a pleasure it is 
to be here. Barbara, who was privileged to 
be here, and you’ve enshrined her visit 
with that cornerstone out there in the front, 
polished it up for today, I think. [Laughter] 
But in any event, she has been telling me 
ever since that first visit how much she ap- 
preciated what you all are doing and were 
beginning to do in putting together this 
marvelous institution that serves so many in 
the field of education. I believe that you’re 
all very fortunate to attend a school of this 
excellence, and I hope that you’re learning 
here not only the wonders of the United 
States, but also the wonders of the Dutch 
culture, history. Then if you do learn that, 
you'll understand why Jim Baker aad I feel 
as enthusiastic as we do about Dutch-U:S. 
relations. They could never be better, and 
we are grateful every single day not only 
for their friendship, but for their vision of 
postwar Europe and of the way they see 
the future from here on. So, we’re very 
fortunate. 

And a point I want to make is, I think all 
of you are very fortunate. I know that some 
of the people who are also responsible for 
building this school are here, Mr. Superin- 
tendent, and there’s no way I could possibly 
thank you enough for helping provide a 
world-class education to many children, 
many generations of American children, 
and other kids as well. 

I think that Americans living abroad are 
the everyday example to people around the 
world of what is embodied in the greatness 
of our country. I don’t expect any of you 
look at yourselves as ambassadors. We’ve 
got one. We’ve got an able one in Ambassa- 
dor Wilkins. He’s the official ambassador. 
But each of you in every way as you inter- 
act with your Dutch friends are ambassa- 
dors. You’re taking the message of what our 
country is about. So, look at it that way 
when you make new friends over in this 
wonderful country. 

But thanks in large part to the enthusi- 
asm of everyone here, I have the feeling 
that we are putting forward America’s best 
face here in this country. 

And so, I wanted to thank you kids, as 
well as the parents, as well as those who 
have made the school possible. And let me 
just say, as I told the Embassy people in 
here, I don’t know how many of you are 


studying history and how far along you are, 
maybe not these little guys, but some out 
there, I’m sure, well-versed in history, in- 
cluding American history, world history. 
And I would simply say to you, I can’t think 
of a more challenging time to be President 
of the United States than in the last few 
years. 

The changes that have taken place in this 
world are mind-boggling. And if any of you 
who are now seniors had been told in your 
freshman year in school, wherever that 
might have been, that the Soviet Union 
would have been falling apart, that you’d 
have democracy raging through South 
America, and that freedom would be on the 
march as it is, I don’t believe that you could 
have believed that. I don’t think your par- 
ents could have told you that that was a 
realistic assumption. And yet, that’s exactly 
what’s happened. And now we're faced 
with a new challenge: How do you try to 
assist Prime Minister Lubbers and others in 
managing this fantastic change? 

But all I want to say about it is, it’s dy- 
namic. It’s for real. And the values that 
your forefathers and mine took for granted 
or adhered to—freedom, democracy, 
human rights—these things are now on fire 
and moving all around the world. 

So, it is a wonderful time in spite of the 
problems we face at home, in spite of the 
problems that face young people in all 
countries, not only to be alive but to be 
looking to the future. 

And so, I expect out here that someplace 
there may be a next President of the 
United States, and whatever her name is— 
{laughter|—I will tell you that Jim Baker 
and I want to do our jobs to make your job 
just a little bit easier. I seldom speak confi- 
dently on behalf of Barbara, but in this in- 
stance I do. We are both thrilled to be here, 
and we will do our best for education at 
home. And you do your best to present 
America’s best side to the people of this 
wonderful country. We’ll make a deal on 
that. 

And thank you, and once again, Mr. 
Prime Minister, Mr. Foreign Minister, I 
can’t tell you how much we appreciate your 
participation in this celebratory occasion. 
It’s a pleasure to be with you. God bless you 
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and may God bless the United States of 
America. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. at 
the American School of The Hague. In his 
remarks, the President referred to: Gail 
Schoopert, superintendent of the American 
School of The Hague; and Howard C. Wil- 
kins, Jr, U.S. Ambassador to The Nether- 
lands. A tape was not available for verifi- 
cation of the content of these remarks. 


Nomination of Richard B. Stone To Be 
United States Ambassador to Denmark 


November 9, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Richard B. Stone, of the 
District of Columbia, to be Ambassador Ex- 
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States to Denmark. He would suc- 
ceed Keith Lapham Brown. 

Senator Stone most recently served as 
chief operating officer for Capital Bank, 
N.A. in Washington, DC, 1989 to present, 
and served as vice chairman and a member 
of the board of directors, 1984 to present. 
From 1983 to 1984, he served as Presiden- 
tial Envoy for Central American Affairs and 
Ambassador at Large for the Department of 
State in Washington, DC. He was vice 
chairman and a member of the board of 
directors for Capital Bank, N.A., 1982-1983; 
and senior resident partner and attorney 
with Proskauer, Rose, Goets, and Mendel- 
sohn, 1981-1982. From 1975 to 1980, Sena- 
tor Stone was a U.S. Senator from Florida. 
He has served as Secretary of State for Flor- 
ida, 1970-1974; and a State Senator from 
Dade County, FL, 1967-1970. In addition, 
he was Miami City Attorney for the City 
Attorney’s Office in Miami, FL, 1966-1967. 

Senator Stone graduated from Harvard 
College (A.B., 1949) and Columbia Universi- 
ty (LL.B., 1954). He was born September 
22, 1928, in New York, NY. He is married, 
has three children, and currently resides in 
Washington, DC. 
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Remarks at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier 


November 11, 1991 


Thank you all. Thank you, Mr. Secretary, 
and thank all of you. To Secretary Garrett 
and General Powell, members of the Joint 
Chiefs, ranking enlisted persons with us 
here today, Members of Congress, to Gen- 
eral Streeter, and, of course, Mr. McCoy. 
Fellow veterans and citizens. 

On this cold autumn day, in this hallowed 
place of honor, we gather to convey our 
Nation’s gratitude for those who risked 
their lives for the land, the people, and the 
ideals they loved. At the 11th hour of the 
llth day of the 11th month of 1918, the 
guns fell silent and the First World War 
drew to an end. Ever since, Americans have 
set aside November 11th to honor our vet- 
erans whose footsteps set the pace of free- 
dom’s march. 

From our fiery birth in 1776 to freedom’s 
latest triumphs in the Persian Gulf, Ameri- 
ca’s veterans have always answered the call 
and given their all whenever tyrants and 
despots imperiled freedom and democracy. 
They called World War I “the war to end 
all wars,” but that was not to be. The Earth 
was engulfed a second time and Americans 
of my generation rose up again to defend 
their homeland and liberate two continents. 
Fifty years later the memorial to World 
War II veterans is all around us, an America 
strong and proud, her proud example light- 
ing the way to liberty. 

And yet even with that war’s end, free- 
dom’s work was not complete. First in 
Korea and then in Vietnam, two more gen- 
erations of Americans responded with de- 
termination and vigor. And today, on this 
Veterans Day, we owe a special debt to the 
men and women of Desert Storm. They 
went proudly, willingly, on a mission of 
high principle and noble purpose to defeat 
aggression and defend freedom. They freed 
a captive nation and set America free by 
renewing our faith in ourselves. 

And in this victory America rallied 
behind those who served in Desert Storm, 
and in a wonderful way, they rallied behind 
those who so proudly served in Vietnam. It 
was long overdue, and it was good for the 
Nation’s soul. America holds a special place 
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in history. As we preserved and strength- 
ened our own democracy, we’ve sought to 
extend the blessings of liberty throughout 
the world. The ideals on which this great 
Nation was founded have taken root in new 
and fertile lands. 

In the Western Hemisphere, 98 percent 
of the people now live in democracies. In 
Africa, people line up to vote as one-man 
states collapse. Europeans, East and West, 
unite in ways never thought possible. Age- 
old enemies of the Middle East finally sit 
face to face to seek an end to their bitter 
strife. The Soviet Union strives to throw off 
the dead hand of communism. And the 
time is coming when those last few totali- 
tarian states will fade into historical oblivi- 
on. 
The United States will always be a force 
for peace in the world. But the peace we 
seek is a real peace. The triumph of free- 
dom, and prosperity, not merely the ab- 
sence of war. We can never know which 
war will be the last. But we take as our 
hope the prophecy of Isaiah, that “nations 
shall not lift sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war anymore.” And yes, we 
hope, we pray, that as the years progress, 
the face of war will recede into our distant 
memory. But the memory of our veterans 
and their sacrifice will never fade. 

President Coolidge said long ago, “The 
nation which forgets its defenders will itself 
be forgotten.” We will not forget. America 
will not forget. We will not forget those 
who died. We will not forget those who do 
the hard work of freedom every day. And 
we will never forget the POW’s and the 
MIA’s yet to be accounted for. 

A year from now, 100 years from now, 
citizens will come here on November 11th 
to remember. And yet we cannot confine 
our obligation to a single day. We must 
always remember the importance of pre- 
paredness and the high cost of liberty. 

For more than 50 years, 24 hours a day, a 
lone sentinel has kept a silent vigil aside the 
Tomb of the Unknowns. And recently, one 
of the outstanding men who guard the 
tomb was asked what is it like here at night, 
alone, in the quiet of this place. And he said 
he felt a kinship to the men resting here; 
that this was where he wanted to be, here 
to honor his comrades and all they repre- 
sent. “Sometimes,” this young PFC said, 


“The rain streaks in your eyes or your fin- 
gers go numb from cold, but then I think 
about what they suffered through. And 
after that my duty doesn’t seem hard at 
all.” 

There’s a poem the honor guards learn 
that says it all. “You are guarding the 
world’s most precious gifts. You, you alone, 
are the symbol of 250 million people who 
wish to show their gratitude. And you will 
march through the rain, the snow, and the 
heat to prove it.” 

To the men and women of our Armed 
Forces and to all our veterans, know that 
you have your country’s gratitude on Veter- 
ans Day and every day of the year. And 
may God Bless America and the veterans 
who keep her free. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:36 a.m. in a 
wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier in Arlington National 
Cemetery. In his remarks, the President re- 
ferred to: Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
Edward J. Derwinski; Victor S. McCoy, Sr., 
the National president of the Paralyzed 
Veterans of America; and Maj. Gen. Wil- 
liam F. Streeter, Commanding General, U.S. 
Army Military District of Washington. 


Proclamation 6370—National Poison 
Prevention Week, 1992 


November 8, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


For more than three decades, we Ameri- 
cans have observed National Poison Preven- 
tion Week as part of a concerted, nation- 
wide campaign to reduce the number of 
accidental poisoning deaths among chil- 
dren. This annual observance, coupled with 
our year-round efforts in both the public 
and private sectors, has helped to save lives: 
during the past 30 years, the number of 
poisoning deaths among children under 5 
years of age has declined markedly, from 
450 in 1961 to 42 in 1988. 

This “success story” certainly merits cele- 
bration. However, because the loss of even 
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one child is more than any family can bear 
and more than our Nation should tolerate, 
we must continue to alert the public about 
the need for poison prevention. 

Leading that effort today is the Poison 
Prevention Week Council, a coalition of 37 
national organizations that are determined 
to protect the health and safety of our most 
vulnerable citizens. The Council, which em- 
bodies our public-private partnership for 
poison prevention, coordinates the annual 
observance of National Poison Prevention 
Week. It also distributes lifesaving informa- 
tion and encourages local poison control 
centers, pharmacies, health departments, 
and other agencies to conduct poison pre- 
vention programs. The United States Con- 
sumer Product Safety Commission, which 
each year provides a member to serve as 
Secretary of the Poison Prevention Week 
Council, helps to direct this important 
public health campaign to prevent child- 
hood poisonings. It is a truly national effort, 
enlisting the help of parents, health profes- 
sionals, educators, and government officials, 
as well as members of industry and the 
media. 

Poison prevention awareness has saved 
lives, but there is more to do. The Ameri- 
can Association of Poison Control Centers 
reports that almost 1 million children are 
exposed each year to potentially poisonous 
medicines or household chemicals. We must 
continue to warn parents, grandparents, 
and other adults about the threat of child- 
hood poisoning and encourage them to 
adopt safety measures. We can take a 
simple yet vital step to prevent accidental 
poisonings by using child-resistant closures 
and by keeping medicines and household 
chemicals out of the reach of children. 

To encourage all Americans to learn 
more about the dangers of accidental poi- 
sonings and to take more preventative 
measures, the Congress, by a joint resolu- 
tion approved September 26, 1961 (75 Stat. 
681), has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation designat- 
ing the third week of March of each year as 
National Poison Prevention Week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning March 
15, 1992, as National Poison Prevention 
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe 
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this week by participating in appropriate 
programs and activities and by learning 
how to prevent accidental poisonings 
among children. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:18 p.m., November 12, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on November 
12, and it was published in the Federal 
Register on November 14. 


Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony 
for Robert Gates as Director of Central 
Intelligence 


November 12, 1991 


Thank you, Dick Kerr, not only for pre- 
senting me here today but for the job 
you’ve been doing as the Acting Director 
here. You’ve been exemplary of the finest 
in public service, and we’re grateful to you. 

It is, indeed, as I look around this room 
wondering who’s minding the store at the 
White House or up on Capitol Hill or at the 
Pentagon, it’s indeed a tribute to Bob Gates 
that so many of his colleagues are here to 
witness this event. Colleagues from inside 
the intelligence community and outside the 
intelligence community. And of course, I 
would single out the Vice President, mem- 
bers of the President’s Cabinet, General 
Powell, General Scowcroft, and so many of 
us that have worked hand-in-hand with Bob 
over the last few years. 

I see some of my predecessors here, DCI, 
and successors. And indeed, this is a special 
occasion. And to Justice O’Connor, we are 
very grateful to you for being here to do 
the honors today. And once again, I want to 
single out the Members of Congress that 
are here from the oversight committees, 
from the leadership, and from the other 
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relevant committees that this 
agency deals with. 

Every time I come out here I still have a 
sense of homecoming. Today I think of that 
January day in 76 when President Ford 
stood here as I took the oath of dffice as 
DCI, admittedly for a very short period of 
time. But I treasure having had that one 
year here, getting to know the people and 
the institution. 

This was without question if not “the,” 
certainly one of the most rewarding years 
of my entire long life. Let me just say to 
the professionals here, the CIA properly 
still has a mystique about it. And I still get 
asked, what was so special for you about 
your privilege of being the DCI there. I still 
say it’s the people here, the dedicated, self- 
less men and women who serve their coun- 
try, not seeking recognition or honors. They 
are true patriots. And we’re grateful to each 
and every one of you. 

Today does mark an historic transition. 
We express the Nation’s thanks for the de- 
voted service of former Director Bill Web- 
ster, who is with us today, and, of course, 
to, as I mentioned, Dick Kerr. We welcome 
then Bob Gates, a new Director from a new 
generation, a generation moving into lead- 
ership without the familiar strategic back- 
drop of the cold war. 

He’s no stranger here. He spent his entire 
career, a quarter of a century, as an intelli- 
gence professional. He’s a keen analyst, and 
he’s an independent thinker. He stood by 
my side and gave me wise counsel during 
the Panama crisis and Desert Storm and 
then the drama of August in Moscow. And 
he has my deepest trust. 

Under your new leader, you men and 
women of the CIA face as challenging a 
mission as you’ve ever had. You must 
change the American intelligence commu- 
nity as rapidly and as profoundly as the 
world itself has changed. Up until now, a 
very large proportion of our intelligence re- 
sources has been devoted to monitoring the 
threat posed by a secretive adversary, obvi- 
ously, the Soviet empire. The collapse of 
the Warsaw Pact and of Soviet communism 
allows us to make different use of some of 
the assets that we once needed to penetrate 
Soviet and East European security. 

Make no mistake: We will not let our 
guard down. We’re not about to dismantle 
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the capabilities that we’ve worked so hard 
to rebuild, but we must adapt them to new 
realities. The intelligence community’s new 
challenge under Bob Gates’s leadership is to 
move beyond the cold war to the complex 
problems of the 21st century. Our world 
without the cold war confrontation is a safer 
world, but it is no Garden of Eden. This is 
not the end of history. Men and nations still 
have their propensities for violence and for 
greed and for deceit. Therefore, we must 
work as vigilantly as possible for better 
world conditions and structures for peace. 

We need a strong intelligence community 
to consolidate and extend freedom’s gains 
against totalitarianism. We need _intelli- 
gence to verify historic arms reduction ac- 
cords. We need it to suppress terrorism and 
drug trafficking. And we must have intelli- 
gence to thwart anyone who tries to steal 
our technology or otherwise refuses to play 
by fair economic rules. We must have vigor- 
ous intelligence capabilities if we’re to stop 
the proliferation of weapons of mass de- 
struction. And so, this is truly a life-or-death 
mission. 

In sum, intelligence remains our basic na- 
tional instrument for anticipating danger: 
military, political and economic. Intelli- 
gence is and always will be our first line of 
defense, enabling us to ward off emerging 
threats whenever possible before any 
damage is done. It can also be a means of 
anticipating opportunities. 

As you work to transform the intelligence 
community to face our new era, I pledge to 
do all that I possibly can to keep American 
intelligence strong. Under Bob Gates’s di- 
rection, we will dramatically expand our 
human intelligence collection efforts. We 
will give our officers and analysts the very 
finest in support technology. We will show 
no tolerance for those who leak secrets that 
protect our intelligence professionals’ lives. 

As the CIA’s Deputy Director during the 
eighties, Bob Gates was an _ innovative 
leader who deserves much of the credit for 
putting strength and pride back into Ameri- 
can intelligence. He’s a man of skill. He is a 
man of integrity. He’ll be a very strong and 
effective manager here. Now, I am looking 
to him and to each and every one of you 
who have given your lives to American in- 
telligence to commit yourselves anew to the 
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excellence that always has been the hall- 
mark of our intelligence community. 

I can certify to the American people with 
total confidence that we have the finest in- 
telligence capability in the world. And 
we're going to strengthen it, and we’re 
going to see that we continue to have this 
as the guardian of the peace. 

I’m grateful to each and every one of you 
that serve here. Give me a chance to say 
thank you. And I’m especially proud to be 
at the side of Bob Gates as he takes the 
oath of office as DCI. May God bless you 
all, and thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:11 a.m. at 
the headquarters of the 2ntral Intelligence 
Agency in Langley, VA. 


Proclamation 6371—National Women 
Veterans Recognition Week, 1991 


November 12, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Earlier this year, some 35,000 American 
service women played highly visible roles in 
ensuring the success of our military oper- 
ations in the Persian Gulf. While we cele- 
brate their outstanding contributions—and 
those of their counterparts here at home 
and at bases around the world—we do well 
to remember that women have been an in- 
valuable part of the United States Armed 
Forces for generations. 

Since the earliest days of our Republic, 
women have written many important pages 
in American military history, often accept- 
ing great risks and sacrifices for the sake of 
others. During the Revolutionary War and 
later during the Civil War, thousands of 
women provided compassionate aid to sick 
and wounded soldiers. Many other women 
served as scouts and couriers, and a number 
of historical accounts relate the stories of 
women who disguised themselves as men in 
order to join in the fighting. During the 
Spanish American War, women nurses 
waged a valiant battle against an epidemic 
of typhoid fever in Army camps. Their 
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work so impressed the Congress that it es- 
tablished the Nurses Corps as a permanent 
auxiliary of the Army. By World War I, the 
Navy and the Coast Guard were also ac- 
cepting women volunteers. 


When World War II required the total 
commitment of this Nation’s will and re- 
sources, women achieved full military status 
in the Women’s Army Corps and in the 
Navy’s WAVES. The Coast Guard and the 
Marines followed suit in accepting women 
enlistees, and the Women’s Air Force Serv- 
ice Pilots was formed to ferry military air- 
craft. 


During the half century since World War 
II, women have continued to be an invalu- 
able part of our Nation’s armed forces. 
From Korea and Vietnam to places such as 
Panama and the Persian Gulf, American 
service women have consistently demon- 
strated the extraordinary courage, patriot- 
ism, and skill that we have come to expect 
of this country’s military personnel. Some 
have been wounded, and others have made 
the ultimate sacrifice, in the line of duty. 


Over the years, the number of women in 
our armed forces has steadily increased. 
Today nearly one and one quarter million 
women stand among our Nation’s veterans. 
This week, we proudly and gratefully salute 
each of them. 


In recognition of the many contributions 
that women veterans have made to our 
country, the Congress, by Senate Joint Reso- 
lution 145, has designated the week begin- 
ning November 10, 1991, as “National 
Women Veterans Recognition Week” and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of November 10 
through November 16, 1991, as National 
Women Veterans Recognition Week. I urge 
all Americans to observe this week with ap- 
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi- 
ties. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
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United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 
George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:51 p.m., November 12, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on November 14. 


Proclamation 6372—National 
Alzheimer’s Disease Month, 1991 and 
1992 


November 12, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 

Advances in science and medicine have 
given millions of Americans the opportunity 
to enjoy longer, healthier lives. Older 
Americans now constitute a growing per- 
centage of our Nation’s population, and, to- 
gether, they represent a rich source of 
knowledge and insight for younger genera- 
tions. By providing senior citizens with op- 
portunities to share their wisdom and expe- 
rience, we not only strengthen and enrich 
this country but also affirm the inherent 
dignity and worth of every human being, 
regardless of his or her age. 

Today, more and more employers and 
other Americans are recognizing the enor- 
mous talent and potential of senior citizens. 
One of the greatest threats to fulfilling that 
potential, however, comes from Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

Alzheimer’s is a debilitating brain disease 
that, over a period of years, robs its victims 
of their memory and intellect, their health, 
their independence, and eventually their 
lives. Alzheimer’s disease also disrupts the 
lives of thousands of Americans who must 
endure the physical, emotional, and finan- 
cial strains of caring for an affected parent, 
spouse or sibling. 

Fortunately, the families of Alzheimer’s 
patients are not alone in their struggle with 
this terrible disease. In communities across 
the country, health care providers, social 
workers, and other concerned professionals 
and volunteers have joined forces to pro- 
mote public awareness of Alzheimer’s and 
to help families that are affected by it. Fed- 


eral, State, and local governments are work- 
ing to improve the delivery of services for 
people with Alzheimer’s, and researchers in 
both the public and private sectors are 
striving to learn how we can prevent and 
eventually cure the disease. Scientists and 
physicians are also developing new methods 
to manage symptoms of Alzheimer’s, as well 
as facilities that are better equipped for the 
special needs of people with the disease and 
related disorders. 

Our ultimate goal, however, must be to 
eliminate the need for such treatments and 
facilities. Accordingly, under the leadership 
of the National Institute on Aging, the Fed- 
eral Government will continue to conduct 
and support biomedical research on Alzhei- 
mer’s disease. During the past few years, 
we have learned much about the basic 
processes of Alzheimer’s and drawn closer 
to identifying its causes; we will now seek 
further progress in these areas, and we will 
place special emphasis on the discovery and 
development of therapeutic drugs. Such ef- 
forts will be crucial to finding ways of treat- 
ing and preventing Alzheimer’s disease. 

As an expression of our Nation’s commit- 
ment to protecting the health of all older 
Americans, the Congress, by Senate Joint 
Resolution 36, has designated November 
1991 and November 1992 as “National Alz- 
heimer’s Disease Month” and has author- 
ized and requested the President to issue a 
proclamation in observance of _ these 
months. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 1991 and No- 
vember 1992 as National Alzheimer’s Dis- 
ease Month. I encourage all Americans to 
observe these months with appropriate pro- 
grams and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 3:05 p.m., November 12, 1991) 
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Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on November 14. 


Notice on Continuation of the Iran 
Emergency 


November 12, 1991 


On November 14, 1979, by Executive 
Order No. 12170, the President declared a 
national emergency to deal with the threat 
to the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States constituted 
by the situation in Iran. Notices of the con- 
tinuation of this national emergency have 
been transmitted annually by the President 
to the Congress and the Federal Register, 
most recently on November 9, 1990. Be- 
cause our relations with Iran have not yet 
returned to normal, and the process of im- 
plementing the January 19, 1981, agree- 
ments with Iran is still underway, the na- 
tional emergency declared on November 
14, 1979, must continue in effect beyond 
November 14, 1991. Therefore, in accord- 
ance with section 202(d) of the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am 
continuing the national emergency with re- 
spect to Iran. This notice shall be published 
in the Federal Register and transmitted to 
the Congress. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 12, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:51 a.m., November 12, 1991) 


Note: This notice was published in the Fed- 
eral Register on November 13. 


Message to the Congress on the 
Continuation of the Iran Emergency 


November 12, 1991 


To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emergen- 
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the 
automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
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of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergen- 
cy is to continue in effect beyond the anni- 
versary date. In accordance with this provi- 
sion, I have sent the enclosed notice, stating 
that the Iran emergency is to continue in 
effect beyond November 14, 1991, to the 
Federal Register for publication. Similar no- 
tices have been sent annually to the Con- 
gress and the Federal Register since Novem- 
ber 12, 1980, most recently on November 9, 
1990. 

The crisis between the United States and 
Iran that began in 1979 has not been fully 
resolved. The international tribunal estab- 
lished to adjudicate claims of U.S. nationals 
against Iran and of Iranian nationals against 
the United States continues to function, and 
normalization of commercial and diplomatic 
relations between the United States and 
Iran has not been achieved. In these cir- 
cumstances, I have determined that it is 
necessary to maintain in force the broad 
authorities that may be needed in the proc- 
ess of implementing the January 1981 
agreements with Iran and in the eventual 
normalization of relations with that country. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 12, 1991. 


Statement on Signing the Veterans’ 
Compensation Rate Amendments of 
1991 


November 12, 1991 


It gives me great pleasure to sign into law 
H.R. 1046, the “Veterans’ Compensation 
Rate Amendments of 1991.” 

Our Nation provides compensation and 
other monetary benefits to service-disabled 
veterans and Dependency and Indemnity 
Compensation (DIC) benefits to the survi- 
vors of those who died as a result of military 
service to our country. 

H.R. 1046 provides a 3.7 percent increase 
in compensation and DIC benefits effective 
December 1, 1991. Nearly 2.2 million 
Armed Forces veterans and their depend- 
ents will benefit from the 3.7 percent in- 
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crease in compensation benefits. In addi- 
tion, the same increase will be provided to 
the 277,000 surviving spouses and 37,000 
children who receive DIC benefits. 

As a Nation, we are ever mindful of the 
special debt that we owe those veterans 
who unselfishly gave of themselves to assure 
the continued safety and greatness of this 
country. The freedoms and liberty that we 
enjoy as citizens of this country depend on 
the men and women in our Armed Forces. 
The measure that I sign today bears witness 
to our gratitude and continued commit- 
ment to those who served our country. It 
demonstrates that the American people will 
not forget the valuable contribution that 
our veterans made to this Nation. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 12, 1991. 


Note: H.R. 1046, approved November 12, 
was assigned Public Law No. 102-152. 


Proclamation 6373—Hire a Veteran 
Week, 1991 


November 12, 1991] 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


During the past year, America’s service 
men and women demonstrated, once again, 
the extraordinarily high standards of profes- 
sionalism and skill that we have come to 
expect of the United States Armed Forces. 
Working together with remarkable preci- 
sion and speed, they ensured the resound- 
ing success of our military operations in the 
Persian Gulf—from the massive deploy- 
ments of Operations Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm to the large-scale humanitari- 
an relief efforts of Operation Provide Com- 
fort and Operation Sea Angel. This month, 
as we salute our Persian Gulf veterans and, 
indeed, all those who have served in our 
Nation’s armed forces, we also recognize 
the wealth of knowledge and experience 
that they have to offer as members of the 
civilian work force. 


From the beginning of Operation Desert 
Shield, the American military showed that 
it is capable of planning and executing tre- 
mendously complex and sensitive oper- 
ations. Our success in the Persian Gulf high- 
lighted not only the superiority of American 
technology but also our troops’ ability to 
employ these remarkable tools. Moreover, 
the conflict in the Gulf reminded all Ameri- 
cans that we can rely on our citizen-sol- 
diers, the Reservists and National Guard 
members who responded so well when 
called upon to stand shoulder-to-shoulder 
with their comrades in the regular compo- 
nents of the active duty military forces. We 
also saw that the American employer is pre- 
pared to stand behind the employee who is 
called to active military service and to safe- 
guard that individual’s employment rights 
while he or she is away. 

This month, as we honor our Nation’s vet- 
erans, let us also recognize the value of re- 
cruiting and hiring these Americans in the 
workplace. Our veterans have developed 
special knowledge and skills through their 
military service, and they clearly possess 
the drive and the discipline that are needed 
to help keep American business competitive 
in the international arena. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
280, has designated the week of November 
10 through November 16, 1991, as “Hire a 
Veteran Week” and has authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America do 
hereby proclaim the week of November 10 
through November 16, 1991, as Hire a Vet- 
eran Week. I encourage all Americans—in 
particular, employers, labor leaders, and 
public officials—to support the campaign to 
increase the employment of men and 
women who have served our country in the 
armed forces. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


1633 





Nov. 12 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:49 a.m., November 13, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on November 14. 


Remarks at a Bush-Quayle Fundraising 
Luncheon in New York City 


November 12, 1991 


Lou, thank you very much. My heavens, 
what a wonderful job you’ve done and 
these chairmen have done on this dinner. 
To paraphrase John F. Kennedy, I’m 
touched at this warm reception but not half 
as touched as all of you have been. [Laugh- 
ter] 

I'll tell you, this is a wonderful, wonderful 
sendoff for us, and I am very grateful to 
you. I want to salute Rabbi Balkany and the 
Harlem Boys Choir, favorites of Barbara’s 
and mine. They’ve been to the White 
House at least a couple of times since we’ve 
been honored to live there. 

Let me just say about our Senator, Al 
D’Amato, we got some priorities coming up 
in 1992, but I think it is absolutely essential 
and, as far as I am concerned, priority to 
see this good man for New York elected 
back to the Senate. And I really believe in 
him. 

I want to thank our Secretary of Com- 
merce, Bob Mosbacher, and today, especial- 
ly, Georgette. You heard Lou singing her 
praises for the job she did. I want to thank a 
couple of other veterans at the table here— 
Wayne Calloway and, of course, Joy Silver- 
man; Bill Powers, the driving force behind 
the New York GOP, our new State chair- 
man in here. And again, I'll be in trouble if 
I go further. But I really think—I want to 
thank all of you for this strong support. 

Let me also say about the elections that 
took place on the 5th: it was a great day for 
the New York GOP and a great day across 
the river as the New Jersey legislature went 
clean sweep for the Republican Party. We 
picked up seats in both areas, both States 
that nobody dreamed we would win. 

I want to especially welcome the leaders, 
now, of the New Jersey legislature: Hay- 
taian and DiFrancesco, who are both here, I 
think. Anyway, if they are, please stand up. 
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Right over here. These two guys are going 
to be running the State legislature now, one 
in the Senate and one in the House. 

Some may have forgotten in the wishful 
thinking of the political coverage on the 
part of the Democrats, but Jim Florio, the 
Governor of New Jersey said, “The New 
Jersey election is a referendum on the Bush 
administration.” So be it. We'll stand by 
that one. We’re all for it, and thank you for 
what you guys did. 

And finally, let me mention the other 
name here, Dan Quayle, back in Washing- 
ton, doing a superb job trying to cut back 
these regulations and on the Competitive- 
ness Council. He’s served our country well 
as an advocate for economic growth, for 
sound foreign policy, as an ambassador for 
our interests abroad, traveling to these vari- 
ous countries and doing a first-class job. And 
he’s even squared off with the American 
Bar Association. Quayle 21, lawyers 0. 
[Laughter] 

I feel blessed—and I really mean this— 
and I think Lou and Wayne and others who 
have been to the White House know how I 
feel. I really am privileged to be the Presi- 
dent, to serve this country at this terribly 
exciting moment in history, a moment 
when America and the ideals that we stand 
for has celebrated a string of successes 
around the world. And in the world beyond 
our shores we have grown accustomed to 
the dizzying pace of change. 

And yet, here at home, and Al touched 
on it, we do have a Congress that, in my 
view—and I think it’s confirmed over- 
whelmingly by the surveys of the American 
people—we have a Congress that is out of 
step with the times and out of touch with 
the heartbeat of the American people. 
They’re pushing the same old, tired liberal 
agenda to a country that is hungry now to 
build on what we’ve done abroad and bring 
that to success here at home. 

And this fall, the American people have 
seen Congress up close, and they’ve seen 
their inability to move when Americans 
demand action. They’ve seen this endless 
appetite for sideshows that have really kind 
of embarrassed our country here and 
abroad. They’ve seen the overindulgence in 
perks and privileges. And they’ve seen 
quote: their tax dollars at work. And I’ve 
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got the feeling that when it comes to the 
Congress, the American people aren’t feel- 
ing very kind and gentle. 

And it shouldn’t surprise anyone that the 
liberals that control the Congress—and 
thank God we have people like Al fighting 
for our values every day in that body—tell 
an entirely different story. They claim they 
can’t act because we don’t have an agenda. 
And you don’t hear much about their 
agenda. The agenda of that liberal leader- 
ship is simply this: Take whatever legisla- 
tion the President sends up to the Hill and 
knock it down; bury it in some obscure sub- 
committee and swear they never even saw 
it. 

This country needs an energy bill. We are 
too dependent on foreign oil for our own 
interests. We’ve got a good energy bill, and 
they won’t even let it be debated in both 
Houses of the United States Congress. 

This is what we’re up against. And I know 
it’s a two-way street, and I hope the Ameri- 
can people understand that I have tried to 
hold out my hand and work with the Con- 
gress, sometimes to the consternation of 
some of the Republicans in the House and 
the Senate. But I’ve tried to work with the 
Congress. I’ve extended the hand and said, 
“Let’s try to do something for this country. 
Reach out. Deal in good faith.” 

And now the political season is upon us. 
The politics of 92 are just across the hori- 
zon here, and the rhetoric is heating up. 
But people are hurting in this country and 
Government, where it can, and where it 
can do it correctly, should try to help these 
people. And so I am going to keep on 
trying to work with the United States Con- 
gress and put the politics aside wherever 
possible because the country’s business has 
to come first. But I am not going to be the 
javelin catcher for the liberals that run the 
Congress anymore. We’re going to fight 
them when we have fundamental issues at 
stake. 

It’s not as if we haven’t had some success- 
es, and thanks to Al and his colleagues on 
our side of the aisle working cooperatively 
with the Democrats, we’ve had some. We 
can be proud of the Clean Air Amendments 
which for the first time enlist market mech- 
anisms in service to our precious environ- 
ment. 


We should champion our child care bill. 
The other side wanted to warehouse our 
kids in a brave new child care-mandated 
Federal bureaucracy. Their answer: let 
some subcommittee chairman that’s been 
there 30 years tell the mothers and fathers 
of this country what kind of child care they 
should have, what kind of child care they 
shouldn’t have. And we _ put instead, 
through hard negotiations passed, a bill that 
puts choice in the hands of the parents and 
keeps those kids as close to the family as 
possible. And it’s good legislation. 

And yes, we should celebrate landmark 
civil rights legislation, like the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, a covenant to bring 
this country’s 43 million disabled citizens 
into the American mainstream. And I’m 
proud of our administration’s role, and our 
Republican Senators’ role in passing this im- 
portant legislation. 

And now, on the other civil rights bill, I 
said, “Look, I want a civil rights bill. I do 
not want a quota bill.” And we stayed with 
it. They thought they were going to ram 
the political decision down against me with 
the American people. I vetoed a bad bill. 
And now we have a civil rights bill that is 
good, that works against discrimination in 
the workplace, but is not a quota bill. And 
that’s what you have to do. You’ve got to 
beat down bad legislation before you can 
get good legislation. And I’m going to sign 
that bill, incidentally. I will be signing that 
civil rights bill enthusiastically and very, 
very soon. 

These successes, and I think they are suc- 
cesses, cannot obscure the fact that the rest 
of our agenda is still stuck in the maze, 
mugged by party leadership, locked into 
the tired, old liberal mind-set, and deter- 
mined to try to go one-up politically. 

Let me just mention our transportation 
bill. We’ve got a good Secretary of Trans- 
portation, as Bob Mosbacher knows, Sam 
Skinner. It’s a job-intensive bill that puts 
Americans to work, improving our infra- 
structure, our roads. And I challenged Con- 
gress to pass that bill along with our com- 
prehensive crime package in 100 days. That 
was back in March. The 100 days came and 
went in June, and now it looks like we 
won't see either one until January. 
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The American people deserve better than 
that. They’re crying out for tough anti- 
crime legislation that protects the police- 
men out there and has a little less sympathy 
for the criminals themselves. 

But the liberal leadership that control 
Congress don’t want to act unless it’s to 
expand the powers of the Government so 
that some subcommittee chairman or some 
staffer in that vast bureaucracy lays down 
another mandate on the American people 
and thus renders our businesses far less 
competitive all around the world. 

Capitol Hill lives in a loophole of its own 
making. Time after time Congress exempts 
itself from the laws that others have to 
abide by. With all those righteous state- 
ments by the Senators beating up on Clar- 
ence Thomas, you wouldn’t know, this is 
the fact, that Congress had exempted itself 
from the sexual harassment remedies that 
apply to private employers. And that’s just 
one of more than a dozen laws that Con- 
gress does not apply to itself. 

The American people aren’t dumb. They 
sense—may not know those facts—but they 
sense there’s something wrong. And I think 
the time has come for those who make the 
laws to live by those same laws. 

If the Democrats who control the Con- 
gress don’t heed the will of the people, the 
people may just do a little legislating of 
their own. That’s what these term limits are 
about all across the country. That’s why you 
see enthusiasm for term limits all across the 
country. People sense there’s something 
wrong in the United States Congress. And 
they’re tired of double standards, double 
talk. They want action. They want action to 
get this economy growing again. But they 
don’t want phony action. They don’t want a 
fix put on there by pledging some euphoric 
tax cut that may or may not have an effect 
on the economy and definitely could have 
an adverse effect on a deficit that is far too 
large. 

And right now the signals are mixed. Yes, 
we had growth in the third quarter, not 
near as vigorous as anybody in this room or 
certainly standing at this podium would 
like. Inflation numbers, thank heavens, are 
good because high inflation is that stealth 
tax that hits every American right in the 
pocketbook. We’re getting those fundamen- 
tals moving in the right direction. The in- 
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terest rates are at a good low now com- 
pared to recent history. And I’m convinced 
we'll soon see these low rates kick in and 
boost this sagging consumer confidence. 

I was talking to some businessmen earlier, 
and I'd frankly like to see the credit card 
rates down. I believe that would help stimu- 
late the consumer and get consumer confi- 
dence moving again. But people are hurt- 
ing. And they’re hurting here in New York, 
and they’re hurting across this country, and 
families trying to make ends meet, proud 
Americans trying to keep their dignity 
when they lost their jobs. And I don’t know 
any American who sees this happening who 
is so callous that he cannot feel or she 
cannot feel a tug in her heart, who doesn’t 
want to reach out actually and hold out a 
hand and try to help these people. 

But the opposition sees this as a question 
of lost jobs. And the solution then comes in 
the form of a check. And we see it another 
way: As a matter of lost opportunity, as a 
chance to recapture dignity in the form of a 
paycheck. In short, we see the answer to 
unemployment as economic growth. As Lou 
would say, making the pie bigger so more 
and more people can participate. 

Three times in 3 years I’ve called on the 
United States Congress to enact economic 
measures that I believe are sound, that 
would not exacerbate a deficit that is al- 
ready too high, and that would help eco- 
nomic growth. 

Three times in 3 years the leadership up 
on the Hill sent those initiatives into a liber- 
al limbo up there. Tort reform is a good 
example, placing reasonable limits on some 
of these outrageous awards. These outra- 
geous awards are rendering us noncompeti- 
tive in many ways. 

New initiatives to increase savings and in- 
vestment; IRA’s that are tailored to boost 
home ownership and give the housing in- 
dustry a needed boost; enterprise zones to 
spawn a new generation of urban entrepre- 
neurs. Over and over again, I’ve sent those 
requests to the United States Congress. And 
yes, a capital gains tax cut which I believe, 
if it could be done without getting a lot of 
baggage on it coming out of the Congress, 
would unleash investment and get our 
economy moving again. 
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Two years ago, in November of 1989, we 
came close on capital gains. A majority in 
both the Senate and the House passed a 
package containing a capital gains tax cut. 
And it took a last-minute political maneuver 
by Senator Mitchell, the Democratic leader 
of the Senate, to block the passage. And he 
got that political victory. And 8 months 
later, our economy slipped into recession 
that we all have been worried about. 

I'll make a deal with the Democrats: You 
give me the political rhetoric, you give me 
the political heat that you think comes from 
labeling the capital gains cut as a tax that 
benefits only the rich, and I'll bear that 
political burden. But give the economy a 
chance to see what would happen if we 
passed the capital gains reduction, because I 
believe it would help put us back to work. 
It’s not an instant fix. It would help. It 
would stimulate growth. I think it would 
generate more jobs, short run at least, and 
the Treasury thinks long run it would gen- 
erate income and ultimately bring in more 
tax revenue than it costs. But the leadership 
up in the Congress is making it extraordi- 
narily difficult not just to do this one, but 
any of these initiatives that I’ve told you 
about. 

Lou and I were talking about another 
thing here at lunch and Wayne Calloway— 
we were talking about the link between do- 
mestic and foreign policy. Look at the way 
the liberals talk about foreign policy. Since I 
took the oath of office, the Nation has been 
called on to meet one challenge after an- 
other. It’s been an exciting time of change 
in the world from Eastern Europe to 
Panama and to, yes, what Al was talking 
about, to the Persian Gulf. 

And each time, America answered the 
call. Each time, America advanced the 
cause of freedom. Because we did, America 
stands today as the world’s preeminent 
power: Economic, political, military, and 
this last one is important, yes, moral power. 
The moral beacon for other countries 
around the world. 

And yet, we hear the political voices 
going up as we move into an election year, 
“Well, why does the President spend so 
much time on foreign policy?” I don’t care 
what the second-guessers in the Capitol 
have to say. I am not going to apologize for 
one single minute that I devote to advanc- 


ing our economic principles abroad or 
working for world peace. I’m not going to 
change because this is in the interest of 
everybody in this country. 

When you hear some of this carping up 
on the Capitol Hill, you’d think we were 
back in the 19th century, isolated from the 
rest of the world by two oceans. Today the 
neat little boxes—we label them “foreign” 
and “domestic’”—they’re outdated, relics 
from an earlier era that don’t describe the 
new world around us. 

Think about the great questions of war 
and peace. If we succeed in making this a 
more peaceful world for your grandkids and 
ours, is that foreign policy or is it domestic? 
Will it eventually have a benefit for the 
taxpayer because we can do better in terms 
of defense spending, reorienting our prior- 
ities? Or are they two separate things? 

Look at the crisis in the Middle East. Last 
month in Madrid we asked ancient enemies 
to come and sit down at the same table, to 
put aside generations of hatred for the sake 
of peace. And yet, one of the leaders on the 
Democratic side of the House of Represent- 
atives got up—when I was in Madrid for 36 
hours to convene this historic conference— 
and got up and criticized me for being 
there. I’m very sorry, I am not going to 
change my ways because I believe we have 
an historic opportunity, and it’s only the 
United States that can help bring peace to 
that troubled corner of the world. 

Think about a problem plaguing this 
country, this city, this State, and many 
other cities: illegal drugs. When I convene a 
drug summit in Cartagena, Colombia, that 
helps work with them to stop the tidal 
wave of crack before it hits the streets of 
New York, is that foreign policy or is that 
domestic? 

Think about the global economy. Liberals 
act as if the global marketplace is way over 
there somewhere in Asia or in Europe 
when it’s really all around us. Consider this: 
Every additional billion dollars in new trade 
in manufactured goods, for example, means 
20,000 new American jobs. And so when I 
go to The Hague, as I was there just this 
past Saturday, to make our case with the 
leaders of the EC to open up the European 
markets to American goods, particularly 
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American agricultural goods, is that foreign 
policy or is that domestic policy? 

We were talking about it up here again. 
And as you know I’ve postponed a trip to 
East Asia, as important as it is, to push for 
freer trade and open markets in Japan and 
Korea and Australia; Singapore we were 
going to. When I learned that Congress 
might stay in session past Thanksgiving 
recess, I thought I’d better change my 
plans. 

You see, I saw that movie, “Home 
Alone”—{laughter|—and I owe it to the 
American taxpayer to make sure Congress 
never stays home alone. [Laughter] But that 
trip is going to be put back on because it’s 
too important. You’re not going to make me 
cancel a trip of that nature for pure politics. 
It’s in the interest of the worker in this 
country. It’s in our own selfish economic 
interest and our national security interest as 
well that we have good relations and im- 
proving relations with these countries. 

Let me focus for just a second on one 
reason why an especially urgent piece of 
legislation should be passed. I’m talking 
about the extending the unemployment 
benefits. The Democratic leaders know that 
I’ve been ready since August to sign an ex- 
tension, but to sign one as proposed by 
most of the Republicans in the Senate and 
House that lives within the budget agree- 
ment. We don’t have to add to the ever- 
increasing deficit and still do what is com- 
passionate and correct. They passed a bill. 
They wanted to embarrass me politically. I 
vetoed that bill. I said I'll sign one tomor- 
row if you'll live within the budget agree- 
ment like our proposal, but I think they 
want a political victory rather than trying to 
help the working men and women that are 
out of work and need extended unemploy- 
ment benefits. 

But I’m not going to change. We cannot 
knuckle under every time they come along 
with a new spending program that is going 
to mortgage every generation that comes 
and every person that is working. Ninety- 
four percent of the people are working and 
paying taxes, and some of those laid off are 
paying taxes. And I don’t want to be the 
President that says to them, “Hey, we’re 
going to help these people,” then raise the 
taxes to pay for it or add to this already 
obnoxious deficit. Unemployed workers de- 


1638 


serve this kind of support, but we need a 
change in the Congress if we’re going to do 
it in a way that lives within the budget 
agreement. 

I honestly believe that the American 
people are ready to move in a new direc- 
tion. We’ve got real problems. I think 
they’re tired of a lot of political talk, maybe 
from the White House, certainly from the 
Congress. But they’re tired of hearing a lib- 
eral litany, tired of people that get up and 
just keep saying what’s wrong with our 
country. There are some good fundamentals 
out there. And sometimes I get this sinking 
feeling that the Democrats believe that 
they can win only if times are bad. They 
have a vested interest in seeing us fail. And 
what a tawdry, negative way to view this, 
the greatest country on the face of the 
Earth. 

You see, that’s not our America. And if I 
become a candidate for President of the 
United States—giving serious thought to 
that right now, and I must say this fantastic 
turnout and this sendoff you might say is 
kind of moving me over there. [Laughter] 
But I look forward to taking this case to the 
American people. This isn’t a country that 
needs a quick fix. We need some confi- 
dence. We don’t have to think that we can 
just spend our way into getting votes. 
We've got some grounding fundamentals 
out there that are moving in the right di- 
rection. 

It’s not our America, this pessimistic one. 
We're the America that’s envied the world 
over. I wish you could go with me as we 
travel to some of these places. The America 
we know is right and decent and good. And 
Americans want leadership. I think the fam- 
ilies out there want somebody that believes 
in family values and shares their faith and 
someone who will summon up the best in 
the American spirit to shape a new Ameri- 
can century. I’d call it a new American des- 
tiny. This is a great time to be an American. 
It’s a great time, as you look ahead, for the 
young people of this country, when you 
think of the big questions like world peace, 
questions of prosperity here at home. 

And so that’s our vision. Emphasize 
what’s good. Put forward ideas that can 
change things for the better. Hold out your 
hand when people are hurting. But do not 
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depart from the fundamentals to achieve 
short-term political gain. It starts right here, 
now, with all of you. And please stay in- 
volved in the political process. Because I 
am absolutely convinced that with your 
support we will succeed and make things 
better for the American people. 

Thank you and may God bless the United 
States of America. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom of The New York 
Hilton and Towers. In his remarks, the 
President referred to Louis Gerstner, princi- 
pal chairman of the luncheon; Georgette 
Mosbacher, Wayne Calloway and Joy Sil- 
verman, co-chairmen; William Powers, 
chairman of the New York State Republican 
Party; Rabbi Milton Balkany, Dean of the 
Bais Yaakev of Brooklyn, NY; and Donald 
T. DiFrancesco, President of the New Jersey 
State Senate; Garabed “Chuck” Haytaian, 
Speaker of the New Jersey Assembly. 


Remarks to The Asia Society in New 
York City 


November 12, 1991 


Thank you all very much. And John 
Whitehead, thank you, sir. John has served 
this country with great distinction over the 
years, and it’s great to join him and Nancy 
here this evening, the other distinguished 
leaders here with me, and all of you—so 
many ambassadors from countries in Asia, 
chargés, United Nations contingents, Wash- 
ington, DC contingents. And I’m just de- 
lighted to be here with all of you. 

It’s also a pleasure to see Asia Society 
President Robert Oxnam, and then vice 
chairman Peter Aaron. To you, and to the 
distinguished men and women in this audi- 
ence, greetings, and my thank for this op- 
portunity to speak with you on topics of 
great concern to us all. And I heard you 
were having broccoli so I asked to speak 
before the dinner. [Laughter] I hope this 
doesn’t really foul things up, but I feel 
strongly about that. [Laughter] No, but seri- 
ously, we do have to go back. And I’m very 
pleased for this accommodation, and I hope 
you'll all understand. 


But as you know, I have just returned 
from Rome, that NATO meeting, and The 
Hague for an EC meeting. There, I worked 
with other Western leaders to help build a 
post-cold-war world that’s characterized by 
mutual security, democracy, individual lib- 
erty, free enterprise, and unfettered inter- 
national trade. I want to talk tonight about 
those topics, but with the accent on Asia. 

But first, for audiences here and in Asia, I 
think it’s important to discuss once again 
why I will not travel to the region this 
month, later this month. As President, I 
must serve the entire nation in the domes- 
tic and foreign arenas. Sometimes those ob- 
ligations clash. When we planned our trip a 
couple of months ago, worked out the 
schedule, Congress had planned to adjourn 
early in this month. I believe it was Novem- 
ber 2d, possibly November 4th. Now the 
Members say that they will wrap-up by No- 
vember 22, but who knows? We will re- 
schedule the trip, but I will not leave while 
Congress is wrapping-up a session. It can 
commit too much mischief in times like 
that. [Laughter] 

I saw “Home Alone,” that movie—{laugh- 
ter|—and I just don’t feel comfortable— 
[laughter|—leaving Congress home alone. 
But make no mistake, however, I will not 
turn my back on my responsibility to do the 
Nation’s business here and abroad. And in 
times of economic pain, I certainly will not 
give up an opportunity to work with our 
allies to create new markets, new jobs, and 
new opportunities for American workers in 
agriculture, in manufacturing, and in serv- 
ice industries. 

And I certainly will not permit us to re- 
treat into a kind of Fortress America, which 
will doom us to irrelevance and poverty. 
The notion that we can separate domestic 
and foreign policy rests upon a stubborn 
fantasy that we can live as an isolated island 
surrounded by a changing and developing 
world. We tried isolationism, and we ended 
up fighting two bloody World Wars. 

We tried economic isolationism, protec- 
tionism, and we helped set off a worldwide 
depression. I remain deeply committed to 
building closer ties with the Asia-Pacific 
region. Although much of our Nation’s her- 
itage comes from Europe, our future points 
equally, importantly, toward Asia. 
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Asia’s transformed itself in the space of a 
generation into the most rapidly growing 
region on the face of the Earth. Asia-Pacific 
nations enjoyed staggering real economic 
growth in the decade of the eighties: The 
Australian economy grew 41 _ percent; 
Japan’s nearly 52 percent; Malaysia almost 
60 percent; Hong Kong—there are many 
here from Hong Kong tonight—89 percent; 
Singapore 93 percent; Taiwan 116 percent, 
and South Korea 150 percent. 

The Asia-Pacific region has become our 
largest and fastest growing trading partner. 
We conduct more than $300 billion worth 
of two-way trade annually. Together, we 
generate nearly half, listen to this one, to- 
gether we generate nearly half of the 
world’s gross national product. American 
firms have invested more than $61 billion 
in the region, and that figure will grow. 
Asians have invested more than $95 billion 
in the United States. In everything from 
automobiles to microchips, from baseball to 
Australian rules football, we grow closer 
each day. 

A few years ago, it was fashionable to 
refer to the 20th century as the American 
century and the 2lst as the Pacific century, 
as if we were engaged in some long-term 
competition with our Asian allies. I don’t 
see it that way. The United States will 
remain large and powerful, but in years to 
come, we will deepen our partnership with 
our Asian friends in building democracy 
and freedom. 

We'd be here forever if I tried to tick off 
our interests and activities, country by 
country. So, forgive me but instead, I will 
address three central issues in our relation- 
ships with the nations of the region: securi- 
ty, democracy, and trade. 

In the area of security, Asia’s variety has 
spawned a diverse pattern of political and 
strategic cooperation. Our custom-made 
agreements and relationships provide a 
strong foundation for future security. 

Let me give you a few examples of how 
we seek to build the peace. The conflict in 
Indochina has preoccupied this Nation for 
years. Finally, we’ve entered into a period 
of healing and constructive cooperation. We 
will work step-by-step to resolve the painful 
issues left by that war. The ASEAN nations, 
Japan, Australia, and the U.N. Security 
Council’s permanent members recently 
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forged a Cambodian peace process that 
promises free elections in a nation previous- 
ly rent by tyranny and genocide. Just yes- 
terday, for the first time in 16 years, we 
sent an accredited diplomat to Cambodia to 
participate in the peacemaking arrange- 
ments. 

We envision normal relations with Viet- 
nam as the logical conclusion to a step-by- 
step process that begins by resolving the 
problems in Cambodia, and by addressing 
thoroughly, openly, and conclusively the 
status of American POW’s-MIA’s. 

Today, I am announcing that we will up- 
grade our relations with Laos, and that we 
soon will place an ambassador in Vientiane. 

The Republic of Korea has moved to 
build better ties with North Korea while 
boldly challenging the North to abandon its 
menacing nuclear weapons program, which 
is the greatest threat to regional peace. 

We welcome recently organized efforts 
involving us, the Japanese, the Soviets, Chi- 
nese, and Koreans to bring North Korea’s 
nuclear program under international super- 
vision. Meanwhile, we will maintain our 
military presence in the South as long as 
the people want and need us. 

In laying the foundation for peace 
through our global partnership, we have 
worked closely with Japan in the area of 
foreign aid. We are the world’s two fore- 
most providers of such aid. We also cooper- 
ate on development assistance, more and 
more on environmental protection, trade, 
arms control, refugees, and regional peace. 
We’ve urged the Soviet Union to take a 
progressive attitude toward the Northern 
Territories in its discussions with Japan. 

The Japanese have joined us in trying to 
lead the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 
toward free enterprise. They support more 
than 45,000 U.S. military forces in Japan 
with $3 billion in annual host nation contri- 
butions. Japan contributed nearly $13 bil- 
lion to the multinational forces for the Gulf 
war, 10 billion of which went to the United 
States. This required new taxes, a very 
tough thing for any politician to ask of 
working people, but Japan deserves praise 
for choosing the right course. 

To the South, Australia casts a presence 
far larger than its relatively small popula- 
tion would suggest. It takes justifiable pride 
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in its long tradition of defending democra- 
cy, and its economic, political, and cultural 
presence helps unite the Asia-Pacific region 
with the rest of the world. 

We can help ensure future peace in the 
region and defend our interests through a 
range of military arrangements. Bilateral al- 
liances, access agreements, and structures 
such as the five-power defense arrangement 
give us the flexibility we need. 

While we must adjust our force structure 
to reflect post cold war realities, we also 
must protect our interests and allies. In this 
light, we cannot afford to ignore the impor- 
tant sources of instability: in North Korea; 
in Burma, where socialist despotism holds 
sway, despite, I might say, I might add, de- 
spite the heroic efforts of freedom fighters 
like Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi; in 
China and other states that resist the world- 
wide movement toward political pluralism, 
and that contribute to the proliferation of 
dangerous weapons. 

Let me mention just a few words regard- 
ing China. China is vitally important. It is 
our policy to remain engaged. We believe 
this is the way to effect positive change in 
the world’s most populous nation. That’s ex- 
actly what Secretary of State Jim Baker is 
doing there this week. 

Fortunately, the key to future stability in 
the region lies not with arms, but with bal- 
lots. Democracy has swept across Asia with 
some notable exceptions, such as Burma, 
China, North Korea, and Vietnam. Yet we 
remain engaged in the region, and especial- 
ly in China. If we retreat from the chal- 
lenge of building democracy, we will have 
failed many who have worked hard, even 
died, for the cause. 

The United States will support democracy 
wherever it can, understanding that nations 
adopt political freedom in their own ways, 
in manners consistent with their histories 
and cultures. After decades of uncertainty, 
the future really does seem full of hope, 
and even the intransigent few seem likely 
to join the rest of the world in building a 
commonwealth of freedom. 

Then this brings us then to the third focal 
point, and a crucial ingredient in a stable, 
free society, and I’m talking, of course, 
about economic prosperity. No nation can 
ignore the incredible vitality of this region, 
or afford to. Yes, we disagree on some im- 


portant trade issues, but we also recognize a 
more important fact: Our fates and values 
have become linked forever. 

Contrary to the opinions of American 
protectionists, free trade requires efforts by 
all parties involved. Too often, trade dis- 
putes bring out the worst in people. Japan 
bashing—you’ve heard that expression— 
Japan bashing has become a minor sport in 
some places in the United States, and some 
in Japan have become equally scornful of 
the United States. Both our nations must 
reject those who would rather seek out 
scapegoats than tackle their own problems. 

We made a good start. The Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Group encourages 
growth and trade. The Uruguay round of 
GATT talks remains the single most impor- 
tant vehicle for advancing the cause of free 
trade and fending off the scourge of protec- 
tionism. We call upon Japan and Korea to 
work with us in breaking down old barriers 
to trade, opening up markets in manufac- 
turing, services, and agriculture. Our Struc- 
tural Impediments Initiative, those talks 
have helped lower barriers to trade and in- 
vestment. But we need to give those talks 
new life, give them a kick, and create a 
better climate in Japan for U.S. businesses. 

The fact is that Japan, which nearly half a 
century ago became a focal point of Ameri- 
can hatred, has become one of our closest 
and most treasured allies. I enjoyed a warm 
and constructive relationship working with 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu. And I look 
forward to spending time with my old 
friend, Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa, sig- 
nificantly, a man steeped in Western and 
Eastern culture and superbly equipped to 
build bridges of culture and trade between 
our two great nations. 

Together, we can build an even more 
prosperous and spectacular future—but 
only if we take up the tough, rewarding 
task of promoting worldwide economic lib- 
erty. We seek a vibrant international eco- 
nomic system that unites markets on every 
continent. 

We in the United States also must 
strengthen our economy. We level an unac- 
ceptably high effective tax rate on capital 
gains. Germany, no capital gains tax. The 
complicated Japanese tax averages about 1 
percent. This puts our own business people, 
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our own entrepreneurs, and venture cap- 
italists at a huge and shameful disadvantage 
compared to our Asian trading partner. 

We run an enormous and growing budget 
deficit, which inflames political divisions 
within our own country. We must take 
powerful action to reduce that deficit while 
nourishing economic growth. To compete 
internationally we must modernize our 
banking industry and make our industrial 
base more competitive. We must work with 
our allies to build a stable and sound mone- 
tary regime. 

Perhaps most important, we must build 
human capital. We have an obligation to 
prepare future generations for life in the 
21st century. The integrated global econo- 
my will demand more of us than ever 
before, and our schools must meet the chal- 
lenge. 

Technological change can do much more 
than make our lives more comfortable. It 
can sweep away totalitarianism and forge 
the foundation for lasting liberty. We live in 
an age of liberation technology, and no 
technology does more for the cause of free- 
dom than the means of mass communica- 
tion. No wall is high enough and no govern- 
ment sufficiently despotic to shut off what 
some call a revolution of electrons. As we 
compete with our allies in this area, we 
must remember that information feeds in- 
tellect, and good information fosters free- 
dom. 

Let me close by summarizing our general 
approach to relations with Asia. Our admin- 
istration sees six keys to promoting lasting 
peace in the Asia-Pacific region: progressive 
trade liberalization, security cooperation, a 
shared commitment to democracy and 
human rights, educational and scientific in- 
novation, respect for the environment, and 
an appreciation of our distinct cultural her- 
itages. 

Americans have always looked to the ho- 
rizons for their destiny, even from our earli- 
est days. And we’ve grown great because 
we've welcomed people from every conti- 
nent and every country, and we’ve tried to 
make use of their distinct talents when they 
come here, while constructing a common 
culture. 

Today, we celebrate that diversity, and 
celebrate the prospect that in years to 
come, we will develop with our Asian 
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friends even greater ties of trade and cul- 
ture. 

I look forward to traveling soon to Asia, 
to advance these important principles, and 
to expand market opportunities for tens of 
thousands of American workers and _ busi- 
nesses. As President, I will continue build- 
ing ties with our allies because those ties 
mean peace at home and jobs for American 
men and women. 

I want to thank the Asia Society for its 
vital contributions to the cause of peace, 
prosperity, and understanding. I look for- 
ward to your help as I seek to build closer 
bonds of affection and interest with the 
peoples of the vast, marvelous, varied Asia- 
Pacific region. 

Thank you all. And may God bless our 
Asian-Pacific friends and the United States 
of America. Thank you very very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:20 p.m. at 
the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to John Whitehead, chairman of 
The Asia Society, and his wife, Nancy. Fol- 
lowing these remarks, the President re- 
turned to Washington. 


Proclamation 6374—National Red 
Ribbon Month, 1991 


November 13, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


During the month of November, we 
Americans pause to count our many bless- 
ings—including the love of family and 
friends, the joy of freedom and security, 
and, of course, the gift of life itself. Thus, 
the holiday season that traditionally begins 
on Thanksgiving is a very special time of 
celebration and renewal. 

Tragically, however, this time of peace 
and joy will become a time of mourning for 
far too many American families as a result 
of alcohol-related traffic accidents. Count- 
less hopes and dreams will be destroyed this 
holiday season when drinking turns deadly 
behind the wheel. 
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Drunk driving often makes headlines 
during the holidays, but we must remember 
that this scourge is a year-round public 
health problem. Indeed, the Department of 
Transportation reports that traffic accidents 
remain the single leading cause of death for 
Americans between the ages of 5 and 32, 
and that almost half of these fatalities in- 
volve alcohol. In 1990 alone, more than 
22,000 people died in alcohol-related motor 
vehicle accidents—an average of one 
person every 24 minutes. Each year, an- 
other 345,000 persons are injured in drunk 
driving incidents. 

The toll that alcohol-related accidents 
takes on Americans between the ages of 16 
and 20 is especially alarming. Although in 
most States it is illegal for minors to pur- 
chase alcoholic beverages in any form, 
nearly half of all traffic fatalities in this age 
group stem from alcohol-related accidents. 
In 1990 alone, the lives of some 3,361 
young men and women—potential scien- 
tists, physicians, teachers, and parents— 
were violently cut short. 

The news is not all bad, however. In 
recent years, we have made encouraging 
progress in our efforts to stop drunk and 
drugged driving. According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA), alcohol-related fatalities among 
all adults have declined approximately 13 
percent since 1982. The NHTSA also re- 
ports that, since 1984, when the Congress 
called on all States to raise their minimum 
legal drinking age to 21, alcohol-related 
deaths among youth have likewise dropped. 
Indeed, the law has saved the lives of about 
1,000 young Americans between the ages of 
16 and 20 every year. 

This progress has been made possible by 
a combination of tougher laws at the Feder- 
al, State, and local levels and by concerted 
public awareness campaigns in both the 
public and private sectors. Nevertheless, we 
still have much work to do. Accordingly, 
our National Health Objectives for the year 
2000 include targets for reducing the 
number of alcohol-related motor vehicle fa- 
talities. We remain firmly resolved to 
reduce underage drinking, and we will con- 
tinue to seek both the enactment and the 
enforcement of tougher laws against driving 
under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 


Millions of concerned individuals across 
the United States have rallied in support of 
these and other measures against drunk 
driving. This month, the 3,000,000 mem- 
bers of Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) will launch a major public aware- 
ness campaign by asking Americans to “Tie 
One on for Safety” during the upcoming 
holiday season. Members of MADD will dis- 
tribute more than 90,000,000 red ribbons 
nationwide to remind all those who might 
get behind the wheel to think before they 
drink. 

To help heighten public awareness of the 
dangers of drinking and driving, the Con- 
gress, by Senate Joint Resolution 188, has 
designated November 1991 as “National 
Red Ribbon Month” and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation in observance of this month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 1991 as Nation- 
al Red Ribbon Month. I urge all Americans 
to observe this month with appropriate pro- 
grams and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of November, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and ninety-one, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and sixteenth. 


George Bush 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:21 p.m., November 13, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on November 15. 


Statement on Extending Most-Favored- 
Nation Trading Status to Bulgaria 


November 13, 1991 


I am pleased to sign into law House Joint 
Resolution 282, which approves the exten- 
sion of most-favored-nation (MFN) tariff 
treatment to products of Bulgaria pursuant 
to a bilateral trade agreement. This resolu- 
tion is a milestone in our rapidly developing 
relations with Bulgaria. My signature on this 
resolution represents American support of 
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the Bulgarian people’s historic decision for 
democracy, a free market economy, and the 
rule of law. 

We stand with the people of Bulgaria as 
they strive to reintegrate their country into 
the global economy, and we welcome Bul- 
garia as it joins the community of free na- 
tions. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 13, 1991. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in 
Criminal Matters Between Uruguay 
and the United States 


November 13, 1991 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Treaty between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States of America 
and the Government of the Oriental Re- 
public of Uruguay on Mutual Legal Assist- 
ance in Criminal Matters, signed at Monte- 
video on May 6, 1991. I transmit also, for 
the information of the Senate, the Report of 
the Department of State with respect to the 
Treaty. 

The Treaty is one of a series of modern 
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego- 
tiated by the United States in order to 
counter criminal activities more effectively. 
The Treaty should be an effective tool to 
assist in the prosecution of a wide variety of 
modern criminals, including members of 
drug cartels, “white collar criminals,” and 
terrorists. The Treaty is self-executing. 

The Treaty provides for a broad range of 
cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual as- 
sistance available under the Treaty in- 
cludes: (1) the taking of testimony or state- 
ments of witnesses; (2) the provision of doc- 
uments, records, and evidence; (3) the exe- 
cution of requests for searches and seizures; 
(4) the serving of documents; and (5) the 
provision of assistance in locating, tracing, 
immobilizing, seizing and forfeiting pro- 
ceeds of crime, and restitution to the vic- 
tims of crime. 
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I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Treaty 
and give its advice and consent to ratifica- 
tion. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 13, 1991. 


Memorandum Authorizing Assistance 
to Senegal 


November 13, 1991 
Presidential Determination No. 92-5 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Defense 


Subject: Determination to Authorize the 
Furnishing of Goods and Services to 
Senegal 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 552(c\2) of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C. 
2348a(c\2), (the “Act’”), I hereby determine 
that: 


(1) as a result of an unforeseen emergen- 
cy, the provision of assistance under Chap- 
ter 6 of Part II of the Act in amounts in 
excess of funds otherwise available for such 
assistance is important to the national inter- 
est of the United States; and 


(2) such unforeseen emergency requires 
the immediate provision of assistance under 
Chapter 6 of Part II of the Act. 


I therefore direct the drawdown of com- 
modities and services from the inventory 
and resources of the Department of De- 
fense of an aggregate value not to exceed 
$10 million to support Senegal’s deploy- 
ment of peacekeeping forces to Liberia. 


The Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to report this determination to the 
Congress and to publish it in the Federal 
Register. 


George Bush 
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Nomination of Arnold R. Tompkins To 
Be an Assistant Secretary of Health and 
Human Services 


November 13, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Arnold R. Tompkins, of 
Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Health and Human Services for Manage- 
ment and Budget, succeeding Mary Sheila 
Gall, and to be Chief Financial Officer at 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services, a new position. 

Since 1989, Mr. Tompkins has served as 
Counselor to the Deputy Secretary at the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services in Washington, DC. In addition, he 
has served as Acting Assistant Secretary for 
Planning and Evaluation at the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, 1989- 
1990; and as Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Social Services Policy, 1985-1989. 

Mr. Tompkins graduated from Bowdoin 
College (B.A., 1972) and Howard University 
(J.D., 1975). He was born July 4, 1950, in 


Washington, DC. Mr. Tompkins is married, 
has one child, and resides in Clinton, MD. 


Remarks to the Future Farmers of 
America in Kansas City, Missouri 


November 13, 1991 


Thank you, Mark, FFA’s outstanding 
President. You know, when Mark and the 
other national officers came to the White 
House a year ago and again this summer, 
they asked me to come to Kansas City. And 
after a welcome like this, there’s no place 
I'd rather be. And there is also no place 
better than sitting up here with Miss Amer- 
ica, Carolyn Sapp. [Laughter] I'd like to be 
the one sitting right there, but it seems my 
friend and assistant Fred McClure switched 
the placecards. [Laughter] So I have a ques- 
tion for him. Fred, how did you used to like 
working at the White House? [Laughter] 

And I heard Mark talking about leader- 
ship and commitment in that very generous 
introduction. And I will say that also here 
are Missouri’s two great Senators, Jack Dan- 
forth and Kit Bond. And what a job they’re 
doing for this country. And as for Fred 


McClure, I’m proud to have him with me, 
an Assistant for Legislative Affairs. That’s 
the top person in the White House working 
with Kit, Jack Danforth, and all the other 
Senators and House Members. And Fred 
learned his leadership skills in the FFA, as 
the Texas State president and then the na- 
tional FFA secretary. 

It gives me a surge of hope to be with so 
many thousands of bright and motivated 
young people. And it’s another reminder 
that America has the best young people in 
the world. And I want to salute the FFA for 
bringing so many of you together to ex- 
change ideas and forge friendships that will 
brighten our country for many years to 
come. 

I understand that your business session 
got off to a good start—Danny telling me. 
And I also want to send my warmest greet- 
ings to members of the National Association 
of Farm Broadcasters, who also are meeting 
in Kansas City this week. American agricul- 
ture depends upon the free and robust flow 
of news and views that our broadcasters 
provide. And they do a first-class job of it. 

Now, I know that some of you signed up 
to come here believing that one of the 
speakers would be Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
But if he didn’t cancel an agreement now 
and then, I guess we wouldn’t call him 
“The Terminator.” [Laughter] But I’ve 
worked out a deal with this guy, and he’s 
agreed to fill in for me at the White House 
conference that I have next, the next news 
conference. [Laughter] You see I can’t wait 
to see the kind and gentle way that he 
handles some of those tough questions. 
[Laughter] It’s going to be wonderful. He 
couldn’t be here because he’s at work film- 
ing another movie. And next year, I myself 
might make an abbreviated sequel to “Ter- 
minator 2.” We’re going to call it “Term 2.” 
[Laughter] 

Let me just, because I want to tie it in, 
let me just say a word about Arnold 
Schwarzenegger as an athlete and actor. 
Yes, but he’s also a very creative business- 
man and a citizen who I can tell you first- 
hand, exemplifies what you talk about when 
you talk about leadership. He takes public 
service seriously. And he’s doing an out- 
standing job for the country as Chairman of 
the President’s Council on Physical Fitness. 
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And I won’t lead you through the work- 
out that Arnold had planned, but I do want 
to impress upon you the essence of his mes- 
sage and that is: Get going with good exer- 
cise and fitness habits now, while you're 
young, and don’t ever give them up. 

Each one of you is already a leader in 
your school, a leader in FFA or you prob- 
ably would not be here, a leader among 
your peers. And I don’t want any of you to 
fall short of a single thing you dream of. 
And that’s why I hope you will equip your- 
self with the physical stamina that comes 
from exercise. Cultivating a sound mind in 
a sound body is a key to good health, long 
life, and performance at your best for the 
many responsibilities you will face in your 
families and your careers. 

And speaking of that, your president 
looks very fit, and I would suggest to you 
that he got to be the great orator that he 
is—you heard the introduction—because he 
stays fit. And I might say, speaking of polli- 
tics, I’m glad he’s not running for President 
next year. He’d be very, very tough to beat. 
Mark, you keep doing your thing; I'll keep 
doing mine. [Laughter] 

Look at it this way, your FFA experience 
is giving you powerful skills and drive to 
help this country compete in the decades 
ahead. And as you follow your dreams and 
lead others, as I know you're destined to do, 
I'd like your special help in pursuing two 
national goals, goals to help America be all 
that it should be. 

First, I'd like you to work for excellence 
in American education. If you attend a 
school in a rural community, and many of 
you do, there’s a good chance your school 
enjoys the strong involvement of parents, 
strong involvement of your community, and 
places a high value on responsibility and 
achievement. 

There are success stories, of course, across 
the range of our communities, even in the 
tougher, poorer, inner-city neighborhoods. 
And some are public schools; others are pri- 
vate or parochial schools. But each has in 
common the intense involvement of par- 
ents, a commitment to discipline, a commit- 
ment to values, a rigorous curriculum, and a 
large degree of freedom from bureaucratic 
control. 

Our America 2000 strategy shows com- 
munities how to develop schools that work. 
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We want our schools held to high standards, 
world-class standards. We want parents to 
have real financial opportunity to choose 
schools, including parochial or private 
schools. We’re inviting parents and educa- 
tors and businessmen and civic leaders to 
reinvent, literally, reinvent American 
schools. To replace institutions that fail, fail 
to work, fail to get the job done, with new 
schools empowered with freedom and flexi- 
bility and innovative strategies. 

Here’s where you come in on all of this: 
It’s up to you and your generation to make 
this happen. You will inherit this long-term 
mission as leaders in agriculture, business, 
or government in your counties, your cities, 
and your States. And I’ve put forward a 
strategy for reforming our schools, and I 
hope to see as much as possible accom- 
plished during my Presidency. But before 
this vision can become a full reality, I fore- 
see years of political trench warfare, pitting 
the reformers against dug-in interest 
groups. 

The challenge of reforming American 
education will take plenty of patience, grit, 
and determination, exactly the types of vir- 
tues that FFA represents. And I am very 
pleased that the national FFA organization’s 
plans for its future leadership in agricultural 
education mesh so well with our America 
2000 philosophy. So, the first goal: educa- 
tion. 

The second goal I’d like you to pursue is 
keeping America competitive. We could all 
take a lesson from the Kansas City Chiefs 
about competitiveness. They’re having a 
great season. Of course, later this afternoon 
I'll be in St. Louis saying the same thing 
about the Cardinals—{/aughter|—until I’m 
back home in the home of the Redskins. I 
had to apologize to the Redskins’ coach, Joe 
Gibbs, the other day for rooting for my 
home team, the Houston Oilers. But I hope 
those big——{applause]. Hey, I might have 
been right all along. [Laughter] 

But look, your country is counting on you, 
and I’m counting on you, to find new uses 
for traditional and nontraditional crops, 
your field, things you know something 
about. We want you to outfox our competi- 
tors with your marketing skills. We expect 
you to draw on rural America’s tradition of 
conservation and lead all Americans to use 
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our natural resources, our precious natural 
resources, wisely. We’re looking to you to 
create attractive new products, including 
clean fuels. 

I really believe that if the Soviet Union 
had been blessed with an organization like 
the FFA that their problems in agriculture 
wouldn’t be nearly as big, nearly as horrible 
as they are today. You are involved in im- 
portant work. 

We’ve got to keep opportunity alive in 
this country. Federal income tax rates are 
lower, flatter, and fairer than they were a 
decade ago, but they still seem to reward 
debt and punish saving and investment. 
And that’s why we’re long overdue for a 
capital gains tax cut, something I’ve asked 
Congress for every year since I became 
President. But Congress isn’t getting the 
message. These Senators are, but most of 
the leaders up there are not. In the farm- 
ing, ranching, and agriculture business, in 
those communities I’m sure you can appre- 
ciate how a capital gains tax cut would im- 
prove property values. But more than that, 
it would boost investment and jobs in every 
sector and every industry in this Nation. 
And I wish you’d help me get that message 
to the United States Congress. 

You see, I know you guys have the clout. 
Seventy-seven Congressmen wrote letters 
asking me to come speak to this FFA con- 
vention. That’s not bad, 77. So, it seems 
only fair you let em know what I said and 
ask them to consider it. [Laughter] 

You know, we need to take the shackles 
off our banks and financial services compa- 
nies. I’ve sent to Congress a comprehensive 
banking reform package, but again, Con- 
gress isn’t getting that message. Would you 
want to start out in business with outmoded 
banking laws that won’t allow American 
firms to compete on equal terms with the 
Japanese and Europeans? 

We need to seize new opportunities and 
tackle new challenges in world trade. This 
is an important aspect of the FFA conven- 
tion theme, “Leadership for a Growing 
Planet.” In the GATT talks, these Uruguay 
round GATT talks on trade that we’re now 
engaged in, we’re engaged in what I hope 
will be the final battle against agricultural 
protectionism around the world. As many of 
you know, I met face-to-face just last Satur- 
day with the European Community leaders. 


That was in The Netherlands last week. 
And I made it plain that American agricul- 
ture and American agribusiness stand for 
free and fair trade. We want to complete a 
good GATT deal that opens more markets 
for American exports and launches a boom- 
ing new generation of trade. American 
farmers can compete with anybody, any- 
where in the world. 

We're on our way toward achieving an 
excellent bargain for more trade and more 
jobs through our efforts with Mexico and 
Canada. The North American free trade 
area will present your generation some fan- 
tastic, some exciting opportunities. And so 
will the free-market transformation of the 
former Soviet empire. Economic growth 
and stability in the former Soviet Union and 
in Eastern Europe ultimately will make 
them better trading partners with the 
United States. And now that the good 
people of those lands have thrown off the 
chains of communism, we intend to help 
them in their economic transition. 

Let me say something else about my ef- 
forts to promote our exports. I am not going 
to apologize for a single moment that I 
devote to promoting America’s interests 
abroad. Some of my critics act as if the 
global marketplace is off somewhere in Asia 
or in Europe. But you and I know it is right 
here in Kansas City and in Birmingham and 
Bakersfield and the Silicon Valley. 

Every additional billion dollars in new ex- 
ports—listen to this one—every one means 
20,000 new American jobs. And when I 
fight for free and fair trade in Latin Amer- 
ica or East Asia or Europe, some will carp 
and claim that I’m pursuing foreign instead 
of domestic policy. Well, to borrow a word 
you all understand: that—and I'll try to 
clean it up for you—that is hogwash. The 
whole line of argument is misleading. But I 
don’t think the American people are 
misled, and I don’t believe you’re misled. 
I’m sure you understand that what I’m 
working at is a real-world approach to cre- 
ating more jobs and more wealth for Ameri- 
cans in America. 

And it’s a life of challenge ahead. It’s a 
life of challenge ahead for you and your 
generation. We’re looking to you for fresh 
ideals and energy to renew our schools, our 
businesses, and our government institutions. 
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We're counting on you to become the 
Schwarzeneggers of a tough global market- 
place. You'll need training, discipline, crea- 
tivity, and alert minds to seize new ideas 
and opportunities. 


Is this a tall order? Well, sure it is. But 
looking at you, I know that you'll achieve 
everything we expect of you: more. 


As all of you know there’s been some 
recent developments on the peace front 
that I think are terribly important to all of 
you. As we convened an historic conference 
in Madrid to get those talks started on a 
Middle East peace and when I worked with 
President Gorbachev and President Yeltsin 
or the leaders of Eastern Europe as they 
struggled to build societies founded upon 
freedom and the rule of law or when we 
move to repel a brutal dictator’s invasion of 
Kuwait, in all of these ways we are assuring 
a more peaceful world for your generation 
and the next. 


And so, let the isolationists turn their 
backs on the historic opportunities that are 
before us. I cannot give up on the quest for 
peace on Earth. I owe it to your generation 
and the next generation to continue to lead, 
to use America’s moral leadership towards 
that end. And I will not change my ways. 
I'll continue to work for world peace, and 
that’s good for everybody in this room and 
all across the United States. 


Thank you very much for this opportuni- 
ty to speak. And let me put it in perspec- 
tive. What you’re doing is important: your 
concept of leadership is important; your 
commitment to agricultural America is im- 
portant. So, have some fun while you're 
here in Kansas City, but remember you are 
engaged in the future of the United States 
of America. And God bless you and may 
God bless our great country. Thank you 
very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. to 
the national convention meeting in the 
Kansas City Municipal Auditorium. In his 
remarks, he referred to Mark Timm, Presi- 
dent of the Future Farmers of America. 
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Interview With Don Marsh of 
KTVI-TV in St. Louis, Missouri 


November 13, 1991 


Unemployment Compensation Bill 


Q. Mr. President, let’s make some news. 
You’ve just talked to Mr. Dole, Senator 
Dole, you’ve got some news for us. 

The President. Well, I talked to Senator 
Dole and Congressman Bob Michel, our 
leader in the House. I congratulated the 
Speaker, Speaker Foley, Chairman Rosten- 
kowski of the Ways and Means Committee, 
both our leaders. And it looks like we now 
have at long last an unemployment com- 
pensation bill that will get money into the 
hands of those whose benefits have run out. 
And will do it without burdening every 
other taxpayer. By that I mean do it within 
the budget agreement. 

So, it’s good news. It’s a compromise, but 
it’s long overdue. And I now hope both the 
House and the Senate pass it promptly. And 
according to the leaders I talked to, and 
then their Democratic counterparts, they 
feel that it will pass. 

Q. No doubt about the signature. 

The President. No doubt about the signa- 
ture if it stays the way this deal has been 
hammered out, absolutely. 


The Economy 


Q. I want to talk to you about the econo- 
my, as I’m sure all the people who follow 
me will. Mr. Bush, since you took office, 
25,000 Missourians have lost their jobs. Ron 
Brown, on the radio yesterday, said the 
least amount of economic growth of any 
administration since Herbert Hoover during 
your administration. That’s a lot of heavy 
baggage to carry to 92, isn’t itP 

The President. Yes, any time the reces- 
sion is upon you, and it’s not now, but any 
time the economy is slow it’s a problem. 
But I’m disinclined to listen to much that 
Ron Brown says, but what we’re trying to 
do is get some people in the Congress, like 
the two Senators we have from Missouri, 
who understand what it takes to get this 
economy growing and will not continue to 
bust the budget agreement that we strug- 
gled to get—in other words, spending too 
much—and will pass some of what I’ve 
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called upon to stimulate the economy and 
kick this job base. 


And I’m a little more optimistic now 
about that. And there’s been some good 
news recently. The credit card companies 
are apparently starting down on the inter- 
est rates. The interest rates are down to 
almost historic lows now. Inflation is still 
under control. But it needs a boost of confi- 
dence; that’s what it needs. 


Q. But interest rates are down, but 
nobody is buying anything. They’re not 
buying houses. They’re not buying cars. 
They’re not buying anything. 

The President. 1 know, and you could— 
the rates would be very good for that. But I 
think it’s strictly confidence. And I think 
that the fundamentals are getting better. 
They’re not perfect yet. But it will kick in, 
and in the meantime, everybody’s got to 
keep doing the best they can. But I can’t go 
along—and I mentioned this unemployment 
benefits bill—and do it in a way that’s going 
to make things worse. I want to make 
things better. 


Q. Is the need for confidence the reason 
why you're so reluctant to use that “R” 
wordP 


The President. Which is the “R” word? 

Q. The recession word. 

The President. No, I’m reluctant to use 
recession because I don’t think we're in re- 
cession. Some places are, and some people 
are hurting. But the definition of recession, 
or at least one of the technical definitions is, 
two quarters in a row of negative growth. 
We have positive growth in the third quar- 
ter, and I hope we will in the fourth quar- 
ter. 


So I think it’s—tell somebody that you’re 
not in a recession, and he’s lost a job, and 
they don’t believe you. And so what we’ve 
got to do is get them back to work. In this 
area some of the defense industries are get- 
ting clobbered. And part of the reason is we 
have prudently cut back on defense in 
some places. And we’ve been able to do it 
because of our enormous successes around 
the world. But any time you have a disloca- 
tion like this, we’ve got to be sensitive and 
try to help the workers. 


"91 Elections 


Q. Did the election in Pennsylvania re- 
sensitize you to anything? Can you tell me 
what the message to you was from that? 

The President. Yes, it did, and so did the 
elections in New Jersey. New Jersey Gover- 
nor Florio said, “This is a referendum on 
the President.” And we swept both houses 
of the New Jersey legislature and have con- 
trol when we’re minority status. 

Pennsylvania, we had a very good man in 
Dick Thornburgh, and the guy that ran 
against him was an incumbent Senator, ap- 
pointed. And he ran on the fact that Thorn- 
burgh was a part of the problem but not 
him sitting in the Senate. And he did a very 
good job at that. And he said in his victory 
speech, “I’ve sent a message to the White 
House and to the Congress.” And the 
answer is, yes, he has. 

Q. What is the message? 

The President. Get the economy moving 
again and get more people back to work. 
And Id like to say, get more people like the 
Senators from this State that want to do it 
in a way that is going to build the economy 
and not put further taxes on the people. 

You had an education referendum the 
other day, and everybody said ahead of it 
people are willing to pay more for educa- 
tion. And yet the vote came out, they didn’t 
want to raise taxes. And so, there’s a good 
message in all of that. And my message is 
sound economics; try to get more people in 
Congress that will support the growth in- 
centives that I have championed since the 
first day I was elected President. But it’s 
pretty tough when you’ve got people who 
want to play politics with you. 


AIDS 


Q. Let me change direction, if I can, be- 
cause our time is limited. Everyone is talk- 
ing about the Magic Johnson situation, the 
AIDS—— 

The President. Oh. 

Q. The FDA, of course, is changing its 
rules now to speed work on perhaps an 
AIDS cure. Is the Magic Johnson situation 
likely to accelerate any Government in- 
volvement in solving the AIDS dilemma? 

The President. 1 think what it does is ac- 
celerate the awareness of this terrible dis- 
ease for all Americans. Certainly it has an 


1649 





Nov. 13 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 


impact on me. Magic has been on our Fit- 
ness Council. I want him to join the AIDS 
Council. I don’t know whether he'll be able 
to do that or not, but he knows we want 
him on there. 

I think it says to a lot of people, “Behav- 
ior is important.” Magic, himself, said that. 
And I think that, because of the sensitive 
and forthright way in which he handled it, 
he offers great hope. I also think that the 
Government is doing a lot. We’re spending 
a tremendous amount of money on re- 
search, and we should be. People aren’t 
quite aware of that yet—far more per dis- 
ease, per individual affected than cancer or 
heart disease. So much so that some of 
those organizations are very concerned. 

But we’ve got to keep doing it. We’ve got 
to educate people, and we’ve got to show 
compassion for the victims of this disease. 
That’s a health problem. 


Pearl Harbor 


Q. I don’t want to go too far in left field 
with this one, but our time is limited. We’re 
doing something special soon on Pearl 
Harbor, of all things. A Navy veteran from 
the Pacific, can you reflect upon Pearl 
Harbor for a moment for us? 

The President. ll never forget the day it 
happened. I was walking across the school 
campus. And it just changed my life and the 
life of everybody then. The country pulled 
together like never before in our history, 
with the possible exception of World War I, 
but I'd say even like never before in our 
history. 

There was an evil out there: totalitarian- 
ism. And we prevailed. And that spirit that 
existed in World War II was epitomized by 
Desert Storm. Different war, different 
scope, different duration, different body 
count, but that same spirit of the country 
coming together is what I remember about 
World War II. 


U.S.-Japanese Relations 


Q. Just a couple of seconds. It’s unfair— 
don’t answer if you don’t want to. A lot of 
the veterans I’ve talked to think that the 


Japanese won that war, at least economical- 
ly 


The President. 1 don’t agree with that. 
And it’s very easy for somebody that fought 
in that war, as I did, to go through what’s 
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now known as Japanese bashing. But that’s 
not the way you approach something like 
this. They’re democratic. They’ve got to let 
us into their markets more. One of the rea- 
sons I’m determined to go on this trip is to 
do a better job of getting them to open 
markets. 

But I don’t think this is a time for re- 
crimination and anger. And you're talking 
to one that got shot down by the Japanese. 
So, I’ve been there, and I can speak with 
some perspective. But I can understand 
when competition is there, but the last 
thing we ought to do is do what some are 
suggesting and pull into some Fortress 
America, because my memory also goes 
back to the depression in the thirties when 
we thought we were going to isolate our- 
selves by being protectionistic. And what 
happened, you shrunk the entire job 
market. 

Thank God we are exporting now, or a 
lot more people in Missouri would be hurt- 
ing. 

Q. Thank you very much. Our time is up. 

The President. Nice to see you. 


Note: The interview began at 4:20 p.m. in 
the Radisson Hotel, St. Louis Airport. In his 
remarks, the President referred to Ronald 
Brown, chairman of the Democratic Nation- 
al Committee. A tape was not available for 
the verification of the content of this inter- 
view. 


Interview With Richard Ford of 
KSDK-TV in St. Louis, Missouri 


November 13, 1991 


The Economy 


Q. Well, I guess you know everybody’s 
anxious to talk about the economy. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Well, it is the economy I want to talk 
about, too. And I might preface this, Mr. 
President, saying some of the questions I’m 
asking reflect some feedback that we get 
from our audience. And here in Missouri, 
for instance, the economy has been de- 
scribed as stagnant in the St. Louis area for 
a couple of years: Unemployment about 6.8 
percent and not really changing very much; 
25,000 manufacturing lost in the last year 
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alone; people out of work who have never 
been out of work before and not the chron- 
ically unemployed. And I’m getting a sense 
of maybe frustration, maybe even anger on 
the part of these people. And I wonder, 
what can you tell them? What can you tell 
them about the future? 

The President. | can tell them we’ve been 
through a tough time. We’ve been through 
a recession. And I say through because 
technically I don’t believe this country is in 
a recession. In this area, we’ve had some 
economic dislocations because of our suc- 
cess, the success in beating down a military 
threat that still exists, incidentally, but has 
enabled us to make some substantial cut- 
backs on defense. And so, what we’ve got to 
do is to “incent” this economy in the ways 
I’ve been proposing to the Congress for 2 
years. And I’m talking about capital gains, 
R&D, IRA’s, enterprise zones; a transporta- 
tion bill would kick the economy right now. 

So, we’ve got some answers. I’ve got a big 
problem with the Congress. And apparently 
the people blame the Congress. I’ll take my 
share of the blame. But we're going 
through a transitional period here, and 
we've got to help these people. 

Q. One of your biggest critics in Con- 
gress, of course, is St. Louis Representative 
Richard Gephardt 

The President. Yes, he is. 

Q. who says you have no sense of 
leadership. You’re frozen by insensitivity to 
what people are thinking. 

The President. 'm disinclined to respond 
to those kinds of personal attacks. I don’t 
agree with that, and the American people, 
fortunately, don’t agree with that. I think 
the American people see Congress as a 
major stumbling block, and he happens to 
be the leader of the House over there. And 
if they would go forward and do some of 
the things I’ve asked, I think we’d be far 
further along in the economy. 

But today, for example, we get a break- 
through on unemployment compensation, 
helping people whose benefits ran out. But 
we did it by beating back a lot of bad ideas 
that would bust the budget agreement and 
tax all the people that are working, the 94 
percent of the people that are working. 
And I don’t want to do that. And I have a 
big difference with the liberal ideology of 
the leadership in the Congress. 


Unemployment 


Q. Some cynics might say that you agreed 
to that unemployment benefit extension be- 
cause the polls show you losing in populari- 
ty or losing in this rate of approval. 

The President. Some cynics might say 
that, but they don’t know the facts. The 
facts are, if the Democrats had done what 
they’re willing to do now, we could have 
had a bill 2 months ago and should have. 
But they asked me to bust the budget 
agreement and further tax the 94 percent 
of the people that are working. And by 
standing up and saying, “No, we’re not 
going to do it that way. We’re going to beat 
back the liberal idea that you can just keep 
on spending forever, that got us partially in 
the mix we’re in now.” And so, I had to 
stand up against it. 

But now, apparently, we’ve got a deal. 
Haven’t got it passed yet, but it’s a good 
compromise. But I don’t think somebody 
will charge that because they can see the 
evidence of the legislation. 

Q. You’re familiar with this Times-Mirror 
poll that was taken that showed this drop in 
popularity. There was another statistic in 
that poll that’s disturbing to some, that 39 
percent of those polled are afraid that some 
member of their family is going to lose 
their job. And isn’t it very difficult for 
people to spend money to stimulate the 
economy when they live with this fear—— 

The President. Yes. 

@Q. ——that maybe they’re going to be 
unemployed? 

The President. Yes, yes, it is. 

Q. What do we do about that? 

The President. What we do about it is 
passing the incentive programs that I’ve got 
up before the Congress. I’m not sure that 
will happen now because Congress is going 
to go out, and I think they should go out. 
It’s long overdue that they go out in my 
opinion. And then I will make some propos- 
als at the State of the Union message and 
take my case directly to the American 
people. And I think they'll support me. I 
hope things are better by then. But even if 
they’re not, I’m going to have a program 
that I will say—look the American people in 
the eye and say, “Look, they’ve tried it 
their way. I’ve had to block some of the 
lousy ideas that the Democratic leadership 
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has come up with. And here’s what I think 
is best. Now, you back me, and let’s try to 
get it done.” 

But you're right, confidence is a big, key 
thing. But there’s some good news on that. 
Interest rates are down, and today yet 
there’s—another very important credit card 
company came down on their rates. At 
some point when those rates are, people see 
the rates are where they are, I believe 
you're going to see confidence start back in 
housing or in consumer buying. And that’s 
what the economy needs. 

Q. But people don’t have jobs, sir. They 
don’t have any income. They don’t care 
what the interest rate is. They can’t spend 
any money. They can’t borrow any money. 

The President. That’s right, 6 percent. 

Q. Their credit cards are maxed out al- 
ready. 

The President. There’s 94 percent of the 
people that can stimulate the economy and 
help create jobs, however. 


Transportation Bill 


Q. Two Governors were in town here 
yesterday, both Republicans, Ashcroft and 
Edgar from Illinois. And they say we need a 
new bridge across the river, a very expen- 
sive bridge that has to be built. The rest of 
the infrastructure here could be helped. I 
was just wondering if you would approve or 
consider some sort of WPA kind of thing. If 
you will, that would stimulate the economy 
and also rebuild the infrastructure. 

The President. Before we need a whole 
new WPA program, what we need is— 
you're right, we need to do something 
about the infrastructure. And they ought to 
pass our transportation bill. You remember 
last March when I challenged the Congress 
to pass it in 100 days? Said, “Hey, you guys 
are sitting around here. Can’t you at least 
pass something that will help the infrastruc- 
ture, help the highway system in 100 days?” 
It’s now how many months later? We might 
still get it before the end of this session. But 
I'm a little bit skeptical. 

But that’s the kind of thing we ought to 
do rather than go out and try to think of 
some big new way to spend money. We’ve 
got a good transportation bill that would do 
exactly what you're talking about. Now, 
whether it takes care of that bridge or not, 
I don’t know. 
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Sale of F-15’s to Saudi Arabia 


Q. Not far from here, we have a McDon- 
nell-Douglas plant, where you’ve already al- 
luded there’s a lot of unemployment be- 
cause of defense cutbacks. Will you support 
the sale of F-15’s to Saudi Arabia that 
would keep employment there at a good 
level through the next several years? 

The President. We have no requests, and 
I'll consider all these requests when they 
come to me. We have no requests yet. 

Q. For the F-15’s sale—— 

The President. Yes. 

Q. ——not formally been made yet? 

The President. No. 


Wage Levels 


Q. There’s an economist—and this will be 
my last chat here—who says that it’s not 
high taxes and it’s not high interest rates 
that are the problem, it’s low wages, that 
people aren’t making enough money in this 
country because all of our manufacturing 
jobs have gone someplace else. Do you 
think there’s any truth in that? 

The President. No, 1 don’t think there’s 
any truth in that. 


Note: The interview began at 4:30 p.m. at 
the Radisson Hotel, St. Louis Airport. A tape 
was not available for the verification of the 
content of this interview. 


Interview With Julius Hunter of 
KMOV-TV in St. Louis, Missouri 


November 13, 1991 


Linkage Between Domestic and Foreign 
Affairs 

Q. Mr. President, you’re being given 
worldwide acclaim for your foreign policy 
programs or foreign policy initiatives, but 
your critics are crying a lot. I mean, I’m 
sure you’ve heard that crying recently that 
you, during the last 3 years, have not 
looked homeward and have not taken care 
of business at home. How do you respond to 
that? 

The President. 1 think they’re not telling 
the truth. I think that in the first place, I 
see the world as one great big market. And 
I think every time we export, we’re doing 
something good. So, when I go like the 
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other day to an EC meeting in The Hague 
and try to expand our agricultural sales, 
that are very important in Missouri; try to 
expand those around the world, I think 
that’s in the American interest. 

Secondly, I think world peace is in the 
interest of your kids and mine and our 
grandchildren. And I’m going to continue 
to work on that. 

Thirdly, I have a good domestic agenda 
program. But my problem is the liberal 
Democrats that control both Houses of the 
Congress want to try it some other way. So 
what I have to do is keep proposing and 
reproposing, make compromises as we did 
on child care and clean air and some of 
these bills that are important, and then 
keep fighting for my agenda: The crime 
bill, the transportation bill, and these other 
growth measures that I’ve talked about. But 
it isn’t easy. 

In foreign affairs, when we went to win a 
war I didn’t have to ask the leadership of 
the Democratic Congress whether it’s okay. 
“Hey, is it all right if I move this division 
there? Is it okay if we send Schwarzkopf 
here or there?” I didn’t have to do that. I’m 
the President; made something happen. It’s 
different on domestic affairs. You’re always 
fighting some tired, in my view, tired, old 
ideas up there. 


"91 Elections 


Q. Speaking of tired, old ideas, do you 
detect a swing in voters’ mood in the coun- 
try? Witness the defeat of Buddy Roemer in 
Louisiana, the rise of David Duke and the 
defeat of Dick Thornburgh, your hand- 
picked guy for the Senate in Pennsylvania. 

The President. Well, in the first place, the 
Buddy Roemer was a terrible blow because 
it gave rise to a very tough choice in Louisi- 
ana. But I have said publicly, and I'll say 
again: I couldn’t be silent in the face of a 
man who is an ex-Nazi, who is a bigot, 
whose past is full of racism. So, I’ve spoken 
out on that. And the only worry I’ve got on 
that one is will that help Duke or hurt him, 
because Louisianians are proud. I used to 
work over there. They don’t like people 
coming in from outside telling them what 
to do. But when you have a man that 
denies the Holocaust or is bigoted against 
minorities, I’ve got to speak out. I owe the 
country that kind of moral leadership. 


On the Thornburgh matter, yes, I’m con- 
cerned, but I also was delighted when Gov- 
ernor Florio of New Jersey said, “This is a 
referendum on President Bush, the elec- 
tions here.” And we swept both Houses. So, 
there was some good news for us and some 
not so good. 

Q. Do you think you might have to take 
the unprecedented step of backing David 
Duke’s opponent, the Democrat? 

The President. Well, I’ve done that. Yes, 
I’ve said that, that if I were down there I’d 
vote for Edwards. But, again, the risk on 
that is that you are counterproductive. But 
I feel so strongly that we must speak up 
against racism and bigotry, that I was 
pleased to do that in the sense that it’s the 
principled thing to do. But I’m not sure of 
the election effect. 


The Economy 


Q. You’re in an area with extremely high 
unemployment, and there are a lot of 
people who are struggling to make ends 
meet right now. There are the homeless 
and the hungry in this country, those who 
are in despair. It might be difficult for them 
to believe that the recession is truly over. 
Might you be getting a picture painted for 
you by your chief economic advisers that is 
rosier than it actually is out there in the 
jungle, in the real world? 

The President. 1 don’t think that’s the 
case, but I think there is a danger of when 
you say the recession is over that people 
who are out of work—and it’s 6.8 percent 
or something of that nature—misunder- 
stand that. We had a period of growth in 
the third quarter, and the definition of re- 
cession is two negative quarters in a row. 
Well, we had a positive quarter. But what’s 
happening is the growth is slow. It’s 
anemic. And what we ought to do is pass 
some of the growth measures that I’ve got 
before this Congress to stimulate growth 
and move forward on things like home- 
ownership and tenant management and a 
whole new approach. But I’m having diffi- 
culty with the leadership in the Congress, 
frankly. They’re thinking old, tired 
thoughts. 

And the American people see this. I'll 
take my share of the blame, but the Ameri- 
can people are right when in survey after 
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survey they blame Congress, as many as 
four times as much as the President. But 
this isn’t a question of blame; it’s a question 
of trying to help somebody. And I'll contin- 
ue to reach out to Congress, but I can’t 
accept bad legislation that’s going to hurt 
everybody in the country. 


Health Care 


Q. There are 34 million Americans with 
no health care insurance. And the plan 
that’s been recently offered by business and 
labor leaders, you’re opposed to that plan. 
What would you say to those 34 million 
Americans who might seem to think that 
you're not interested in them getting health 
care? 

The President. I'd say we're going to have 
a health care program. We’ve got some 
good programs under HHS Secretary Louis 
Sullivan. But there are 60 programs that 
have been put out. There’s another one, 
maybe that’s the one you're referring to 
today that came out, that Jimmy Carter and 
Gerald Ford were on. The price tag on 
some of these are enormous. And we’ve got 
to have a comprehensive program where 
we do something about the costs that have 
accelerated so much and try, at the same 
time, to provide health care for all. 

The program, as I see it, that was pro- 
posed today looks very much like the one 
that they proposed in Massachusetts. And 
they put it in, and then the voters rebelled 
because it cost everybody way too much 
money. And we simply have got to be sure 
that when we get one, and we’re going to 
have a proposal, that it is not going to bust 
the back of everybody else or put people 
out of work. 

You’re concerned; so am I, about jobs. 
And you don’t want to say to every small 
business, “You’re going to be rendered un- 
competitive because the Federal Govern- 
ment is going to impose mandates on you.” 


92 Presidential Election 


Q. I know you don’t want to aid and abet 
the enemy, but is there any Democrat that 
you would be loathe to run against in the 
next election? 

The President. If there was I probably 
wouldn’t tell you about him. But, no, look, 
I've always said I'll have a tough race. I’m 
confident that I'll prevail. And I want very 
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much, if I decide to be an official candidate, 
to prevail. 

Q. If you decide? 

The President. But I don’t go along with 
the common wisdom as to who’s the tough- 
est or not. The media frenzy back in the 
East I expect—I hope it’s kind of been 
avoided out here in this very sensible part 
of the country—but they have picked some 
that they think are the toughest. But let the 
American people decide this. And let the 
Democrats sort it out in their own primar- 
ies, and then I'll take on whatever they 
offer up. 

Q. If you decide to run? 

The President. If 1 decide to run. And 
I’ve said, though, and not being cute about 
it, that the only reason that I can foresee 
would be if I had some health problem. 
That came up last year, but I feel like a 
million bucks right now—before taxes. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 

The President. Good to see you. 


Note: The interview began at 4:40 p.m. in 
the Radisson Hotel, St. Louis Airport. A 
tape was not available for verification of 
the content of this interview. 


Interview With Steve Schiff of 
KPLR-TV in St. Louis, Missouri 


November 13, 1991 


Linkage Between Domestic and Foreign 
Affairs 

Q. Mr. Bush, you’ve been getting a lot of 
criticism from your detractors who say that 
you've been spending too much time 
abroad. Have you been spending too much 
time abroad? 

The President. No. 

Q. How do you respond to them? 

The President. 1 responded—when I go to 
The Hague on a GATT meeting, trade 
meeting, the purpose of which is to open 
up agricultural markets to American prod- 
ucts, that that’s good for the American 
farmer. It’s good for the American agricul- 
tural worker. When I go to the peace con- 
ference in Madrid, I happen to think that it 
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is in the national ‘interest to try to help 
bring peace to that troubled corner of the 
world. When we stand up against Saddam 
Hussein’s aggression and beat back that, I 
think it’s in the American interest. When I 
go to the Soviet Union and work with Yelt- 
sin and Gorbachev in turning over that 
whole system, helping them now move 
down democracy’s road, that’s in our pure 
economic interest. And when I’m going to 
go to Japan, it will be in the same thing. 
We’ve got to open up those markets. 

So, I think there’s a frustration on the 
part of the Democrats, some of them that 
make these silly charges because they don’t 
put it in the perspective of a global econo- 
my. We’re in a small world. And thank God 
we have the exports we’ve got, or you'd 
have much tougher economic times right 
here in this State that’s hurting. 

That’s the way I'd respond to it. 


"92 Presidential Election 


Q. Mr. President, what is your domestic 
agenda with election right around the 
corner? Are there certain things that you 
want to address more than others? 

The President. Well, definitely. The crime 
bill, it’s been up there, challenged them in 
March to 100 days to pass, and it hasn’t 
passed. A transportation bill that is job-con- 
centrated that would help the economy im- 
mediately. I challenged them to 100 days. 
It’s now, what, 265 days later or something 
like that. I want to see us do much better in 
terms of growth. I happen to believe—and 
they dump on me, the Democrats on cap- 
ital gains—I think that would stimulate 
small business and create new businesses 
and new jobs, and it would make us more 
competitive abroad. We’ve got IRA’s that 
would kick off first-home buyers savings. 
We've got all kinds in growth programs; 
enterprise zones is another one that I think 
would help. 

But we’re up against the Democrats in 
the Congress who want to try to do it their 
way. I think I was elected to do the things 
I’ve told you I’m trying to do. But it makes 
it very difficult. 


Unemployment 


Q. What about this extension of the un- 
employment benefits? There seems to be 
some bickering today between Democrats 


and Republicans in’ Washington; some of 
the Democrats saying that it’s going to lead 
to a tax increase. 

The President. We just got a break- 
through on that a few minutes ago. And I 
talked to Bob Dole, Bob Michel, thanked 
them; thanked Speaker Foley, the leader of 
the Democrats in the House; Chairman Ros- 
tenkowski, the Democratic leader of the 
Ways and Means because we’ve come to 
agreement now in a way that operates 
within the budget agreement and, thus, 
won't raise people’s taxes. 

My argument with the unemployment 
bill that was passed before is they just 
wanted to bust the budget agreement, just 
added to the burden for the 94 percent of 
the people who are working. And so we 
finally prevailed on this, provided the 
Senate votes for it. So, I think there’s good 
news there on the economic front, certainly 
on the front for those who should have 
been getting these checks long ago. We 
want to help people that are hurting, whose 
benefits have run out. 

But it’s the President that has to protect 
all the people. And that’s what I think 
we’ve done now. So, I don’t know that criti- 
cism is relevant anymore. I hope not. 


AIDS 


Q. Let’s turn to the AIDS issue. Why 
don’t we have a national AIDS bill? 

The President. To do what? What would 
an AIDS bill do? 

Q. Well, I don’t know, I’m asking you. 

The President. Well, if you’re asking me, 
we're doing a good job on research. We’re 
spending far more per victim on AIDS re- 
search than we are on heart disease or 
cancer, which are far greater killers. We’ve 
got to do more in the education front on 
AIDS. When I talked to the researchers at 
National Institutes of Health, I think they 
feel that they could use more money, but I 
don’t think they feel a shortage of research 
funds is what’s important. 

We are trying to speed AIDS research 
drugs to market even though some are 
going to accuse us of getting them there 
before they’ve been fully tested. I think 
maybe we need to do more in terms of 
education. And that’s one reason I'd like to 
see Magic Johnson on our National AIDS 
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Commission, if he feels that it’s something 
he’s interested in doing. 

But I don’t think there’s an AIDS bill. 
The reason I asked you is because I thought 
maybe there was some AIDS bill I’m not 
familiar with. And I think this approach to 
sensitize people on the health consider- 
ations is important. AIDS is a disease where 
behavior has a lot to do with whether you 
get the disease or not, unlike cancer or 
unlike some of these other diseases. So, 
maybe we need to do more in the educa- 
tion field here. 

Q. Well, it just seems that the former 
Surgeon General, Mr. Koop, did a lot of 
talking until he was criticized about it—too 
much talking about AIDS. And now Ms. No- 
vello doesn’t seem to be talking too much 
about it at all. 

The President. Well, I don’t know that 
that’s a fair criticism because I think she’s 
out there discussing it, trying to encourage 
people to look at it as a major national 
health problem, trying to dispel some of the 
myths about AIDS. I’ve tried to do that. My 
wife is wonderful at that. When you hold an 
AIDS baby in your arms to show that, look, 
this isn’t something that’s going to be 
passed just from casual touching like this. 

But, look, if you asked me am I happy 
with my role; can I do more? Of course, I 
want to try to do more. But it’s not a func- 
tion of money, is the point I’m trying to 
make here, I don’t believe. I think it’s a 
function of education, getting people to 
stop doing things that put their own lives at 
risk, educate people to that end, and show a 


certain sense of compassion for the victims 
of AIDS. 


Louisiana Gubernatorial Election 


Q. One final question, Mr. President. A 
member of your party is running very 
strongly down in Louisiana. And you have 

y{—-— 

The President. You really know how to 
hurt a guy. [Laughter] 

Q. And you have been quoted as saying 
that if you lived in Louisiana, you’d vote for 
Edwin Edwards. Do you feel that way? 

The President. 1 haven't felt too happy 
about the choice; I'll be honest with you. 
But, look, here’s a deal where normally a 
President, or this President, wouldn’t get 
into a local race of this nature. Normally I’d 
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been in there on the side of a Republican, if 
it’s a Republican versus Democrat. But this 
one’s a matter of conscience. This is a 
matter of saying to the Nation, in my judg- 
ment, we must not condone bigotry, anti- 
Semitism, racism, the ugliness that’s coming 
out as a result of this man, Duke’s, past. 

And I’m sorry I—what I hope I haven’t 
done is to inadvertently let him use this to 
get sympathy inside the State. But here I 
have a responsibility in the Nation to say, 
“Look, this is too much.” A denial of the 
Holocaust, when I’ve been to some of those 
places and seen the grim tale with my own 
eyes. I mean, the white sheets, I’m sorry, 
it’s too ugly to sit silent. And perhaps I’ve 
helped the opponent. Perhaps I’ve helped 
him. But I have to speak out when I see 
that. 

Q. Mr. President, thank you very much 
for your time. 

The President. Nice to see you. Thanks a 
lot for coming over. 


Note: The interview began at 4:50 p.m. at 
the Radisson Hotel, St. Louis Airport. A 
tape was not available for verification of 
the content of this interview. 


Remarks at the Fundraising Dinner for 
Senator Christopher S. Bond in St. 
Louis, Missouri 


November 13, 1991 


Thank you so much. And Kit, thank you. 
You’re setting the tone. Thank all of you 
out there in this audience for supporting a 
great United States Senator, and for sup- 
porting this party—1992’s a critical year. 
And what a tremendous sendoff this is. 

May I salute Senator Danforth. And thank 
you for being a tower of strength. May I 
salute all our statewide officers that are 
here. I’m also told that hall of famers Bobby 
Bell and Buck Buchanan are here. The 
great Gatlin Brothers, great friends of Kit’s 
and mine that we’ll hear from in a little bit. 

And I’m just delighted all of you could be 
here. My brother, I would like to single him 
out, my brother, Buck, finance chairman. 
You’re tired of hearing from him, I know, 
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but nevertheless I’m glad to see him. Talk 
about all in the family. 

Governor Ashcroft, whom I forgive for 
declaring broccoli the State vegetable. 
[Laughter] 1 can’t tell you how closely we 
work with this Governor and how much 
respect I have for his judgment. And most 
of all, though, we’re to salute our now and 
future Senator Kit Bond and, of course, his 
lovely wife Carolyn. And it is nice to have a 
chance to spend a little time in this city 
where my own mother was born and raised. 
My favorite mystic, St. Louis’, also New 
York’s, Yogi Berra, once said of a restaurant, 
“Nobody goes there anymore. It’s too 
crowded.” [Laughter] Get it? Nope. Okay. 
[Laughter] 

Well, I'm pleased to see this capacity 
crowd. There’s not a nobody in the room. 
And I know we have other entertainment, 
including, as I mentioned, one of our Bush 
family favorites, the Gatlin Brothers, 


who’ve been up with us at Camp David. 
And I really enjoy coming here, though, to 
honor this bright star of Missouri, a bright 


star of the Senate. And, of course, I mean 
Kit. 

We first met in 1968. He came over to 
our house for hamburgers. The next year, 
he became Assistant Attorney General for 
the Consumer Protection Division. 


[At this point there was a disruption in 
the audience. | 


That’s all right. This happens every place 
you go. They have their say here, and 
they'll be escorted quietly out. But let me 
just say something while they’re taken care 
of. The Federal Government is doing a 
first-class job on research for AIDS. And we 
are going to keep on doing it until we can 
bring a compassionate end to this American 
tragedy. And I have no problem at all with 
their speaking their mind. 

I don’t want to get off the beaten text 
here. But I just thought Magic Johnson was 
fantastic the other day when he faced up to 
this. And I believe speaking out with com- 
passion, doing what we’re doing on re- 
search is the answer to this terrible problem 
that plagues not just the United States but 
many others. So, I have no anger in my 
heart when I hear people that are express- 
ing their concerns. 


I was talking about Kit—right after he 
had hamburgers with us, he became the 
Assistant Attorney General for the Con- 
sumer Protection Division. No relationship 
between the two events, I don’t believe. 
[Laughter] But then he went on, was elect- 
ed State auditor; at 33, your Governor—the 
youngest in Missouri history; and finally, 
junior Senator. And he impressed us all so 
much that we knew we had to have him to 
be the campaign chairman for Bush-Quayle 
in 88. 

And there’s an old saying, that what goes 
around, comes around. And in 1986, Kit 
Bond was elected to the United States 
Senate. And the time has now come to send 
him back. And he deserves it. He’s earned 
the support of the people in Missouri. And 
he has a record to build on, not empty rhet- 
oric to run around. We hear a lot of politi- 
cal demagoguery from the other party, but 
it won’t sell in Missouri. The motto here is 
“Show me,” not “Snow me.” And that’s 
why I believe he’s going to win this race. 

Kit and Jack Danforth and your great 
Governor, Governor Ashcroft and I have 
fundamental differences with the liberal 
Democrats who control both Houses of the 
United States Congress. Let me just try to- 
night to define some of these differences. 
They want mandates. This means they want 
to pass more and more bills dictating to the 
States how to solve problems: education 
programs, crime programs, health pro- 
grams. Some subcommittee chairman that’s 
been for 30 years telling the people of Mis- 
souri how they ought to solve the great 
social problems. And we want federalism. 
We want the power to be in the hands of 
the Governors and in the hands of the local 
authorities and, bless them, in the hands of 
the families of the United States by provid- 
ing choice when it comes to education and 
child care. 

The national Governors, and I’m talking 
Democrats and Republicans, tell me that 
the major problem they have is being sad- 
dled with more and more mandates by 
some of these empowered committee chair- 
men in Washington that pass legislation 
after legislation or attempt to pass it that 
just tells the States how to do everything. 
And we’ve got to stand up against that. 
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And the liberals just don’t understand 
that Federal money, as they call it, is your 
money. It is the taxpayers’ money. And I 
am determined to protect your interests. 

We all saw Jack Danforth’s, I'd say not 
just heroic, but, try to say this right, won- 
derful example of his character as he stood 
beside Clarence Thomas. And here’s a little 
something that irked me, plenty did out of 
all of that. But did you know that with all 
the pious talk by some of those Democrats 
about sexual harassment, which is a concern 
and which we should do something about, 
but all the pious talk about sexual harass- 
ment, the Senate, as the debate went on, 
had exempted itself from the same sexual 
harassment laws that everyone else in the 
land has to live by. And I don’t think that’s 
right. And if we had different leaders up in 
the United States Senate, that would be 
changed. 

You see, we believe that it’s time that 
people felt they had more control over 
their own lives when it comes to these Fed- 
eral programs. And we want to enlarge per- 
sonal dignity, push back this concept of im- 
personal government. 

People matter to Kit. He cares deeply 
about them, just as they do to all of us here. 
And that’s why we want to do more than 
complain about this economy that concerns 
us all. We want to give it a good boost. And 
as Senator, Kit has backed our growth ini- 
tiatives: A cut in the capital gains tax; bank- 
ing reform; personal savings incentives like 
IRA’s to stimulate home buying; an R&D, a 
research and development tax credit; more 
investment in science and technology and 
infrastructure. We need a new transporta- 
tion bill that he’s working hard on that will 
give Americans jobs and do it soon. We 
need our America 2000 education program 
that all three up here are helping us on. 

And I mentioned yesterday that credit 
card interest rates, in my view, should come 
down. This isn’t a Government decision. 
But I believe those rates should come 
down. And I’m pleased to say that some 
banks yesterday lowered their rates, and 
then one of the large credit card companies 
today lowered its rates. And I believe that’s 
right. And I think that’s good for the Ameri- 
can economy. Give it a kick. Let’s get this 
thing moving. 
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Kit supports our Council on Competitive- 
ness, headed by our Vice President, who I 
think is doing a superb job. You talk about 
unfair criticism. The way this man holds up 
to it, he’s doing just fine, thank you. And 
what he’s trying to do, and we’ve got to 
redouble our effort, is to free workers and 
businesses from redtape, regulations, and 
again, these mandates. And people have 
better things to do than fill out plenty of 
reports all the time, reporting, reporting to 
Uncle Sam. And I might add, the Council is 
doing a good job trying to get a recalcitrant 
Democratic leadership to move on much 
needed tort reform, liability reform. These 
outrageous damage settlements are finish- 
ing off a lot of the small businesses in this 
country. We need to place caps on some of 
these outrageous claims. 

So, we’ve got a growth program. It’s 
there. It is a sound agenda. But while the 
people seek action, the liberals in Congress 
go out and hold a lot of press conferences, 
sell their funny little T-shirts, and sabotage 
the initiatives that the American people 
want. And I’m getting sick and tired of it. 

They even refused to permit a vote on 
our capital gains tax cut to propel the econ- 
omy when we had majorities in both the 
House and the Senate for this a couple of 
years ago. Couldn’t even get it to the floor 
by some fancy parliamentary procedure out 
there. 

They talk about fairness, and what they’re 
really talking about these days, you listen to 
the proposals and listen to the load they’re 
putting on me, they’re talking about class 
warfare. And America grew out of that 
years ago. We’re all in this together. And 
we cannot be divided by Democratic dema- 
goguery. 

We've got a good agenda, and they’ve got 
an agenda. Their agenda is to block our 
agenda. And so far I regret to report 
they’re having some _ success because 
they’ve got our good troops here outnum- 
bered. And worse, they try to lay the blame 
at my door, and I don’t like that, and at 
yours, and I’m sure you don’t like that 
either. Well, I think it’s time to reject their 
propaganda and their excuses and demand 
some action. And frankly—and I think the 
American people see this—these guys that 
write these stories think I live and die by 
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the polls. Well, I don’t. I certainly don’t 
want to die by them. [Laughter] But I see 
these polls out there. And I’ve got to con- 
fess every once in a while, I look at it. And 
the American people aren’t dumb. You 
know who they blame for the dilemma that 
we're in today, that we’re trying to fight 
our way out of? They blame the United 
States Congress, and that means the one- 
party control, the Democratic leadership in 
the United States Congress. 

You want to talk a little domestic agenda? 
You want to talk a littlke more domestic 
agenda? Okay. On March 20th, I submitted 
a banking reform legislation to the Con- 
gress. That was 238 days ago. No legislation. 
And our banks should be able to compete 
with these domineering foreign banks. And 
they can’t do it if we don’t change the law. 
No action, 238 days. On March 11th, I sent 
Congress a crime bill. That was 247 days, 
and our policemen are out there and they 
need our support on the streets. And we 
need a crime bill that says we care a little 
more about the law enforcement and a 
little less about those who commit the 
crimes. 

Domestic agenda? Okay. On March 4th, I 
sent energy legislation. We need a national 
energy strategy. It is my view we are too 
dependent on foreign oil. And the war over 
there ought to have taught us that. That 
was 254 days ago, no bill. On February 
13th, up went our transportation legislation. 
That was 273 days ago, and you guessed it, 
no bill on my desk. And on May 22d, I sent 
Congress a national education strategy legis- 
lation. And 175 days later, surprise, sur- 
prise, no bill. 

Look, I think the American people under- 
stand that from the very first day I took 
office I held out my hand to the Congress. 
And some of the Republican Party thought 
maybe I did it a little too much. Some 
thought that I was a little too willing to 
negotiate, to compromise. I tried. I have 
held out my hands to those leaders. I have 
caught their javelins. I have absorbed their 
blows because I’ve been trying to get some- 
thing done for the good of the American 
people. And I’ve tried to work with that 
Democratic leadership. And I owe it to the 
American people to continue to try, be- 
cause I do believe that our kids need a good 


chance at a good education, not just some 
dozen years of babysitting. 

We've got a great education program. 
And I’m going to keep on trying. But Ill 
tell you this: When this election rolls 
around, if I decided to become a candidate, 
I'm getting warmed up here—{laughter|— 
but if I do, I’m going to take this case to the 
American people and say, “Give me more 
men like Kit Bond. Give me some good 
women on our side like Nancy Kassebaum. 
Give me more Senators like Jack Danforth, 
and you watch this country move ahead.” 

Oh, there’s so much to do. I mentioned 
America 2000, our education program. It’s 
good. We’ve got a great man, a great friend 
of John Ashcroft’s, Lamar Alexander is our 
Secretary, bringing this revolutionary new 
approach to the parents and the families, 
saying we’ve got to do better for our kids. 
Trying to restore peace in our streets, give 
people an opportunity to live free of fear. 
And we’ve got to have a new crime bill. 
The Senate passed a good crime bill, and I 
credit these Senators right here. But the 
Democrats in the House tried to undo 
much of it. 

One area where we have gotten biparti- 
san cooperation, and this is important to 
every family, transcends party lines, is on 
our national drug strategy. And we 
launched a strategy to combat drugs; it is 
producing real results. Casual use of heroin 
in this country and cocaine, these things are 
going down. We’re making progress. We 
have a long way to go, but at least there’s 
some good signs out there for the American 
family on that front. 

I believe we need this job-creating trans- 
portation legislation. Kit knows the condi- 
tion of Missouri roads and bridges. And he 
told me he was surprised I could drive to 
this event and glad I don’t have to cross the 
bridge to St. Charles to get here. [Laughter] 
Help me elect a Congress that knows that if 
we want to keep America on the rise, we’ve 
got to keep it on the move. 

And let me just mention, before closing, 
some international aspects to this, interna- 
tional leadership, worldwide economic com- 
petition. Some in Congress, including some 
from Missouri, pretend that trade and secu- 
rity and international cooperation don’t 
help the working men and women of this 
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country. Well, just tell that to the more 
than 40 million Americans working in jobs 
that involve importing or exporting. Today, 
an estimated 75,000 to 100,000 Missouri 
jobs depend on exports. You know that mili- 
tary, economic, and political issues cross 
continents, and they cross borders. For in- 
stance, checking foreign protectionism 
means more American exports and more 
American jobs. 


But some Democratic leaders in Congress 
just don’t get it. They seem to be sounding 
again—and yes, people are hurting—they 
seem to be sounding again the siren call of 
protectionism. The worst thing we can do is 
to pull back into some protectionist cocoon. 
The job loss would be staggering. There are 
one or two of you old guys out here, old 
enough like I am to remember what hap- 
pened when we went the protection route 
right there around the time of the Great 
Depression, and the whole world market 
shrank. And I am not going to be the Presi- 
dent that shirks my responsibilities to 
expand our markets abroad. 


There’s a lot of change in the world, and 
we are the leaders, not just of the free 
world but of the emerging democracies 
around the world. And progress demands 
we accept that role and accept it eagerly, as 
a great people should. And we are a great 
Nation, a great people. And when a dictator 
threatened American lives, yes, we helped 
the Panamanian people validate their own 
free elections by kicking him out, seeing 
that he’s brought to trial. 


When a brutal tyrant invaded Kuwait, we 
helped roll back aggression and liberate a 
land. Was that victory foreign, was that do- 
mestic; what was it? I think it was in the 
fundamental national interest of the United 
States that we led the world to say one 
country’s not going to brutalize its neigh- 
bor. It’s good for your kids and mine, and 
it’s good for the entire world. 


And as communism crumbled, we made 
it clear, typical American spirit, we made it 
clear that we will support those who pro- 
mote democracy and free enterprise, and 
thank God we did. Is democracy, is that 
foreign or is that domestic? Is it right to 
work with Gorbachev and Yeltsin for excit- 
ing peaceful change? Can you imagine if all 
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this mew democracy and freedom and 
market economy works in the Soviet Union, 
what that means in terms of our own trade? 
Certainly I know what it means in terms of 
peace for generations to come. Is that ne- 
glecting my job to pay attention to these 
major problems of change that face the 
world? 


Is it historic and wonderful, as I believe, 
to bring the warring parties together to talk 
peace in the Middle East as we did at 
Madrid, or am I neglecting something? I 
wish every one of you could have been in 
the room with me and felt the wonder of 
that moment when ancient enemies came 
under the same roof. We’ve a long way to 
go before we can say peace, but I am going 
to keep on working for peace around the 
world. It benefits your kids, again, and it 
benefits mine. 


Today, we need more leaders like these 
two Senators up here and this Governor. 
They know what I’m talking about. Missouri 
is linked to trade in Singapore. Kit under- 
stands this. He helped draft the 1990 farm 
bill, which has made America more com- 
petitive overseas. Someone asked Kit how 
he got 23 provisions in the bill. “Simple,” 
he said, “Missourians gave me the best 
ideas.” He listens to the people and makes 
something happen in Washington, DC. 


He understands that military aircraft built 
in St. Louis can help keep the peace. He 
led the successful fight to make the F- and 
A-18 the Navy’s carrier-based aircraft for 
the next decade. And he believes in exports 
that work, whether it is corn or soybeans or 
the sunshine of democracy, and so do I. 
And last year, I was in Cartagena, Colom- 
bia. Why? To help work with them to keep 
drugs out of our cities and out of our 
schools and away from our families. Was 
that foreign or was that domestic? 


Last week, I was in Rome and The 
Hague. Why? To work for peace at home 
and abroad and to promote the cause of 
free and fair trade and to say to every 
farmer in the State of Missouri, we are 
going to keep hammering away on these 
GATT talks until the Europeans open their 
markets to the agricultural product of the 
United States of America. And it is in our 
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interest that I do that, and I’m going to 
keep on doing it. I don’t care what your 
Congressman from Missouri says about it. 


As we approach the 2lst century, let’s 
remember, isolationism makes no _ sense; 
never did. It represents an old ignorance 
that was scorned by my predecessors Roose- 
velt, Truman, and Kennedy, and that all 
Presidents and the American people since 
have looked upon with disdain. I speak of 
the ignorance that inspires people to hide 
from the rest of the world, wishing our 
problems away instead of creating solutions. 
It urges them to blame others rather than 
to call forth the best in ourselves. 


I want to do better. I will continue to 
work my heart out to see that this economy 
gets on the move. I just wish I had more 
Members of Congress to implement this 
program I’ve outlined for you here tonight. 
More Members like Kit and Jack, we could 
be moving sooner. But we’re going to keep 
on. And I’m going to keep that hand of 
friendship and cooperation extended to the 
Congress of the United States. I think I owe 
that to the American people. But I am not 
going to do it their way. The only way you 
can make—when you don’t have a majori- 
ty—make something good happen, is to 
veto bad legislation. And I’m going to keep 
right on vetoing it until we can make some- 
thing good happen for this country. 


Kit Bond’s work embodies his motto, I 
think there’s some of the things I’ve talked 
about tonight, “Values we believe in, expe- 
rience we trust.” So, my plea tonight is let’s 
make the most of those values. And let’s use 
them to celebrate America. Let’s use them 
to reelect Kit Bond to be Senator from the 
great State of Missouri. Let’s use them to 
enhance the standing of the United States 
of America at home and abroad. We are 
lucky to be Americans and God bless the 
United States of America. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:38 p.m. at 
the Riverport Amphitheater. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Remarks at the Welcoming Ceremony 
for President Carlos Menem of 
Argentina 


November 14, 1991 


President Bush. Thank you all very 
much. And President Menem, it gives me 
great pleasure to welcome you to the White 
House. The ties between our countries have 
never been stronger, and a great deal of 
credit goes to you and your administration. 

Nearly a year ago, a revolt by renegade 
soldiers faced you in your nation’s capital. 
And you stood firm in defense of freedom 
and liberty and in defense of your people’s 
right to a government of their choice. 

In the end, freedom triumphed. It was an 
honor to join you, just a few days later, in 
beautiful Buenos Aires, the capital of a 
proud and free Argentina. 

In your inaugural address you asked Ar- 
gentina to “arise and walk.” When we met 
last year in the capital, we spoke about the 
challenges your country faces and the 
changes that have already been set in 
motion. 

Today, Mr. President, Argentina is assum- 
ing its rightful place as a leader in the 
democratic community of nations. Nowhere 
in this hemisphere is the shape of the post- 
cold-war world more evident than in Ar- 
gentina. Under your leadership, Argentina 
has become one of the hemisphere’s strong- 
est defenders of democracy, both at home 
and abroad. 

When Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait, 
you sent your Navy to join the international 
coalition which liberated that pillaged 
nation. And when tanks rumbled through 
the streets of Moscow, threatening the 
Soviet Union’s forces of democratic reform, 
you were one of the very first in Latin 
America to speak out in defense of liberty. 
You have called for democratic reform in 
Cuba and made major contributions to the 
efforts of the Organization of American 
States to restore democratic government to 
Haiti. 

At home, you have slashed government 
spending, privatized state-owned industries, 
and abolished harmful overregulation of the 
economy. You have brought once-rampant 
inflation under control. And last year, Ar- 
gentina had a trade surplus of nearly $8 
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billion, and U.S. firms alone invested over 
$200 million in Argentina. 

Despite facing many difficult challenges 
when you took office in 1989, your efforts 
have earned the respect of the international 
community. More’ importantly, they 
strengthened Argentina’s competitive posi- 
tion in the global economy, by attracting 
new confidence and investment from 
around the world. I share that confidence in 
Argentina’s future under your leadership. 

In the rapidly evolving relationship 
among the nations of the Southern Cone, 
you have taken the lead in achieving re- 
gional economic integration and arms con- 
trol. 

For example, by the end of 1995, the 
Mercosur common market aims to elimi- 
nate tariffs between Argentina, Brazil, Para- 
guay, and Uruguay, linking your economies 
together in a way consistent with GATT to 
form one of the hemisphere’s largest open 
markets. You’re taking a giant step toward 
the goal I stated last year in announcing the 
Enterprise for the Americas Initiative: To 
make the Americas the world’s largest part- 
nership of free-trading nations. 

We also welcome your efforts to set in 
place nuclear safeguards that will increase 
international security. And your decisions to 
forswear chemical weapons and halt missile 
proliferation do create a safer hemisphere, 
a safer world. 

From Rivadavia to Rio Gallegos, from 
Zapala to Buenos Aires, your strong, com- 
mitted leadership is bringing your people 
hope for change, faith in their countrymen, 
and the courage to “arise and walk” togeth- 
er. 

On behalf of the people of the United 
States, it is my great pleasure to welcome 
you to the White House. And may God 
bless the Argentine Republic. 

President Menem. My dear friend, Mr. 
President, distinguished Mrs. Bush, ladies 
and gentlemen, sisters and brothers of 
America. Thank you very much for your 
warm words of welcome. It is to me a 
source of deep satisfaction to be once again 
here in this great country whose institutions 
and values have been and still are an exam- 
ple of freedom and human dignity. More- 
over, I come back with the satisfaction of 
having already traveled a long distance 
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along the path of transformation my gov- 
ernment has chosen. 

There is still a lot to be done in Argenti- 
na. Many expectations are still unfulfilled. 
Many are the problems. However, with 
effort, firmness, and determination, we are 
conquering the slope of decadence. With 
civil freedom, with economic freedom, with 
an unprecedented freedom of the press, 
after 2 years of hard work to achieve 
change, most of the Argentine people have 
ratified recently their support during our 
last elections. 

This means backing the government, 
backing the economic cause and also a new 
way of insertion in the world. Our determi- 
nation is today firmer than ever before to 
continue implementing state reform, priva- 
tizations, open trade, stimulation of foreign 
investment, deregulation, and also the 
return to Argentina of assets that were sent 
abroad. Argentina has also decided to con- 
tinue playing an active role in the defense 
of peace and international security, giving 
all possible support to United Nations initia- 
tives. 

When this year began, a distant region in 
the world was in crisis. In the Gulf, we 
faced, then, serious risks with possible con- 
sequences for the whole planet. Within the 
framework of what the United Nations de- 
cided and as the result of the great effort of 
the United States and its allies, it was possi- 
ble to end aggression and restore the full 
rule of international law. We participated in 
that joint action, and we are proud we did. 
Some months later, you, yourself, my 
friend, Mr. President, had the initiative to 
propose unilaterally a significant reduction 
of nuclear weaponry. 

The Middle East had, for time immemori- 
al, been a region where all expectations to 
obtain a just and lasting peace floundered 
and were thwarted. A few days ago, you 
inaugurated a conference that has renewed 
the hope of a constructive dialog in the 
region when calling to the same negotiating 
table antagonists who seemed only yester- 
day to be implacably hostile. This is a really 
formidable progress, I insist, a formidable 
and spectacular progress. A new interna- 
tional order is being generated on the basis 
of peace, of justice, of reason, and under 
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the guidance of God, our only source of 
reason and justice. 

This is the reason why we recognize 
today our vast coincidence with the United 
States. For instance, in the common aim of 
restoring the democratic government of the 
Republic of Haiti. That is why we rely on 
integration. We want to consolidate Merco- 
su with our regional brothers. And we also 
want to add our own efforts so that the 
ambitious Enterprise for the Americas Initi- 
ative that you, Mr. President, conceived 
and announced last year will bear fruit. 

With Brazil, we have signed an agree- 
ment for the exclusively peaceful use of nu- 
clear energy, and we are about to conclude 
an agreement on safeguards with the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency. With 
Brazil, too, and Chile and Uruguay—Para- 
guay and Bolivia will join us in the future— 
we have made the commitment of not pro- 
ducing nor buying, storing, or transferring 
chemical or biological weapons; of course, 
banning any kind of use for them. 

Furthermore, we have also joined the 
control system for missile technology, 
known by the acronym MTCR. Whitman’s 
prophetical dreams are renewed, entwined 
with the illusions of having a single and 
great America as they were presaged 
Ruben Dario, Jose Marti, and Domingo 
Faustino Sarmiento. 

To this end, it will be necessary to find in 
each and every country of our America a 
representative democracy with full respect 
for human rights and a free economy. I 
repeat, in all the countries of this continent 
with absolutely no exceptions. 

To this end, it will be necessary, Mr. 
President, to bring a message of a nation 
that is looking inwards. The message is very 
simple: The Argentine nation faces with se- 
riousness the need of having a place in the 
new international order. This we are sure to 
obtain since we have a representative de- 
mocracy, we respect human rights, and we 
chose a free economy. 

We trust that the European Economic 
Community and the developed world will 
not persist in applying old protectionist 
schemes that menace the hope of a better 
future. 

We hope that we may be able to cooper- 
ate firmly so that, and I quote your own 
words, my dear President and friend, “we 


may eliminate subsidies that distort trade.” 
We hope we may be able to translate into 
concrete results some political statements 
allowing markets to exist whose transparen- 
cy will reward efficient producers. We trust 
in the oldest constitutional democracy in 
the world, and that democracy is the one in 
the United States. 

We place our trust in the United States 
and its leaders, who, in 1991, have faced up 
to their responsibilities towards the interna- 
tional community with maturity and imagi- 
nation and commendable moderation. 

Mr. President, I am really moved by this 
reception. I am sure that our stay here will 
not only be a pleasure but also very fruitful. 
I thank you for your warmth and your hos- 
pitality. 

God bless you, Mr. President. God bless 
your country and God bless our America. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 9:58 a.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House where 
President Menem was accorded a formal 
welcome with full military honors. Presi- 
dent Menem spoke in Spanish, and his re- 
marks were translated by an interpreter. 


Exchange With Reporters in the 
Cabinet Room 


November 14, 1991 


92 Election 


Q. Mr. President, is Buchanan doing the 
right thing thinking about running? 

The President. | haven’t paid much atten- 
tion to that yet. 


Libyan Indictments 


Q. Mr. President, do you have any com- 
ment on the Lockerbie indictments? 

The President. We will have, but I want 
all that to come out properly. And then I'll 
undoubtedly have something to say. That 
was a terrible event. And indictments—we 
have a system of justice in this country. But 
I gather from briefings I’ve had that they’re 
serious. I mean, this isn’t some quick hit, 


1663 





Nov. 14 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 


that after I have had a chance to get 
briefed on the indictments themselves. I’ve 
been briefed on things that are leading up 
to all of this. 

Q. Well, are you concerned that although, 
sir—Mr. Barr said that it’s believed that the 
two Libyans were operating as part of the 
intelligence operation. 

The President. As I say, I’m not going to 
comment until I am briefed on the formal 
indictments. I’ve been briefed on events 
leading up to the indictments and the 
paper trail and a lot of things that go into 
all of this. This has been a serious search for 
a long time. And some have been unfairly 
condemned because of lack of information. 
So, I don’t want to comment on that until 
I’ve gone into it in more detail. 

But I’ve seen enough of it to know that 
there’s been some very good work done on 
the part of the U.S., working in cooperation 
with others to get this far. But I just have to 
stop short of going further until I am thor- 
oughly informed as to exactly what counts 
are in this indictment and all of that. 


Legislative Initiatives 


Q. Mr. President, have you now decided 
to wait until the State of the Union to put 
forward a growth package? 

The President. Well, we are going to be, 
as I keep saying, we’ve got a growth pack- 
age out there, and it’s got some fine ingre- 
dients. In fact, one of the subjects we’re 
talking about today has some growth as- 
pects to it, as a matter of fact. And we’re 
talking energy here today. But I just wish 
that the Democratic leadership had moved 
on the initiatives that I’ve been talking 
about for a long, long time in terms of 
growth. But I'll get some advice here this 
afternoon on that and see what we’ve got. 

But I’m glad we got together on this un- 
employment compensation bill, as a matter 
of fact. We’ve been saying all along we 
want a bill that is temporary, doesn’t lock in 
more and more mandates. We want a sign- 
able bill that would not invoke the emer- 
gency escape from the budget agreement, 
from the fiscal—and we’ve just insisted on 
that. We wanted a signable bill that is paid 
for and doesn’t burden the 96 or 94 percent 
quick fix on trying to find the answer; that 
this is very serious business that we’re in- 
volved in. But I'll have more to say about 
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of the people, whatever it is, that are work- 
ing. And we’ve gotten such a bill. And we 
could have had it last summer if certain 
leaders up there hadn’t wanted to try to 
inflict a political defeat on me. 


And the people that are hurt are those 
that need help, those whose benefits have 
run out. And so I had to insist on these 
fiscally sound measures. And to the credit of 
the Senate, Bob Dole particularly, who’s 
taken a strong leadership position, we now 
have a bill that meets those three criteria. 
And we didn’t have it before. And I find 
the only way you can get good legislation 
with some, the way it works up there on 
Capitol Hill, is to beat back bad legislation. 
And that’s what’s happened. 


Q. But you’re going to let the economy 
ride as it is for a few more months before 
you propose anything new? 


The President. ——certain things that we 
may be doing. But I'll have a very strong 
State of the Union message that hopefully 
can mobilize the Democrats that control 
Congress, to do what they should have done 
some time ago. And we’ve got—and I 
talked about it last night out there—we’ve 
got several very strong growth initiatives 
out there. And as these Members of Con- 
gress know, you just don’t get them 
through. But we will because that case will 
be taken strongly to the American people 
later on. So we'll see. 


Q. Are interest rates about as low as they 
can go, sir? 


Q. ——take a final shot on the Cuomo 
question? 


The President. What is that, Laurie 
[Laurie Santos, United Press International]? 
Get out of here. We’re talking energy. If 
you want to hear about energy, that’s some- 
thing else. 


Note: The exchange began at 11:30 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House fol- 
lowing a photo session with Senate Republi- 
can leaders. Patrick Buchanan is a televi- 
sion commentator and journalist. A tape 
was not available for verification of the 
content of this exchange. 
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Remarks at a Meeting of the President’s 
Commission on Educational Excellence 
for Hispanic Americans 

November 14, 1991 


Let me just make a brief comment. And 
what I really want to do is hear from our 
dynamic chairman about where we’re going 
to go and how we're going to catch up, 
because I’m a little embarrassed that it’s 
taken a long time to get—longer than I 
would have liked to get this going. And I 
think they’re together now, and we’ve got 
some priorities at stake. And the Hispanic 
community is of high priority. 

Nobody at this table and nobody in the 
country can be happy about unacceptably- 
high dropout rates, sometimes lack of re- 
sources in the communities themselves 
across this country. And I just want to say 
that I’m very grateful to our chairman, 
Andres Bande, for undertaking this impor- 
tant role. And knowing him and of him, 
why, you better watch out because he’ll put 
all of us to work. And I just wanted to 
pledge doing my part. 

I’m proud of our Secretary of Education 
and his drive on bringing to the American 
public the program America 2000. It’s good. 
It’s new. It’s revolutionary, and it can have 
a tremendously powerful effect in the area 
of Hispanic community education. And so, 
Lamar is fired up on this as well as I am. 
And I think that we’ve got a lot of things 
that can appeal. 

I believe that the Hispanic Americans are 
the pivotal community in the economic 
growth that is going to come from the ex- 
panded trade with Mexico, for example. 
And I’m going to fight hard for that agree- 
ment when we get it hammered out; and I 
believe that it can help, not just in trade 
but also then for strengthening of families. 
In that sense, I think it’s very helpful to 
education. 

As I say, I’m pledged to doing my best to 
help, this isn’t going to be done at the Fed- 
eral level, but help eliminate the unaccept- 
ably-high dropout rate we’ve had. I think 
that one thing going in the Hispanic Ameri- 
can communities that offers great hope is 
this concept of family and the involvement 
of family. I think we need more involve- 
ment, but that concept is strong still, very, 
very strong. And Barbara Bush is trying to 


work with Lamar and others to help re- 
spond—have parents’ involvement in the 
education of their kids. Perhaps that’s one 
thing that the commission is going to want 
to take a look at, see how it can be 
strengthened. 

But we’ve got some powerful experts 
around here in higher education. But the 
common ground is concern. The matrix is 
concern, commitment to improving the 
education in Hispanic American communi- 
ties all across this country. And I just want 
you to know that I have been interested in 
this for a long time, and I want to help as 
much as I possibly can, help our Secretary, 
and, Chairman, help you in this work. 

So, now we will hear from you ali as to 
how you think it’s going and what the prior- 
ities should be for the White House, for the 
Department, and, of course, I think even 
more fundamentally, for the communities 
themselves. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:48 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting with 
President Levon Ter-Petrosian of 
Armenia 


November 14, 1991 


The President met in the Oval Office 
today for 45 minutes with Armenian Presi- 
dent Levon Ter-Petrosian. The President 
congratulated President Ter-Petrosian for 
his recent victory in Armenia’s first free 
and fair elections. He expressed U.S. sup- 
port for the Armenian Government’s politi- 
cal and economic reforms. 

The President also said the U.S. intended 
to build a strong relationship with Armenia. 
The two leaders discussed possible U.S. as- 
sistance to improve food distribution within 
Armenia, to provide medical assistance, and 
to increase trade and investment through 
OPIC and the Export-Import Bank. In addi- 
tion, the President told President Ter-Pe- 
trosian the U.S. planned to open a Consul- 
ate General in Yerevan in 1992 and was 
also willing to begin a Peace Corps program 
in Armenia. 
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Proclamation 6375—Dutch-American 
Heritage Day, 1991 


November 14, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On November 16, 1776, a small American 
warship, the ANDREW DORIA, sailed into 
the harbor of the tiny Dutch island of St. 
Eustatius in the West Indies. Only 4 months 
before, the United States had declared its 
independence from Great Britain. The 
American crew was delighted when the 
Governor of the island, Johannes de Graaf, 
ordered that his fort’s cannons be fired in a 
friendly salute. The first ever given by a 
foreign power to the flag of the United 
States, it was a risky and courageous act. 
Indeed, angered by Dutch trading of con- 
traband with the rebellious colonies, the 
British seized the island a few years later. 
De Graaf’s welcoming salute was also a sign 
of respect, and today it continues to symbol- 
ize the deep ties of friendship that exist 
between the United States and The Nether- 
lands. 

After more than 200 years, the bonds be- 
tween the United States and The Nether- 
lands remain strong. Our diplomatic ties, in 
fact, constitute one of the longest unbroken 
diplomatic relationships with any foreign 
country. 

Fifty years ago, during the Second World 
War, Dutch and American servicemen 
fought side by side to defend the universal 
cause of freedom and democracy. As NATO 
allies, we have continued to stand together 
to keep the transatlantic partnership strong 
and to maintain the peace and security of 
Europe. In the Persian Gulf, we joined as 
coalition partners to repel aggression and to 
uphold the rule of law. 

While the ties between the United States 
and The Netherlands have been tested by 
time and by the crucible of armed conflict, 
the Dutch-American heritage is even older 
than our official relationship. Indeed, it 
dates back to the early 17th century, when 
the Dutch West India Company founded 
New Netherland and its main settlements, 
New Amsterdam and Fort Orange—better 
known today as New York City and Albany. 
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From the earliest days of our Republic, 
men and women of Dutch ancestry have 
made important contributions to American 
history and culture. The influence of our 
Dutch ancestors can still be seen not only in 
New York’s Hudson River Valley but also in 
Pennsylvania along the Schuylkill River and 
in communities like Holland, Michigan, 
where many people trace their roots to set- 
tlers from The Netherlands. Generations of 
Dutch immigrants have enriched the 
United States with the unique customs and 
traditions of their ancestral homeland—a 
country that has given the world great art- 
ists, celebrated philosophers, and leaders of 
international business. 

On this occasion, we also remember 
many celebrated American leaders of 
Dutch descent. Three Presidents, Martin 
Van Buren, Theodore Roosevelt, and Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt, came from Dutch stock. 
Arthur Vandenberg, who after World War 
II played a crucial role in the development 
of our bipartisan foreign policy, the strategy 
of containment, and the establishment of 
NATO, also traced his roots to The Nether- 
lands. 

Our Dutch heritage is seen not only in 
our people but also in our experience as a 
Nation. Our traditions of religious freedom 
and tolerance, for example, have spiritual 
and legal roots among such early settlers as 
the English Pilgrims and the French Hu- 
guenots, who first found refuge from perse- 
cution in Holland. The Dutch Republic was 
also among those systems of government 
that inspired our Nation’s Founders as they 
shaped our Constitution. 

In celebration of the long-standing friend- 
ship that exists between the United States 
and The Netherlands, and in recognition of 
the many contributions that Dutch-Ameri- 
cans have made to our country, the Con- 
gress, by House Joint Resolution 177, has 
designated November 16, 1991, as “Dutch- 
American Heritage Day” and has author- 
ized and requested the President to issue a 
proclamation in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 16, 1991, as 
Dutch-American Heritage Day. I encourage 
all Americans to observe this day with ap- 
propriate ceremonies and activities. 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of November, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and ninety-one, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 1:57 p.m., November 15, 1991.] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on November 19. 


Statement on Signing the. Continuing 
Appropriations Bill 
November 15, 1991 


Today I have signed into law HJ. Res. 
374, making further continuing appropria- 
tions for the fiscal year 1992. 

Providing for the operation of the Gov- 
ernment through Continuing Resolutions is 
an undesirable practice. However, a third 
Continuing Resolution for FY 1992 is neces- 
sary at this time in order to keep certain 
activities of the Government functioning 
while the Congress completes the appro- 
priations process. 

I commend the Congress for presenting 
me with a simple, straightforward extension 
of funding that is not burdened with unre- 
lated provisions. I urge the Congress to 
complete the ordinary appropriations proc- 
ess by November 26, which is the date this 
third Continuing Resolution expires. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 15, 1991. 


Teleconference Remarks With the 
Fortune 500 Forum 


November 15, 1991 


Thank you, Jim, very, very much. Thank 
you for that welcome. And I must say the 
miracle of technology, I heard every word 
of all of that. Glad to be with you, and my 
greetings to Marshall Loeb, and my thanks 


to all for this opportunity to address the 
people who produce a good chunk of the 
Gross National Product. I’m doing this elec- 
tronically, and then this afternoon General 
Scowcroft will be with you in person. 

Bringing all of you together is a real serv- 
ice and proves once again why Fortune is 
one of America’s leading economic indica- 
tors. In the super-charged competitive at- 
mosphere you call home, there is never 
room for complacency. The world doesn’t 
care much about yesterday’s track records, 
and it wants to find the restless man or 
woman with the next new idea. 

This year, a new element overshadows 
the normal quest for excellence. Times 
have been tough. And as one looks ahead, 
plans for the future, there’s worry about the 
economy, and I’m concerned. People out 
there are hurting, and I want to help. But I 
want to be sure that any actions taken by 
the Federal Government are fundamentally 
sound. 

Let me just take a minute to share a few 
thoughts about how we can get this econo- 
my growing. As you might know, our long- 
term growth strategy is founded on several 
important elements. First, we know we’ve 
got to get that deficit down. Now, we’ve got 
a budget agreement that puts the squeeze 
on the controllable part of Federal spend- 
ing. I say controllable because so much of 
the budget is uncontrollable. It’s legislated, 
and we’re talking about many of the social 
programs, the means, Social Security and 
many things like that, interest on the debt. 
We've got to abide by that budget agree- 
ment. 

The other day, a massive tax-cutting 
scheme was proposed, and long-term inter- 
est rates shot up immediately because the 
markets felt that the deficit would again 
spiral. We’ve got to keep inflation under 
control, as it is right now. The Federal Gov- 
ernment must conduct itself in a way that 
will keep interest rates at low levels. We’ve 
got to keep American business competitive, 
and we’re trying. Slash red tape. Move 
more aggressively against regulations wher- 
ever possible. Draw the line against more 
and more Government mandates, mandates 
that handcuff the American entrepreneur. 

Most of the legislation that comes down 
at me has got a wonderful title on it, but it 
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inflicts new mandates on the American 
people. And I’ve had to veto quite a few 
wonderfully titled pieces of legislation. 

I also think that competitiveness means 
real tort reform, capping these sky-is-the- 
limit liability awards. And as a nation, we’ve 
got to make good on our commitment to 
quality education and job training to ensure 
a work force ready for the challenges that a 
new century will bring. 

Finally, we’ve got to make certain that 
American business competes on an equal 
footing, and that means a government com- 
mitted to the principles of free and fair 
trade. Let me just focus for one “sec” on 
this issue. You know firsthand that exports 
have become a driving force in our econo- 
my. Strong exports cushioned our economic 
downturn. Total gross exports last year ac- 
counted for virtually all of our growth. And 
I know that many of you, especially in the 
service sector and in agriculture, pay a 
price for being closed out of foreign mar- 
kets. We’re pushing hard in the Uruguay 
round to bring down trade barriers, to open 
more markets to American goods and serv- 
ices. Jim Baker took that free trade message 


to Japan just the other day. And a week ago 
tonight, I got to The Hague and delivered 
that same message to the European Com- 
munity in The Hague. 

Closer to home, we’ve won fast track au- 
thority for a North American free trade 


agreement linking the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico. And yesterday I met 
here at the White House with Argentina’s 
great President, Carlos Menem. He’s strong 
on our Enterprise for the Americas Initia- 
tive to transform this entire hemisphere 
into a free trade zone. 

Now, these solid, forward-looking initia- 
tives will pay dividends down the road in 
increased growth, new markets for Ameri- 
can products, new jobs for American work- 
ers. I’m confident that our long-term strate- 
gy is on target, but there are steps that 
we've got to take right now; no more delay. 
And let’s start with the overhaul of our anti- 
quated bank system. Everyone of you 
knows how the problems in our banking 
system plague this economy. In March, I 
sent up to the Congress the first compre- 
hensive bank reform since the 1930's: re- 
forms that would bring American banks 
into the modern age. And even though the 
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Congress is heading toward recess, we’re 
going to keep pressing for these fundamen- 
tal and important reforms. We can get 
them done within the next week. 

The same goes for our other key propos- 
als. For 3 years now, I have proposed a 
package of growth initiatives. Not just cap- 
ital gains to which I remain committed, but 
incentives~ to encourage saving, like our 
family savings accounts, increased incen- 
tives for R&D to help keep American busi- 
ness competitive, measures to help first- 
time buyers tap into their IRAs to buy that 
new home, enterprise zones to unleash the 
urban entrepreneur. Each one of these ini- 
tiatives would give a sluggish economy a 
needed boost. 

So far I’ve spoken about ways we're 
trying to turn things around. Now let me 
tell you what we won’t do. The first rule of 
economic policy puts me in mind of the 
Hippocratic oath, “do no harm.” We’re 
going to draw the line against the budget- 
busters. We’re going to resist the quick-fix 
solutions out there. You and I know that 
when things are down there’s a lot of politi- 
cal quick fixes that are proposed. And a lot 
of them are very, very attractive politically. 
They’d be attractive for me if I could em- 
brace them. But from the folks who would 
have you believe they can reach in, flip a 
lever here, turn a knob there, and fine-tune 
a $5 trillion economy, we’re getting these 
programs. We’ve got to resist them. 

Pressure is building as we enter 1992. But 
let me say right now, we cannot and we 
won't sacrifice long-term economic health 
for short-term political gain. I don’t expect 
it to be easy—understatement of the year— 
but I am determined to find a way to work 
with the opposition, to reach out, to deal in 
good faith, and to do our job so that you can 
keep doing yours. 

And one last comment. Yesterday the 
House overwhelmingly passed unemploy- 
ment benefits legislation and sent it to the 
Senate. My message to the Senate is simple 
and direct: People are hurting out there. 
And if they’re to receive a check before 
Thanksgiving, the Senate must get this bill 
to me today. I want to see this legislation, 
legislation that meets the criteria that I’ve 
laid out on my desk today. This new bill 
does not bust the budget agreement. We 
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could have had one like it 3 months ago. 
But in any event, by standing up against 
bad legislation, I can now say to the Ameri- 
can people, we can help these people that 
need help. And the rest of the people, the 
taxpayer, the guy that does have a job, is 
not going to be further burdened because 
of this by higher taxes or higher deficit. 

Now, once again, my thanks to all of you. 
And now, Jim and Marshall, I'll be pleased 
to take a couple of questions. 


Economic Outlook 


Q. Mr. President, as citizens, as voters, we 
certainly often advise you as to what we 
would like you to do. You may answer this 
question as generally or as specifically as 
you would like. But what would you like to 
see American business leaders do in 1992? 

The President. Well, I think that our 
system works best when independent enter- 
prises take their cue from the market, not 
from Washington. So in 1992, what I want 
to see is simply this: I'd like to see you do 
what you do best. 

First, you can build on your enormous 
successes. You know, during the eighties, 
the manufacturing sector of our economy 
retooled, literally revolutionized the way 
American companies do business. And you 
know the results. Manufacturing productivi- 
ty shot up more than 35 percent. You 
honed the competitive edge that enabled 
our companies to capture new markets 
abroad and keep customers satisfied here at 
home. Exports of goods and services have 
exploded. 

In real terms, exports are up more than 
70 percent in the past 5 years. And as I 
promised just a few minutes ago, we'll keep 
working in Washington to create a good 
climate for growth. There are some tough 
economic statistics out there. But right now, 
inflation is under control. That’s one stealth 
tax that people don’t have to worry about. 

Interest rates are lower now than they’ve 
been in years. Earlier this week, I called for 
lower credit card rates to take some of the 
sting out of consumer debt, and I’m pleased 
to see some banks responding. Frankly, I 
hope more will follow suit. Revive con- 
sumer confidence. Give this economy a 
little kick. 

To improve the business climate, we'll 
keep working to drive down trade barriers 


abroad to pursue a sound fiscal policy at 
home. We'll do all we can to keep the play- 
ing field level. That means cutting through 
the red tape and needless regulations. You 
keep innovating, pioneering new products, 
setting new goals, and rising to the chal- 
lenge. And then, if both of us do our jobs, 
1992 will mark a new beginning for Ameri- 
can business, and I really believe a new era 
of prosperity for the American people. 


When you see the difficulties we’re 
having now, it is clear to me that American 
business fundamentally is getting in good 
shape to be more competitive in the future, 
to be leaner, to be ready to fire on out 
there and compete with anybody around 
the world. And so I want to—that’s your 
goal. My goal is to see that the Government 
doesn’t get in the way and where possible— 
like hammering out trade agreements—be 
helpful to you. 


So, that’s the way I see it. And some of 
that’s gratuitous, but I am not pessimistic 
about where we’re going. Yes, we’ve got 
some short-term problems here, and they’re 
significant and the deficits have kind of 
added up here; interest rates were much 
higher. But we'll be coming out of this. The 
big debate amongst the economists is where 
we actually stand. But the third quarter had 
some growth to it, anemic and slow, now 
seems to be some kind of leveling off. But 
most of the hotshots are predicting growth, 
so I hope that’s correct. 


But at some point, if we do our job right 
and don’t burden the economy with kind of 
bold, quick fixes that have appeal like enor- 
mous tax cuts that can’t be paid for in any 
way, I think things will come around, and I 
think this economy will really move on out 
with the fundamentals in place for the best 
growth we’ve seen in years. 


America 2000 


Q. Mr. President, I have a question for 
you. I know that the troubles of our public 
school systems worry you greatly and they 
also cause the business community great 
concern: eroding standards, high dropout 
rates, declining math and science proficien- 
cy. It worries us as concerned Americans, 
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but as business people, these realities give 
us grave doubts about the American work 
force. 

The question is twofold. What immediate 
steps do you plan to take? Secondly, what 
kind of advice and direction would you give 
American business people, both large and 
small corporations, who would like to get 
involved and would like to make a differ- 
ence? 

The President. Well, in America 2000, we 
set national education strategies. And then 
our very able Secretary Alexander and then 
his Deputy, David Kearns, who you know 
so well and to whom I’m deeply indebted, 
you’ve selected people to lead the effort. 
We want to do whatever we can here. I’m 
fortunate to have Lamar there. And I’m 
delighted that we managed to lure David 
Kearns from the upper reaches to come out 
of the highest level of corporate America to 
take on this fantastic new challenge in our 
classrooms. 

We're serious, they are and I am, about 
igniting a revolution in American educa- 
tion. Business can do a great deal to help us 
along the road to America 2000, and they 
already are. We’ve got some great advisory 
groups formed from high-level business 
people, and they are pitching in, rolling up 
their sleeves, engaging. And that is impor- 
tant because Government alone isn’t going 
to solve all this. 

But look, first is consumers. You have 
what I would call a vested interest in the 
quality of American education. One ele- 
ment of America 2000 calls for bringing the 
corporate community into our classrooms. 
You can anchor our education reform in 
real world concerns. You can bring the 
needs of the market to our schools. Second- 
ly, we need your help as reformers. 

The business community volunteers mil- 
lions of hours serving as mentors in our 
schools. I remember going to Rochester 
where Kodak has set a tremendous example 
in that community, doing just that: mentor- 
ing. You contribute billions of dollars sup- 
plying technology and supporting innova- 
tive ideas in education. Some of you are 
helping to fund a revolutionary experiment 
in education reform called “The New 
American Schools Initiative’-—met with 
many of the business leaders on that up at 
Camp David. 
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Education ought to learn a lesson from 
business. It’s time we recognize competition 
and choice can be catalysts for real change. 
So let me extend, then, an open invitation 
to all of you: Bring your ideas to the table; 
help us break the mold. This is what we’re 
talking about, reinvent American education 
to meet the needs of a new century. 


And thirdly, we need your help as teach- 
ers. And I know I’m preaching to the choir 
on this one, because many of your compa- 
nies are already leading the way. But I urge 
you all: Go into our schools; share your 
wisdom. Don’t stop there. Bring the class- 
room into your companies. Help those 
workers who desperately want to learn how 
to read and write, master the basic tools of 
literacy. Help your employees learn new 
skills, better themselves for the good of 
their careers, and also, I think it’s for the 
good of the companies. 


If we made a mistake in the past, it’s 
been leaving education to the professional 
bureaucracy, to the so-called “experts,” cut- 
ting off our schools from the outside com- 
munity. 


America 2000 breaks down those barriers. 
And I see the business community as an 
ally, a real agent for change. I salute all of 
you for what you’re doing now. And then, 
of course, I want to challenge you to do 
more. And if you don’t do that, I'll sic my 
wife, Barbara, on you. She’s a bird dog on 
this education, and many of you there have 
helped enormously encourage her as she 
takes this message of family involvement 
and reading around the country. 


So again, we’re grateful, not just the 
family, but the administration, those and 
our leaders in the Department of Education 
for all you have done. Thanks again to all of 
you for letting me join you in Charleston in 
this wonderful way. Thanks a lot. Nice to be 
with you. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. 
from Room 459 in the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, the President re- 
ferred to Jim Hayes, publisher, and Mar- 
shall Loeb, managing editor of Fortune 
magazine. 
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Remarks on Presenting the National 
Endowment for the Humanities 1991 
Charles Frankel Awards 


November 15, 1991 


Please be seated, and we'll get on with the 
show here. Welcome to all of you. Barbara 
and I are just delighted to have you here. I 
especially want to single out Lynne Cheney, 
the Chairman—hey, you—{/aughter|}—the 
Chairman of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities; and then greet the mem- 
bers of the Council, the Endowments Na- 
tional Council. And, of course, a special 
greeting to the honorees. 

Lynne and I and Barbara want you to 
know how deeply we value the achieve- 
ments of the NEH, and especially how 
much—let me say to you—how much we 
appreciate your leadership, Lynne—an ex- 
emplary scholar and an outstanding public 
servant. And she really is doing a first-class 
job over there. 

As we single out these recipients for 
honor of the third annual Frankel Prize for 
the Humanities, let me just recall some 
words of Thomas Jefferson, “If a nation ex- 
pects to be ignorant and free in a state of 
civilization, it expects what never was and 
never will be. Enlighten the people gener- 
ally, and tyranny and oppressions of body 
and mind will vanish like evil spirits at the 
dawn of the day.” 

Well, those words from Thomas Jefferson 
point to the vital connection between 
knowledge and freedom. And they remind 
us that citizens of all ages must strive for 
greater learning if society is to thrive. This 
prize honors men and women who are 
teachers-at-large; who share with the public 
their love for the humanities and for Amer- 
ica as a civilization. With the Frankel Prize, 
we honor front-line defenders of our Na- 
tion’s culture and values. 

Charles Frankel was a university profes- 
sor, writer, cultural affairs leader in our dip- 
lomatic service, and founder of the National 
Humanities Center. Our honorees exempli- 
fy the commitment to learning and civic 
responsibility that characterized Mr. Fran- 
kel’s great life. Their achievements give res- 
onance to the words of Henry Adams, “A 
teacher affects eternity; he can never tell 
where his influence stops.” 


Winton Blount, Red Blount to me, my 
dear friend from Alabama, he’s a man of 
many parts. He’s poured equal portions of 
his tremendous talent and energy into busi- 
ness entrepreneurship, public service, and 
leadership in education and the humanities. 
For the Alabama Shakespeare Festival, he 
and his wife, Carolyn, generously donated 
an outstanding performing arts center. He’s 
a patron and director of the Folger here, 
the Folger Shakespeare Library in Washing- 
ton. He served more than three decades as 
a trustee of the University of Alabama, and 
he serves on the Alabama Foundation of 
Educational Excellence. 

He also has helped support the written 
word in a way few of us ever will have the 
chance to do, namely, as U.S. Postmaster 
General. Think of all the latter-day Brown- 
ings and Brontés whose love verses and 
novel manuscripts reached their destina- 
tions thanks to this man right here. [Laugh- 
ter] 

With a passion for American history and 
culture, Ken Burns has taken this country’s 
most defining experience and made it a 
documentary film masterpiece, “The Civil 
War.” Thirty-eight million television view- 
ers, 38 million, have observed Ken Burns’ 
artistry in recounting America’s epic. Ken 
has also made acclaimed documentaries on 
Huey Long, Thomas Hart Benton, the 
Brooklyn Bridge, and the Statue of Liberty. 
And now I can’t wait for him to complete 
his next project, a film about baseball. 

Happy occasions are coming in bundles 
today. This is the birthday of Winton 
Blount’s wife, Carolyn; and of Ken Burns’ 
daughter, Lilly, who is 5 years old. 

An insightful literacy critic and teacher, 
Louise Cowan, believes that appreciation of 
literature is essential in the formation of 
civic and business leaders. Over the years 
she’s impressed thousands of students with 
the power of literature to form the con- 
science and consciousness of a people. She 
ranks among the great builders of education 
in Texas. As English department chairman 
and graduate school dean, she brought 
strength and distinction to the University of 
Dallas in its formative years. 

As founder of the Dallas Institute of Hu- 
manities and Culture, she’s brought com- 
munity leaders together to discuss the 
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impact of humanities on civic values. One 
of her new students happens to be my 
daughter-in-law. There’s no nepotism in- 
volved in this award, I might point. [Laugh- 
ter] But with pride, we point out that our 
daughter-in-law is there. As a remarkable 
teacher of teachers, Louise Cowan also 
founded the Dallas Teachers Academy, 
which helps deepen the learning and skills 
of teachers in the Dallas public schools. 

Karl Haas has endeared himself to mil- 
lions of radio listeners for his “Adventures 
In Good Music” program. Karl’s program 
combines selections of classical music with 
his warm and informative commentaries. 
Karl’s appeal reaches beyond the usual con- 
fines of classical music audiences. He likes 
to tell about the letters he gets from farm- 
ers who tune into his show on their transis- 
tor radios while driving their tractors. His 
large following also includes many who 
listen to the Armed Services Radio Net- 
work. 

Karl Haas began his musical career as a 
concert pianist. He continues his concert 
tours and performed in 25 cities just last 
year. He also is author of the popular refer- 
ence book, “Inside Music.” 

John Kuo Wei Tchen is a professional his- 
torian who has helped Americans discover 
the riches of immigrant culture through his 
prolific writings, lectures, media produc- 
tions, and organizational efforts. As co- 
founder of New York’s Chinatown History 
Museum, he’s won praise all across the 
Nation for his innovative approaches to pre- 
senting community history. He served 2 
years as Chairman of the New York Council 
for the Humanities, and recently he was 
appointed to the Advisory Council of the 
Smithsonian. He wrote a_ prize-winning 
book on photographs of San Francisco’s 
Chinatown. 

And on behalf of all Americans, Barbara 
and I thank all of you for the commitment 
that you’ve shown to the humanities and to 
your fellow citizens. And may God bless 
you all. 

And now, Chairman Cheney, if you will 
take over and instruct us as to how we 
present these well-deserved awards. 

Chairman Cheney. 1 can do this, Mr. 
President, if you show me how the podium 
works. [Laughter] 
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The President. Yes. I don’t want you to 
look like Queen Elizabeth. [Laughter] 


[At this point, the President presented the 
awards.| 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
And congratulations once again to all the 
winners—well-deserved. We’re proud of 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:34 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. A tape 
was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 


Proclamation 6376—National 
Philanthropy Day, 1991 


November 15, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Public philanthropy has long been a hall- 
mark of American life. The earliest settlers 
in this country were people of great faith 
and conviction, and they well understood 
the Biblical injunction to extend kindness 
and hospitality to others. Yet the spirit of 
voluntary association and giving was not 
only a virtue but also a practical necessity 
for those residing on the frontier. 

Today, even with the best efforts of Fed- 
eral, State, and local government, voluntary 
service remains essential to solving our Na- 
tion’s most serious social problems. Accord- 
ingly, concerned and generous Americans 
are engaged in voluntary activities that 
range from providing job training and em- 
ployment for the homeless to protecting the 
environment, preventing disease, assisting 
parents of needy families, and encouraging 
young people to stay in school. 

Last year, Americans contributed more 
than $100 billion in support of charitable 
organizations and _ activities. However, 
public philanthropy is not just about money. 
Millions of Americans—people of every age, 
race, and walk of life—give of their time 
and their talents in voluntary community 
service. These “Points of Light” are helping 
to supply food and clothing for the needy; 
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they are promoting important advances in 
biomedical research; and they are providing 
vital support to schools, churches, hospitals, 
museums, and a host of other institutions. 
These Americans are demonstrating that 
you don’t have to be wealthy to be a philan- 
thropist, you just have to care. 

In grateful recognition of all those who 
conduct and support the work of our Na- 
tion’s charitable organizations, the Con- 
gress, by Senate Joint Resolution 96, has 
designated November 19, 1991, as “Nation- 
al Philanthropy Day” and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 19, 1991, as Na- 
tional Philanthropy Day. I encourage the 
people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate programs and activi- 
ties. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 9:12 a.m., November, 18, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on November 19. 


Appointment of David J. Beightol as 
Special Assistant to the President for 
Intergovernmental Affairs 


November 15, 1991 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of David J. Beightol as Special 
Assistant to the President for Intergovern- 
mental Affairs at the White House. He 
would succeed G.O. Griffith. 

Since 1987 Mr. Beightol has been the Di- 
rector of Wisconsin Governor Tommy G. 
Thompson’s Washington, DC office. In this 
capacity, he has represented Governor 
Thompson on several national and regional 
organizations serving as: chairman of the 


executive committee for the Council of 
Great Lakes Governors, chairman of the 
National Governors’ Association’s Interna- 
tional Advisory Committee Staff Advisory 
Council, chairman of the U.S. Trade Repre- 
sentative’s Intergovernmental Advisory 
Committee Working Group and chairman 
of the National Governor’s Association 
“After School Years” task force staff adviso- 
ry committee. From 1983 to 1987, Mr. 
Beightol served in several capacities such as 
legislative assistant and press secretary to 
Congressman F. James Sensenbrenner (R- 
WI); and later as a Republican technical 
consultant on the House Space, Science, 
and Technology Committee. 

Mr. Beightol graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin receiving a bachelor of 
arts degree in history. He was born on Sep- 
tember 21, 1958. Mr. Beightol has two chil- 
dren and resides in Chevy Chase, MD. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





November 9 
Wingate College, of Wingate, NC 
November 11 


Southside Preparatory Association, Inc., of Syra- 
cuse, NY 


November 12 

Sister Elizabeth Stoup, of Orlando, FL 
November 13 

Camp Baskervill, of Pawley’s Island, SC 
November 14 

Carl Pangle, of Toledo, OH 

November 15 

Garland Handy, of Burlington, NC 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





November 9 

In the afternoon, following his return 
from The Hague, The Netherlands, the 
President traveled to Camp David, MD. 


November 11 
In the morning, the President returned to 
the White House from Camp David, MD. 
In the afternoon, the President addressed 
the Grass Roots Organization Political 
Action Committee at the Willard Hotel in 
Washington, DC. 


November 12 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Jewish leaders at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
in New York City to discuss the Middle East 
peace process. 


November 13 
The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the Board of Directors of the 
Student Loan Marketing Association: 

David Q. Bates, Jr., of Texas. He would succeed 
Richard D. Shelby. Currently Mr. Bates serves 
as a partner with the law firm of Bayless, 
Boland, Bates & Madigan in Washington, DC. 

C. Austin Fitts, of New York. She would succeed 
James E. Brandon. Currently Ms. Fitts serves as 
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president and cofounder of the Hamilton 
Group in Washington, DC. 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate George C. White, of Connecticut, 
to be a member of the National Council on 
the Arts for a term expiring September 3, 
1996. He would succeed Lloyd George 
Richards. Currently Mr. White serves as the 
founder and president of the Eugene 
O’Neill Memorial Theater Center in New 
York, NY. 

The President appointed Bernard M. Bar- 
rett, Jr., of Texas, to be a member of the 
Federal Council on the Aging for a term of 
3 years. He would succeed Gloria Sher- 
wood. Currently Dr. Barrett serves as chair- 
man of the Texas Institute of Plastic Sur- 
gery and attending surgeon at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Hospital in Houston, TX. 

The President appointed Charles F. Niel- 
son, of Texas, to be a member of the Presi- 
dent’s Drug Advisory Council. This is a new 
position. Currently Mr. Nielson serves as 
vice president for human resources of Texas 
Instruments in Dallas, TX. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in the State of New Hampshire 
as a result of a major coastal storm on Octo- 
ber 30. He directed the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to provide assistance 
to supplement State and local recovery ef- 
forts. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster also exists in the State of Washington 
as a result of fires which began on October 
16. He directed the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to provide assistance 
to supplement State and local recovery ef- 
forts. 


November 14 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu; 

—the Vice President, for lunch. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a State dinner for President 
Carlos Menem of Argentina on the State 
Floor at the White House. 





The President announced his intention to 
nominate James H. Grossman, of California, 
to be Chairman of the Foreign Claims Set- 
tlement Commission of the United States 
for the term expiring September 30, 1994. 
He would succeed Stanley J. Glod. Cur- 
rently Mr. Grossman serves as a partner 
with the law firm of Buchalter, Nemer, 
Fields & Younger in Los Angeles, CA. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Kenny Jackson Williams, of North 
Carolina, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for a term expir- 
ing January 26, 1996. She would succeed 
Mary Josephine Conrad Cresimore. Cur- 
rently Dr. Williams serves as a professor of 
English at Duke University in Durham, NC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Alan Robert Swendiman, of Mary- 
land, to be General Counsel of the Federal 
Labor Relations Authority for a term of 5 
years. He would succeed Kathleen Day 
Koch. Currently Mr. Swendiman serves as a 
partner with the law firm of Jackson & 
Campbell in Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Mary L. Good, of New Jersey, to be 
a member of the President’s Council of Ad- 
visors on Science and Technology. This is a 
new position. Currently Dr. Good serves as 
senior vice president for technology with 
Allied-Signal, Inc., in Morristown, NJ. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Debra Russell Bowland, of Louisi- 
ana, to be Director of the Office for Victims 
of Crime. This is a new position. Currently 
Ms. Bowland serves as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Policy at the U.S. Department 
of Labor in Washington, DC. 


November 15 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu; 

—Arab-American leaders, to discuss the 
Middle East peace process; 

—His Holiness Alesky II, Patriarch of 
Moscow. 
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In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Camp David, MD, for the 
weekend. 

Later, the President had lunch with the 
President’s Drug Advisory Council at Camp 
David. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released November 9 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a luncheon hosted by Prime 
Minister Lubbers 


Released November 12 


Announcement: 

Nomination of George L. O’Connell to be 
U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of 
California 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Andrew P. O’Rourke to be 
U.S. District Judge for the Southern District 
of New York 


Advance text: 
Remarks to the Asia Society 
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Released November 13 


Announcement: 
Nomination of Joseph E. Irenas to be U.S. 
District Judge for the District of New Jersey 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Donald J. Stohr to be US. 
District Judge for the Eastern District of 
Missouri 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Francis A. Keating II, to be 
U.S. Circuit Judge for the Tenth Circuit of 
Oklahoma 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Tony M. Graham to be U.S. 
District Judge for the Northern District of 
Oklahoma 


Announcement: 

Nomination of William B. Traxler, Jr., to be 
U.S. District Judge for the District of South 
Carolina 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Ira DeMent to be U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge for the Middle District of Ala- 
bama 


Advance text: 
Remarks to the Future Farmers of America 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved November 12 


H.R. 1046 / Public Law 102-152 
Veterans’ Compensation Rate Amendments 
of 1991 


HJ. Res. 280 / Public Law 102-153 
To designate the week beginning Novem- 
ber 10, 1991, as “Hire a Veteran Week” 


Approved November 13 


H.R. 2686 / Public Law 102-154 
Department of the Interior and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1992 


HJ. Res. 175 / Public Law 102-155 

To designate the weeks beginning Decem- 
ber 1, 1991, and November 29, 1992, as 
“National Home Care Week” 


HJ. Res. 177 / Public Law 102-156 
To designate November 16, 1991, as 
“Dutch-American Heritage Day” 


HJ. Res. 281 / Public Law 102-157 
Approving the extension of nondiscrimina- 
tory treatment with respect to the products 
of the Mongolian People’s Republic 


HJ. Res. 282 / Public Law 102-158 
Approving the extension of nondiscrimina- 
tory treatment with respect to the products 
of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria 


S. 1848 / Public Law 102-159 
Dropout Prevention Technical Correction 
Amendment of 1991 


SJ. Res. 36 / Public Law 102-160 

To designate the months of November 
1991, and November 1992, as “National 
Alzheimer’s Disease Month” 


SJ. Res. 145 / Public Law 102-161 
Designating the week beginning November 
10, 1991, as “National Women Veterans 
Recognition Week” 


SJ. Res. 188 / Public Law 102-162 
Designating November 1991 as “National 
Red Ribbon Month” 


Approved November 15 


HJ. Res. 374 / Public Law 102-163 
Making further continuing appropriations 
for the fiscal year 1992, and for other pur- 
poses 


H.R. 3575 / Public Law 102-164 
Emergency Unemployment Compensation 
Act of 1991 
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